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Child Nutrition Team



Let’s 
celebrate all 
the new 
graduates!



Today’s Agenda •SUN Bucks
•Unanticipated School Closures
•PreK & State Funding
•Regional Coordinators
•Cook Off
•Buy American & Buy American 

Automate
•Annual Checklist

•Maine Harvest Week
•National School Lunch Week
•Apple Crunch – Oct 15th

•Harvest to Hallways
•DEPEND Grant
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Direct Certification 
& 

SUN Bucks 
Approval List



SY26 
Unanticipated 
School Closure 
with Remote 

Learning Waiver

Maine DOE has been approved to offer statewide waivers to allow local Program 
operators to serve meals in a non-congregate setting when congregate meal service 
operations in schools are limited due to natural disasters, unscheduled major building 
repairs, court orders relating to school safety or other issues, labor-management 
disputes, or, when approved by the State agency for a similar unanticipated cause. This 
waiver allowance is allowed up to a 10-day approval, after such, an approval from the 
USDA FNS Regional Office is required.

Important Waiver information:
Request form to use the waiver is located on our website and must be filled out in a 
timely manner (within 48 hours), each time the waiver is requested. 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) - School 
buildings are closed with virtual learning
Non-Congregate Meal Service
Meal Service Times
Parent Guardian Meal Pick Up
Offer vs Serve

Child and Adult Care Food Program At-Risk Only (CACFP)
School buildings are closed with virtual learning
Non-Congregate Meal Service
Meal Service Times
Parent Guardian Meal Pick Up
Enrichment Activity
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PreK Off-site Meals
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Federal Guidance does not allow for meals 
to be reimbursed if they are served off site.

If your PreK programs are being housed outside of your 
school buildings, then they cannot be reimbursed.

Maine has created a new law that will
Allow for state reimbursement of meals
Served off site to PreK and 3 & 4 YO (NAPE)
Special Ed students.
Think about what this means to you!

• This program will start in SY 28.
• It will be awarded by application
• The funds will be part of the Early Learning Program.  

(This new program is being developed this year)
• If this is an issue at your school, be sure to be in 

touch with the early learning team as you should be 
included in the application process (Spring)



Be sure to pledge to get this year’s 
new posters and stickers

Harvest of the 
Month



Regional 
Coordinators
Project

We got so much great feedback about the project, but we 
received some outside funding to cover us for a smaller version 
of the grant for the next two years.
• Catherine will be staying on as both manager/coordinator.
• Jamie will be joining her new this year.
I know that they will do a great job, and hopefully we will get 
some more federal funds to continue this program into the 
future

Kendall Grant
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FS2S Cook Off
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Its that time! Consider joining us for our FS2S Cook Off this year.

Being held in the spring ( March/April )

 Showcase a breakfast and lunch recipe ( and get extra points 
for taste testing in your school first )

 Sign Ups will be in the winter

 Start testing those recipes



Annual Requirements for USDA School Nutrition Programs

www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/p
rograms
➔ Lunch program
➔ Program Planning, Ops, and Resources
➔ Annual Requirements

http://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs
http://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs


• Annual Financial Reports were due by September 1st

• NSLP Afterschool Snack Program 1st review is due 
within the first 4 weeks of snack service

• Verification is started on or after October 1st, and 
completed by November 15th.  Report is due in 
CNPWeb by November 20th

• October Survey is completed as part of your October 
Claim.  You must complete the survey before you are 
able to submit your claim.

• Reminder about On-Site Monitoring Forms and FFVP 
Monitoring Forms must be completed before 
February 1.  *Tip- put a clipboard of blank reports in 
your car and bring them in each time you are onsite.  

Upcoming deadlines



Buy American
SFAs participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or School Breakfast 
Program (SBP) must follow the Buy American Provision found in program regulations 7 
CFR 210.21(d) and 7 CFR 220.16(d), respectively. A domestic commodity or product 
means: An agricultural commodity that is produced in the United States; and a food 
product that is processed in the United States substantially using agricultural commodities 
that are produced in the United States. Substantially using agriculture commodities that 
are produced in the United States means over 51 percent of a food product must consist 
of agricultural commodities that were grown domestically. A School Food Authority (SFA) 
must purchase, to the maximum extent practicable, domestic commodities or products. 

There are two limited circumstances, or “exceptions”, when SFAs may purchase non-
domestic foods. SFAs must make a case-by-case determination to purchase a non-
domestic product and are responsible for defining key terms related to the below Buy 
American exceptions, such as “significantly higher” cost.

Exception 1 -The product is listed on the Federal Acquisitions Regulations (FAR) 25.104 
non-available articles list found at 48 CFR 25.104 and/or is not produced or manufactured 
in the U.S. in sufficient and reasonably available quantities of a satisfactory quality.

 Exception 2 - Competitive bids reveal the costs of a U.S. product are significantly higher 
than the non-domestic product. 
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Beginning School Year (SY) 2025-26, there are new 
thresholds on non-domestic foods (including items 
on the Federal Acquisitions Regulations (FAR) 25.104 
Non-available articles list)
•  10% by SY 2025-26
•  8% by SY 2028-29 
•  5% by SY 2031-32 



GreenTrails
Solutions
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Click here for the Demo Video

https://dcxezsxdnblvwxuipcbh.supabase.co/storage/v1/object/public/Public%20Assets/Maine%20Demo%20Video.mp4
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Get your district's pricing

                                  

          

                            

            

buyamericanautomator.com/maine

Point your phone camera at the code



Upcoming Events



September 21-25



National School 
Lunch Week



Apple Crunch Day  October 15

We had so much fun with all that participated last year! 
It was really fun!  This year to submit photos, we will have 
the hashtag  #MaineAppleCrunch

This will be easy for our communications department to 
pick up the photos for publication.  Please make sure that 
all pictures sent have photo releases.
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And don't forget 
National School Breakfast 
Week  March 1-5 



Ready and Waiting for….



2026
Equipment
Grants
Maine has been awarded $77,531.00
and are awaiting the funds. 

Applications for the 2026 Equipment
Assistance Grant will be available
October 1, 2026.  
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Expand Local Procurement
• Direct Final Rule – Will become effective on 11/9/2026
• Geographic Preferences
• Defined scoring advantage
• Outreach, branding & webinars

Invest in School Kitchens
• Additional Round of Equipment Assistance Grant
• New $50M investment in school cafeteria infrastructure
• If there is something that you want, start working on the bids

Bringing more local foods to schools
• Additional $25K in new, additional Patrick Leahy F2S Grants

Accelerating healthier meals
• The Pledge to accelerate the upcoming meal pattern changes, to align 

with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2025-2030

Investing in school meal nutrition research
• HHS will invest $30M in research to identify practical, cost-effective ways 

to improve the nutritional quality of school meals
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Through one-time investments, Defining Evidence for Programs to Ensure Nutrition 
for Development (DEPEND), will support School Food Authorities, school districts, 
and individual schools pursuing innovative approaches in four key areas:

•Food Purchasing & Supply
•Workforce & Food Production
•Student Demand & Meal Economics
•Transforming Operations & Infrastructure

Awards will range from $75,000 to $2.5 million, depending on the scope of the 
proposal. 

Schools can learn more about DEPEND at Real Food in Schools
This grant is coming out of HHS, and expected in October

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Freal-food-in-schools%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CJane.McLucas%40maine.gov%7Ce2a33f7d573b490ce67608df085a23b0%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639238855389527791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x2snuku5k8YZGuRbYLI%2FXXMUa7o1HARvJE9zYe9d0J0%3D&reserved=0


Upcoming 
Proposed Rule

???????????



All the information comes to you, each week in the…..

Thursday 
Update



Thank You!

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

Maine Department of Education

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1
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www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
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