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USDA Foods Distribution Program

• USDA FDP distributes foods to school sponsors in NSLP and SFSP

• Nutritious food to children
• Whole grains

• Fruits &  vegetables

• Meat/Meat Alternate products

• 100% American-grown foods

• Tangible foods that the USDA purchases on your behalf
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• NSLP schools receive an entitlement each year to spend on USDA foods

• Entitlement/PAL = # lunches served x USDA foods meal rate (.45)

• Annual Order/Annual Survey – use funds to order USDA foods for the 
upcoming school year

Entitlement or Planned Assistance Level
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• May be spent on:
• USDA  Foods – “brown box” 

• Net off Invoice (NOI)- USDA food sent for processing

• Department of Defense (DOD) FFAVORS- Purchase fresh produce using 
entitlement $

 *This is NOT the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program!

• Unallocated entitlement/PAL may be spent on additional 
USDA foods  

Entitlement/PAL Funds
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• The process when schools use their entitlement $ to 
purchase USDA foods for the upcoming School Year

• Completed in January/February

• Completed in CNPweb

USDA Foods Annual Survey



5

Annual Survey for USDA Foods
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USDA Foods Warehouse Contract
• PFG - Performance Foodservice Group  - 

delivers monthly orders.

• Monday-Thursday 7:00am-3:30pm

• They do not close for snowstorms

• PFG delivery schedule is posted on the 
Child Nutrition website.

• www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition

http://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
http://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
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• CNPweb - FDP

• Program Year: 2026.

• Locate Sponsor name by clicking on the 1st letter of your 
sponsor name/districts. 
 Note: There are no districts listed as AOS or Union.

• Click on the Sponsor number.
• Sponsor Summary page. 

What Was Ordered on the Annual Survey?
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Sponsor Summary page
• Select:  Surveys

• 2026 Annual USDA Food Survey

• Select: View 
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The Annual Survey will look like this 
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• Monthly orders are placed 1-15th of each month.

• Items can not be refused or returned to PFG throughout the school year.

• If you don’t have the storage space, then you may skip a monthly order. 
• Everything will be received during the final delivery of the year

USDA Foods: Monthly Orders
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Order Monthly 1st-15th     Delivered to the schools

• August      September

• September                    October

• October                                                            November

• November      December

• December      January

• January       February

• February                                                  March

• March          April

• April       May (Item can’t be refused or returned)

Summer Food Service only

• May 1st-15th    June

Monthly Orders
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• Log into CNPweb
• Select: FDP
• Select Program Year 2026
• Locate Sponsor name
• Click on Sponsor number
• Select Orders 
• Select New Orders
• Select location.
• Delivery period.
• Next

Placing A Monthly Order in CNPweb
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Placing the monthly order
• Select Orders

•New Order. Schools have been known to miss this step. 

•All the items will be listed. 
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When you select the delivery location you will see the 
cases allocated for that month for all delivery drops
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Available Qty and Order Qty boxes
• From the Available Qty column, put how many cases in the Order 

Qty box.

• If you want all 5, then you put all 5. If only want 1, then you enter 1. 
The remaining 4 get rolled over to the following monthly order.
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To view Monthly Orders
• Go to Sponsor Summary page.

• Once the monthly order closes, after the 15th of each month.

• Select Orders

• Look for the Period this is the ordered month.

• View

• Received Qty is what is to be delivered, not already delivered.
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Complete monthly order. 
     

Total Cases:  22 cases will be delivered the following month. 
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Purchasing Extra Items
• To purchase extras items, you must have PAL Entitlement available 

funds. 

• To find the PAL Entitlement. You will select the Entitlement tab from the 
Sponsor Summary page.

•  If you are in the negative, then you will not be able to purchase extra 
items.

• Extras is a two-step process. 
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Inventory
•Check your inventory monthly.
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Net Off Invoice (NOI)

• Optional

• Allows schools to use PAL funds for further processing of USDA food 
into a commercial product
• Example: mozzarella cheese → Pizza

• Commercial product can be purchased from the distributor you 
assign

• Discount for the value of USDA food
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Net Off Invoice (NOI) 
•Was PAL allocated for NOI?

•Annual Order
• If you see lbs. in the Total Requested column then you 

did. 

• If you don’t use your NOI lbs. You will lose them at the 
end of June. The lbs. don’t carry over from year to year.
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Total Requested column
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The total number of lbs. purchased for the whole school year.
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• K12 Foodservice https://www.k12foodservice.com 

• Processor Link   https://www.processorlink.com

• You must be registered for these two websites.

• Use these websites to track your usage of NOI pounds.

• You must select your distributor to get the discount.

• If you don’t select your distributor, you will not get the discount. 

NOI Third Party Processors

https://www.foodservice.com/
https://www.processorlink.com/
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• Request the NOI catalog from your distributor
• Dennis Paper 

• PFG 

• SYSCO 

• Each carry a different variety of eligible products

• Must order the specific item number to get the discount per case
• Monitor invoices 

• NOI information can be found on the Child Nutrition website.

• https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition

NOI information

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
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After Purchasing NOI Items
•  PFG and Sysco will upload the transaction to K12 

Foodservice and Processorlink daily, so you can keep track of 
your lbs.

• Dennis Paper uploads to K12 Foodservice and Processorlink 
weekly.
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• The program is optional

• $150.00  minimum delivery per order

• Native Maine in Westbrook is the Prime Vendor.

• Native Maine will have a designated weekday assigned to your school.

• The week that you place the order is not when you will receive it.
• The order will be delivered the following week. 

• Aroostook County delivery is the 1st Thursday of each month
• Orders must be placed the last week of each month 

• You must track spending throughout the school year
• The cutoff date is usually 27th of June to purchase your last order.  

• Orders in FFAVORS must be received and receipted for by June 30. 

• If you don’t use your DoD dollars. You will lose the money at the end of 
June. It does not carry over from year to year.

DoD Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Program
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FFAVORS Database 

• DOD Fresh is ordered in the FFAVORS database

• You must have a FFAVORS account

• Contact Terri Fitzgerald
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Department of Defense-DoD/FFAVORS
• Was PAL allocated for DoD/FFAVORS?

• Look at the Annual Order

• Look at Category: Fruits
• If you see dollar amount in the Total Requested column 

then you did
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DoD Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Program
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• Total number of dollars to be used for the school year on 
fresh fruits and vegetables.
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Child Nutrition website 
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
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Contact information

Terri Fitzgerald

Terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov

624-6882
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mailto:Terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov


Questions?
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