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The UEI Number, which replaced the DUNS number, is a unique identifier used by the federal
government to track and identify entities that receive federal awards, like CACFP

reimbursement money. Having an active, registered UEI number is now a requirement to
receive CACFP reimbursement payments. Remember: Organizations must renew their UEI

number registration annually!

How do I know when my UEI Number registration expires?

To check your UEI registration expiration date, you can either log into your SAM.gov account
or use the Check SAM & UEI Status tool. The expiration date is part of your entity's registration

record within SAM.gov. The Entity Administrator will also receive email reminders from
SAM.gov 60, 30, and 15 days before the expiration date. 

Here's a more detailed breakdown:
1. Log into SAM.gov:

If you're already registered, you should have a SAM.gov account. 
Log in using your designated email and password. 
Navigate to your entity's registration record within your SAM.gov workspace. 
The expiration date will be displayed within this record. 

2. Use the Check SAM & UEI Status tool:
You can access this tool on unitedstatesbusinessregistration.us.
Enter your company's legal business name, CAGE code, or UEI.
Click "Check SAM Status NOW".
The tool will generate a summary of your SAM registration, including the expiration date. 

3. Important Considerations:
The UEI itself does not expire, but your SAM.gov registration (which includes the UEI)
must be renewed annually. 
Renewing your registration at least 30 days before the expiration date is recommended to
avoid any potential delays or issues. 
If your SAM.gov registration expires, your UEI becomes inactive, and you will not be able
to receive federal reimbursement money. 

UEI Numbers
Is your registration still active?

https://unitedstatesbusinessregistration.us/how-to-check-uei-expiration-date/


Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Reminder

 The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing meal service option for schools
and school districts in low-income areas. CEP allows the nation’s highest poverty schools and
districts to serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without collecting
household applications. Instead, schools that adopt CEP are reimbursed using a formula
based on the percentage of students categorically eligible for free meals based on their
participation in other specific means-tested programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).

 This year, Maine has seen an increase in schools qualifying for CEP. This follows last year’s
addition of students who qualified for MaineCare (up to 185% of the federal poverty level) to
the Direct Certification List. Additionally, Congress has lowered the eligibility threshold for
CEP from 40% to 25%. 

 It is important to note that a CEP school does not qualify for Tier 1 reimbursement (for
daycare home providers) or CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Programs. Programs must still use the
534 Report to determine eligibility. To be eligible for Tier 1 or At-Risk using school data, the
school must have at least 50% of its students eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

 Above, you can see two districts that both qualify for CEP. One can be used to qualify CACFP
providers/sites, while the other cannot. 

 The 534 Report is updated annually with the most current school data and is released in
January. To view the 534 Report, go to: 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/CNDatareports

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/CNDatareports


Family Style Meal Service

The CACFP has long been recognized for its nutritional goals of providing nutritious meals to
children and helping them establish good eating habits at a young age. Family style meal service
(FSMS) provides an opportunity to enhance these goals by encouraging a pleasant eating
environment that supports and promotes mealtime as a learning experience.
FSMS allows children to serve themselves from common platters/bowls of food with assistance
from supervising adults. 
Unlike unitized meals and pre-set service, the FSMS affords some latitude in the size of initial
servings because replenishment is immediately available at each table. Even when a complete FSMS
is not possible or practical, it may be useful to offer a component or components in a FSMS
particularly when smaller children are being served or when a new food item is being introduced.
This latitude must be exercised in compliance with the following practices, at a minimum:

1.A sufficient amount of prepared food must be placed on each table to provide the full required
portions of each of the meal components for all children at the table.

2.The FSMS allows children to make choices in selecting foods and the size of the initial servings.
Children should initially be offered the full required portion of each meal component.

3.During the meal, it is the responsibility of supervising adults to encourage each child to accept
service of the full required portion for each meal component of the meal pattern. For example,
if a child initially refuses a meal component, or initially does not accept the full required portion
of a meal component, the supervising adult should offer the food component to the child again.

4. Institutions which use FSMS may not claim second meals for reimbursement.

The Family Style Meal Service With Children in the CACFP publication is a great resource to help
prepare and support children, train personnel, and meet CACFP meal pattern requirements, and is
available on the internet here- Family Style Meal Service With Children in the Child and Adult Care
Food Program

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/CACFP-Family-Style-Meal-ServiceOperator-Booklet.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/CACFP-Family-Style-Meal-ServiceOperator-Booklet.pdf








Harvest of the Month

It’s time to pledge for Harvest of the Month for Summer & next School Year!
·Pledge for this Summer! (July & August 2025) 

o  Receive an additional mailing for Maine Cucumbers & Summer Squash! 
·Pledge for next school year (September 2025-June 2026) 

o  Expedited re-pledge option for those who have pledged before 

Link to pledge: https://forms.office.com/g/HEVs6RiT9y

Harvest of the Month for June!!

https://forms.office.com/g/HEVs6RiT9y






Looking for creative ways to build excitement in your childcare food program? Sign up
for the FREE Adopt a Cow program for the 2025-26 school year! Adopt a cow for your
childcare classroom, make farm-to-table connections, and learn all about dairy
nutrition. 

The Discover Dairy “Adopt a Cow” program is an exciting, year-long experience for
your childcare classroom. Throughout the program, you’ll get an inside look at dairy
farming and be paired with a calf from a working Maine dairy farm. You’ll find out
what her name is, when her birthday is, where she lives, and how the farmer takes
care of her. You’ll also receive progress updates, photos of the cow, live chats from the
farm, activity sheets for your students, and even opportunities to write letters to your
calf! All updates are easily accessible via an online portal and app for Apple and
Android.

You have until September 15 to enroll in the free program! 

Learn more: discoverdairy.com/adopt 

From the Maine Dairy & Nutrition Council!!

Adopt a Cow

https://www.discoverdairy.com/adopt-a-cow/#register


Upcoming Trainings!

Click Here to Register!

 USDA FNS would like to announce the launch of two new CORE online courses for CACFP sponsoring
organizations. CACFP Operational Resources and Education, or CORE, is a USDA-funded training initiative
developed in collaboration with MH Miles Company to provide practical CACFP sponsor-focused trainings

and resources for State agencies. 

 The two new courses are Corrective Action and Trainer Success. The CORE CACFP Corrective Action course
explains the purpose of corrective action and provides sponsoring organizations with practical tools to

assist in determining the root cause of noncompliance, developing an effective corrective action plan, and
evaluating corrective action plans submitted by their facilities. The CORE CACFP Trainer Success course is

an effective resource for sponsoring organizations to learn the trainer competencies necessary for
delivering effective CACFP training to key staff within their organizations and to facility key staff.

Organizations can learn more about CORE and available resources by visiting:
https://www.core-cacfp.com/

New CORE Online Trainings!

https://nationalcacfpsponsorsassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/BDFeE7XiaCKC0
https://nationalcacfpsponsorsassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/BDFeE7XiaCKC0
https://www.core-cacfp.com/

