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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



SCHOOL FINANCE & OPERATIONS TEAM
Chapter 8:
RULES RELATING TO THE USE OF ESSENTIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FUNDS FOR EXTENDED LEARNING PROGRAMS FOR ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS
Summary: This chapter sets forth the requirements for receiving the Essential Programs and Services funds for extended learning programs for economically disadvantaged students.
SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS


For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:

1.01 Commissioner: “Commissioner” shall mean the Commissioner of Education or the commissioner’s designee.

1.03
Department: “Department” shall mean the Department of Education.


1.04
School Administrative Unit: “School Administrative Unit” shall mean the state-approved unit of school administration and includes a municipal school unit, school administrative district, community school district or any other municipal or quasi-municipal corporation responsible for operating or constructing public schools, except that it does not include a career and technical education region. Beginning July 1, 2009, “school administrative unit” means the state-approved unit of school administration and includes only the following: 




A. A municipal school unit;



B. A regional school unit formed pursuant to chapter 103-A; 



C. An alternative organizational structure as approved by the commissioner and approved by the voters; 



D. A school administrative district that does not provide public education for the entire span of kindergarten to grade 12 that has not reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to chapter 103-A; 



E. A community school district that has not reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to chapter 103-A; 



F. A municipal or quasi-municipal district responsible for operating public schools that has not reorganized as a regional school unit pursuant to chapter 103-A; 



G. A municipal school unit, school administrative district, community school district, regional school unit or any other quasi-municipal district responsible for operating public schools that forms a part of an alternative organizational structure approved by the commissioner; and



H. A public charter school authorized under chapter 112 by an entity other than a local school board.

1.05
Specialized Student Population Weight: “Specialized Student Population Weight” shall mean funds that are allocated via the Essential Programs and Services model to school administrative units for economically disadvantaged students.
1.06
Economically disadvantaged students. “Economically disadvantaged students” means students who are included in the department’s count of students who are eligible for free or reduced-price meals or free milk or both.
SECTION 2.
PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

2.01
Requirements for Specialized Student Population Weight
A. Eligible uses of funds for economically disadvantaged students
1. Programs. Eligible programs may include one or more of the following:

(a) Summer school programs. Qualifying programs must include an academic component, must be of sufficient length and duration to support increased student achievement, and should include strategies to facilitate student participation. 
(b) Extended learning programs
(c) Tutoring
B. Certification. 
1. School administrative units must certify each year through a process determined by the Department that any funds previously received and any funds that will be received under 20-A MRSA §15675(2)(B) are used in direct support of learning for economically disadvantaged students through programs described in Section 2.A above.
C. Monitoring.
1. The department shall establish and post on the department website a monitoring cycle of school administrative units’ use of disadvantaged allocations.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 20-A MRSA §15675(2)
EFFECTIVE DATE:
