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The FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lamda) concept was developed in 1937 by Dr. Hamden L. Forkner of Columbia University. On February 3, 1942, the first high school chapter was chartered in Johnson City, Tennessee. In 1958, the first Phi Beta Lambda collegiate chapter was chartered in Iowa. The Professional Division (originally the Alumni Division) began in 1979; the latest group to join FBLA (in 1994) is the FBLA-Middle Level for students grades 5-9. The National Board of Directors is comprised of local teachers, state educators, business leaders, and the student and professional division presidents.

FBLA-PBL is the largest business career student organization in the country. The high school level has over 250,000 members (over 200 in Maine), while Phi Beta Lambda (postsecondary level) reaches over 11,000 college students. The newest group, FBLA-Middle Level (grades 5-9), is showing remarkable growth with over 11,000 student members. Finally, our Professional Division has reached over 3,000 members. Over 10,000 advisers round out the group.

For more information please contact Angela Roy at 446-3230 or angela.roy@rsu4.org
State Website:  MaineStateFBLA.org  National Website:  www.fbla-pbl.org
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FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) is one of the largest CTE student organizations in the US. Established in 1945, it encourages personal growth and leadership development by addressing important personal, work and societal issues through Family and Consumer Sciences education. Any student, through the twelfth grade, who is taking (or has taken) a course in Family and Consumer Science and/or related occupations can become a member.  FCCLA is the only in-school student organization with the family as its central focus.
Each year over 175,000 students join over 5,300 chapters in 52 state associations, including the Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

For more information please contact Eric Brooks at 460-6523 or ericmbrooks@gmail.com
National Website:  www.fcclainc.org 
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HOSA (Future Health Professionals)—A national CTE student organization endorsed by the US Department of Education and the Health Occupations Education Division of the Association for Career and Technical Education.
The Mission— Promote career opportunities in the health care industry and enhance the delivery of compassionate, quality health care to help students meet the needs of the health care community. The Goal—Encourage all health occupations instructors and students to join and be actively involved in the HSCE-HOSA partnership.  Currently members number over 245,000 nationally, including 54 chartered associations with American Samoa, Canada, DC, Germany, Italy and Puerto Rico.  
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For more information please contact Eric Brooks at 460-6523 or ericmbrooks@gmail.com
National Website:  www.hosa.org
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DECA is an association of marketing students.  Maine DECA chapters are located in the Career and Technical Education schools.  DECA focuses on marketing expertise, workplace skills and professional presentation.  Community service is an integral component of DECA.  This organization, with over 215,000 members in 3,500 high school chapters and 275 collegiate chapters, is student focused and career orientated.  Student leadership skills are an essential component of the program.  Students get an opportunity to meet with other students from all over the state and compete for awards and scholarships.  They learn what it means to be a member of a team.  The community service work enables them to become a contributing citizen within their own towns; this in turn promotes an attitude of personal pride and accomplishment.  

For more information please contact Lisa Delampan at 603-848-0934 or ldelampan@gmail.com
National Website:  www.deca.org
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MAINE FFA, formerly known as “Future Farmers of America,” is the student organization devoted to grades 7-12 agriculture and natural resources education.  The Maine FFA Association, founded in 1930, is affiliated with the National FFA Organization which has members in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands and, at over 650,000 members, is the largest student-led organization in the United States.   The National FFA Organization provides an extensive network of resources which Maine FFA’s 400-500 members may access.  Maine’s twelve chapters have members enrolled in agriculture, agriscience, horticulture, forestry, aquaculture, applied biology, natural resource management and environmental science programs.   Opportunities include: leadership workshops, travel, scholarships, awards, and State and National Conventions.  Members gain leadership skills, participate in community activities, and receive proficiency awards for activities outside the classroom in jobs and volunteer experience related to agriculture and natural resources.

For more information please contact Doug Robertson at 624-6744 or doug.robertson@maine.gov.  
State Website:  www.maine.gov/doe/learning/ffa    National Website:  www.ffa.org
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SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to ensure America has a skilled work force.  SkillsUSA helps each student excel with a mission to empower its members to become world-class workers, leaders and responsible American citizens.
SkillsUSA is a national organization serving high school and college students who are enrolled in training programs in technical, skilled and service occupations, including health occupations programs and tech prep.  SkillsUSA has more than 345,000 members, in 19,000 chapters and 53 state and territorial associations.  SkillsUSA has been in existence since 1965 and has served over 13.5 million students.  In Maine, Skulls USA has 24 high school chapters, 2 middle school chapters, and 4 collegiate chapters.
For more information please contact Hal Casey at 974-4861 or hcasey@skillsusamaine.org
State Website:  skillsusamaine.org     National Website:  www.skillsusa.org  
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