
 

 

Annual Briefing   

2023-24 BARR Schools in Maine 

 

Project Overview  

In the 2023-24 school year, the BARR model was implemented in 71 schools across 14 counties in 

Maine. This presence means we served more than 28,000 students, impacted 2,355 teachers, and built 

relationships in 41 school districts. With the addition of these 71 schools, BARR Center has served a total 

of 114 schools in the state of Maine – 20% of the schools in the state.  

 

Outcomes1  

Each BARR school in Maine set a goal to focus their BARR teams in one of three areas: 1) Academics, 2) 

Attendance, and 3) Behavior.  

 

100% of the schools made progress in one of the three areas, and they may have made progress in an 

additional goal or even one different from one that they had set: 

 

● 58% of Maine schools saw improvement in academics whether or not they set an academic goal  

● 69% of Maine schools saw improvement in attendance whether or not they set an attendance goal 

● 51% of Maine schools saw improvement in discipline/behavior whether or not they set a 

discipline/behavior goal 

 

Many schools also provided comprehensive data to be included in their annual School Report that 

summarizes their implementation scores and individual school outcomes. Twenty-eight schools shared 

failure rate outcomes, 41 schools shared attendance rate outcomes, and 27 schools shared behavior 

outcomes.  

 

From this school-provided data, several trends emerge among the 2023-24 BARR Maine Schools:   

● A 33.5% average percent decrease in failure rates  

● 78% of schools hit a 90% or above in attendance rate   

● A 54% average percent decrease in the number of behavior referrals   

 

Further, the state ESSA Dashboard provides additional insight into the performance of all 71 schools 

from SY2022-23 to SY2023-24. In this cohort,   

 

● 87% of schools improved their chronic absenteeism rates.  

○ On average, these schools saw a 14.6% percent decrease in chronic absenteeism rates  

● 60% of  schools improved graduation rates.   

● A 3% average percent growth in graduation rates after one year of service.  

○ Thrive schools (defined as 4+ years of BARR implementation) report a 4.5% average 

percent increase in graduation rates.  

 

 

 
1 Percent Growth Formula = (

𝑁𝑒𝑤 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒−𝑂𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒

𝑂𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒
) × 100  
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Figure 2. School Stories in Media 

Building relationships and stronger schools: BARR’s impact across Maine 

Raising the BARR on Education in Maine: What Hold us 

Together  

Calais Elementary School Strengthens Relationships Through BARR 

Mt. Blue High School Eases the Ninth Grade Transition with BARR 

Maine Department of Educator Highlights Mt. Blue High School Success 
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Maine Department Podcast Highlights Calais Schools Implementing BARR 

to Strengthen Relationships and Student Engagement 

How the BARR Method Helps Build Strong Relationships for Academic 

Success 

Maine Expands Building Assets Reducing Risks (BARR) Model to 30 

Additional Schools 

National Governors Association Launches Project to Support Five States to 

Bolster Mental Health and Well-Being in Schools 

https://www.pressherald.com/2024/10/06/building-relationships-and-stronger-schools-barrs-impact-across-maine/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/raising-the-barr-on-education-in-maine/id1711614034?i=1000649172553
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/raising-the-barr-on-education-in-maine/id1711614034?i=1000649172553
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/695742214/calais-elementary-school-strengthens-relationships-through-barr
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/695404324/mt-blue-high-school-eases-the-ninth-grade-transition-with-barr
https://dailybulldog.com/education/maine-department-of-education-highlights-mt-blue-high-school-success/
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/697733078/noble-middle-school-builds-stronger-relationships-through-barr
https://www.sunjournal.com/2024/03/21/mt-blue-raises-the-barr/
https://mainedoenews.net/2024/03/14/maine-doe-podcast-highlights-calais-schools-implementing-barr-to-strengthen-relationships-and-student-engagement/
https://mainedoenews.net/2024/03/14/maine-doe-podcast-highlights-calais-schools-implementing-barr-to-strengthen-relationships-and-student-engagement/
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/education/barr-building-assets-reducing-risks-model-education-framework-curriculum/97-4ffc6e16-a38d-44cb-ad23-fa5bc719fb4a?fbclid=IwY2xjawEnVlBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHXDg4DE-31YwWcn4liE2_X8zW_W5pXPkVHyX4AzfsLvQ3yTDmFb2ROFGXQ_aem_sbSkhXYZD2KCrVeNofJfIw
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/education/barr-building-assets-reducing-risks-model-education-framework-curriculum/97-4ffc6e16-a38d-44cb-ad23-fa5bc719fb4a?fbclid=IwY2xjawEnVlBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHXDg4DE-31YwWcn4liE2_X8zW_W5pXPkVHyX4AzfsLvQ3yTDmFb2ROFGXQ_aem_sbSkhXYZD2KCrVeNofJfIw
https://mainedoenews.net/2024/05/02/media-release-maine-expands-building-assets-reducing-risks-barr-model-to-30-additional-schools/
https://mainedoenews.net/2024/05/02/media-release-maine-expands-building-assets-reducing-risks-barr-model-to-30-additional-schools/
https://www.nga.org/news/press-releases/national-governors-association-launches-project-to-support-five-states-to-bolster-mental-health-and-well-being-in-schools/
https://www.nga.org/news/press-releases/national-governors-association-launches-project-to-support-five-states-to-bolster-mental-health-and-well-being-in-schools/



