
MAINE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION (DOE)

Presented by: The Assessment Team

Assessment 
Lunch & Learn 
Office Hours

September 3, 2025
Please post questions you may have in the chat box – we will work to 
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Today’s Agenda
 Maine Through Year Assessment
 Maine Science Assessment
 National Assessment of 

Educational Progress 2026
 ACCESS & Alternate ACCESS: 

Timeline and Next Steps
 Multi-State Alternate Assessment
 Questions & Answers
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Reminders from MEDMS
• Synergy became available to SAUs the week of August 18th for student 

uploads. For more information about the continued use of Synergy and 
eventual transition to Connect, see the full Priority Notice.

• Synergy will be utilized for fall data collection, including assessment rosters – 
please keep student enrollment up to date!

• Maine DOE Data Team is proceeding with the implementation of Connect 
throughout this fall, incorporating feedback from statewide training during 
additional training and testing

https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-reporting/medmssupport
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Security Training for the MEAs
District and School Assessment Coordinators requirements:

• Watch the Assessment Coordinator Security Training
• Read the Assessment Security Handbook, available on the Assessment 

Security webpage
• Sign the Maine Educational Assessment Security and Data Privacy 

Agreement, Appendix A of the Assessment Security Handbook
• Complete the applicable assessment-specific trainings
• Ensure that all proctors have received the necessary training

Proctors or assessment administrators requirements:
• Watch the two, brief assessment security webisodes, available on the 

Assessment Security webpage
• Sign the Maine Educational Assessment Security and Data Privacy 

Agreement, Appendix A of the Assessment Security Handbook
• Complete the applicable assessment-specific training

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csh5RLggvqE
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
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Maine Through Year 
Assessment
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2025-26 School Year

Administration Schedule
•Fall: September 15 – October 24
•Optional winter: January 5 – February 13
•Spring: April 13 – May 29 (closed April 20-24)
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NWEA: Summer 2025 Changes
• New RIT Score Norms
• Enhanced Item Selection Algorithm (EISA)
These changes were highlighted in our August 20th Office Hours. 
You may view the recording here. (See minute 4:17-18:04.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDd9t8iY36w&list=PL-cO8lcaOYu1VmsheoFHcj1fRZLhW7bof
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Additional 2025 Norms & EISA Resources
• Same scale, new reference: What’s new in the 2025 MAP 

Growth norms webinar
• NWEA Webinar Recording & Slides

• Norms Toolkit

• 2025 Norms Quick Reference

• MAP Growth Norms Technical Manual

• Norms FAQ

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf
https://connection.nwea.org/s/norms-toolkit?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/norms-toolkit?language=en_US
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/87992/2025-MAP-Growth-norms-quick-reference_NWEA_onesheet-1.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/87992/2025-MAP-Growth-norms-quick-reference_NWEA_onesheet-1.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/introducing-the-new-map-growth-2025-norms-MCYIDN7W53LNCONBOGLKOM2WI75Y?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/introducing-the-new-map-growth-2025-norms-MCYIDN7W53LNCONBOGLKOM2WI75Y?language=en_US
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FAQ: When will the 2025 norms 
appear in reports?
• The new 2025 norms currently appear in MAP Growth 

reports and have been retroactively applied to prior 
years.

School and District administrators will have access to reference the 2020 norms on 
MAP Growth comprehensive data export files (only). All other MAP Growth reports 
will reference the new 2025 norming study.

• The new 2025 norms will begin appearing in reports in 
Acacia this fall.

Note: This means that you will see differences in the RIT score achievement 
percentiles for students in MAP Growth reports vs. Acacia reports for spring 
2023, school year 2023-24, and school year 2024-25.



Back to School ‘25

Hailey Westphal, NWEA Lead Solution Delivery Consultant



25-26 Rostering in MAP 
Growth



Your NWEA Rostering Options
• NWEA Standard Rostering (File-Based Upload)

• NWEA Clever

• NWEA ClassLink

• HMH Rostering Service (options include Clever and ClassLink connection)

• Note: Your rostering selection will not impact testing for the Maine Through Year Assessment.



HMH Rostering Service
What is it?
• A unified rostering platform integrating NWEA MAP Growth and HMH digital products.

• Allows districts to roster students and staff once for all connected solutions.

• Supports multiple methods: Clever, ClassLink, OneRoster API, Simple File Format

Benefits
• Roster once for both MAP and HMH platforms—no duplicate efforts

• Improved user interface and error handling

• Deeper integration with HMH curriculum tools like Read180, Math180, Waggle, and Personalized Path

• Flexible role switching and user management



Rostering Resources
• HMH Rostering Service Help

• NWEA Rostering Implementation Guide

• Clever + HMH

• Classlink - HMH Rostering

• SAUs interested in migrating to HMH Rostering Service can send an email to digitalsolutions@nwea.org

• For rostering related questions, contact the Maine designated support line:

o 855-430-1777 

o 7 AM to 8 PM EST

o Monday through Friday

https://support.hmhco.com/s/article/roster
https://support.hmhco.com/s/article/roster
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/2025-rostering-implementation-guide-MCYXM6QEKIXRCT7L5FPQRVHB4WF4?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/2025-rostering-implementation-guide-MCYXM6QEKIXRCT7L5FPQRVHB4WF4?language=en_US
https://www.clever.com/clever-hmh
https://www.clever.com/clever-hmh
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
mailto:digitalsolutions@nwea.org


New Login Page



New Login Page

Check System Status and 
Get Support will be on 

the screen with the 
password prompt



MAP Growth User Role 
Permission Changes



User Role Permission Changes
• NWEA updated specific user roles to simplify and unify 

permissions across our platform and HMH systems. 

• This change ensures users have consistent, role-appropriate 
access, reduces confusion when working across systems, and 
supports a streamlined experience for managing assessments 
and interventions.



District Proctor Update 
• Adding and editing students to the system is now reserved for 

Data  Administrators. District Proctors will be able to Manage Test Sessions for 
all students within a district.

• Note: This change is to MAP Growth user roles. Proctor role permissions in the 
Maine Through Year Assessment platform, Acacia, remain the same.



District Assessment Coordinator Updates
• User permissions are now reserved for reporting purposes. DACs will be able to 

view MAP Growth and operational reports for all schools.
• Note: This change is to MAP Growth user roles. District Assessment Coordinator role 

permissions in the Maine Through Year Assessment platform, Acacia, remain the 
same.



What does this mean?
• MAP Growth users with the District Assessment Coordinator role who complete any of the actions 

below, will now need the System Administrator role or Data Administrator role.

• When users update their profiles in MAP Growth, those changes will sync to the Maine Through 
Year Assessment platform, Acacia. 

Action Role Required

Manage MAP preferences (grade, program names) System Administrator

Manage MAP Test Restrictions System Administrator

Manage Test Window System Administrator

Add district administrator accounts, including Sys 
Admin System Administrator or Data Administrator

Add school administrator accounts System Administrator or Data Administrator

Add teacher accounts System Administrator or Data Administrator

Edit staff/student number System Administrator or Data Administrator

View Admin/Teacher System Administrator or Data Administrator

Manage NWEA Data Partners System Administrator



System and Technology 
Requirements



System and Technology Requirements
• If you need help determining if your system meets the current OS and browser 

minimums required by NWEA, you can check your system using the NWEA 
workstation diagnostic tool. This web-based tool checks if your device is configured 
to current OS and browser minimums. It is helpful to partners who need to prepare 
devices for testing and proctoring.

• NWEA recommends turning off automatic updates during an assessment window.

• MAP Growth System Requirements

• Acacia System Requirements (Maine Through Year Assessment)

https://check.nwea.org/
https://check.nwea.org/
https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/Minimum-System-Requirements-WBM?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/Minimum-System-Requirements-WBM?language=en_US
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/StateSolutionsSystemRequirements_NWEA.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/StateSolutionsSystemRequirements_NWEA.pdf
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Transition to CONNECT
Synergy will continue to be utilized for 
enrollment information for the Fall 2025 
administration of the Maine Through 
Year Assessment.
Please read the Priority Notice for more 
information.

https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5lemq6y0-1593945?e=4f07712c44
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New District Assessment Coordinator 
(DAC) Accounts
• MAP (start.mapnwea.org): NWEA’s platform for the MAP Growth 

assessment, which also serves as the access point for Acacia
• Acacia: NWEA’s platform for the Maine Through Year Assessment, 

accessed by first logging into MAP
• To access both MAP and Acacia, a MAP System Administrator for the 

SAU must create an Assessment Coordinator account in MAP for the 
new DAC.

• The new DAC may also be assigned the System Administrator user role if they 
will be adding, editing, or removing other staff users.

• User roles for accounts created in MAP sync to Acacia nightly.
• See the User and Student Management Guide for more information.

https://start.mapnwea.org/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
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Training Specific to the 
Maine Through Year Assessment
Once each academic year, the following trainings must be completed:
• District and School Assessment Coordinators

• Assessment Coordinator Training Module
• Updated for 2025-26
• Total completion time: Approximately 1 hour (can be completed over multiple sessions)
• Need a passing score of 60% on the final assessment within the tutorial
• Completion of the module is monitored for schools receiving Levels 2 and 3 technical assistance

• Review of the Assessment Coordinator Guide

• Proctors - Maine Through Year Assessment Proctor Training Video
• An updated version with new screenshots
• Time: 9 minutes

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/25-26-SY-Maine-Through-Year-Training-Module-Auto-Enrollment.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/25-26-SY-Maine-Through-Year-Training-Module-Auto-Enrollment.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Assessments%20Technical%20Assistance%20Plan%20Manual%20-%208.22.2025.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Coordinator-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygNtJLXyxic&list=PL-cO8lcaOYu1VmsheoFHcj1fRZLhW7bof
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Fall Administration: Important Dates
Late Summer / Early Fall: SAUs download the latest version of the NWEA State Solutions Secure Browser 

onto student devices (System & Technology Guide)

August 20 – October 10: Submit paper-based form requests (standard print, large print, and braille)
• Accessibility Guide

Note: A student’s enrollment must be updated in Synergy, and the student must appear in Acacia, before a 
paper-based form request can be approved and delivered.

August 29: Assessment roster daily change files begin, based on student enrollment data entered by the 
SAU into Synergy

September 2: Acacia opens for pre-administration activities
• Assign supports and accommodations 

• Accessibility Guide
• User and Student Management Guide, Part 6

• Print test tickets (Manage Online Testing Guide, Part 3)

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-System-and-Technology-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://mainedoe.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GKeJ6vB8XzChoi
https://mainedoe.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GKeJ6vB8XzChoi
https://mainedoe.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GKeJ6vB8XzChoi
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Manage-Online-Testing_NWEA_Guide.pdf
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Fall Administration: Important Dates
September 15 – October 24: Fall 2025 administration window
• Provide all proctors with administration directions and scripts (Assessment Administration 

Guide)
• Provide proctors accessing the proctor dashboard in Acacia with the Manage Online Testing 

Guide

Within 72 hours of assessing: Student results reports become available in Acacia (Reports 
Interpretive Guide)

• Schools must roster students in the MAP Growth platform in order to have Maine Through 
Year Assessment RIT scores integrated into MAP Growth reports

• MAP Growth Quick Rostering Guide
• Maine MAP Growth Reports Portfolio

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Administration-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Administration-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Manage-Online-Testing_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Manage-Online-Testing_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Reports-Interpretive-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Reports-Interpretive-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-MAP-Growth-Rostering-Quick-Guide_25-26-SY.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-MAP-Growth-Rostering-Quick-Guide_25-26-SY.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/STATE-MAP-Growth-Reports-Portfolio_NWEA_brochure_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/STATE-MAP-Growth-Reports-Portfolio_NWEA_brochure_NWEA_Guide.pdf
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Fall Administration: Important Dates
October 17 @ 4:00 PM: Last opportunity to request assessment resets for Fall 2025
• Fall 2025 Reset Process Flow

October 23 @ 7:59 PM: Last assessment roster daily change file is generated. Any changes to 
student enrollments in Synergy after this time will not appear in Acacia.

October 31: Last day of SAU data cleanup window
• SAU Data Cleanup Checklist

November 14: Last day to run Operational Reports for the fall administration (not including 
the Student Score Data File)

December 3: Fall 2025 Student Score Data File becomes available

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/Fall-25-Maine-Through-Year-Assessment-Reset-Process.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/Fall-25-Maine-Through-Year-Assessment-Reset-Process.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/The-Maine-Through-Year-SAU-Cleanup-Window-Checklist_Fall-2025.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/The-Maine-Through-Year-SAU-Cleanup-Window-Checklist_Fall-2025.pdf
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Preparing Students

Student Tutorial Video
YouTube and Vimeo

Item Type Samplers
• Online or within the State Solutions Secure Browser
• Paper-based
Online answer keys and paper-based item type sampler resources are 
available on the Maine DOE Through Year Assessment webpage, under the 
Item Type Samplers drop-down menu.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtzzG34fyys&list=PL-cO8lcaOYu1VmsheoFHcj1fRZLhW7bof
https://player.vimeo.com/video/1072354542
https://me-assess.state.nwea.org/practice/inbrowser/app.html?page=practice&appConfig=me
https://me-assess.state.nwea.org/practice/inbrowser/app.html?page=practice&appConfig=me
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA
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Professional Learning Opportunities
Maine Through Year Assessment: A Balanced Approach
Topic: Maine Through Year Assessment as part of a balanced assessment system, including summative and 
interim components  
*Includes information on the 2025 RIT score norms and the enhanced item selection algorithm.

Offerings:
• Monday, September 15, 3:00-4:30 PM (Register)
• Monday, September 22, 12:00-1:30 PM (Register)

Maine Through Year Assessment Fall Interim Reports
Topic: Overview of Maine Through Year Assessment fall interim reports, including RIT, Student, and Report 
Export in Acacia, as well as MAP Growth reports

Offerings:
• Monday, September 22, 3:00-4:00 PM (Register)
• Wednesday, October 15, 12:00-1:00 PM (Register)

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/794008mqRkWCuNPPqaNG2w
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/0rSO3p9tSq6HCteZjYEovQ
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/u0oSiCA8ShiwcuT9DbS8Iw
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/dODL2eg5TmuP4oBXs0xaSQ
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Maine Through Year Assessment: 
Whom do I contact?

NWEA Maine Partner 
Support
(855) 430-1777
techsupport@nwea.org 
• Technical issues with the 

Acacia platform

• Technical issues with the 
State Solutions Secure 
Browser

• Technical issues with the 
MAP Growth platform, 
including rostering in 
MAP

Maine DOE Assessment Team
(207) 215-6528
Krista.Averill@maine.gov

• Questions related to assessment 
content, accessibility, scoring, and 
reporting

• Policy-related questions

• Any problems that NWEA Maine 
Partner Support or the MEDMS 
Support Team are not able to 
resolve – If you have a case number 
(NWEA) or ticket number (MEDMS 
Support), please provide.

Maine DOE MEDMS 
Support Team
(207) 624-6896
MEDMS.Support@maine.gov 

• Help determining if a student is 
eligible for the Maine Through 
Year Assessment, based on 
information entered by the 
SAU into Synergy

• Updating student enrollment 
information in Synergy

• Updated staff information in 
NEO

mailto:techsupport@nwea.org
mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
mailto:MEDMS.Support@maine.gov
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Maine Science 
Assessment
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Mark Your Calendar!

Spring 2026 Administration Dates
• High School: April 1 – 17, 2026
• Grades 5 & 8: May 11 – 22, 2026

There will remain three sessions per grade level, each 50 minutes in 
length for high school and 60 minutes in length for grades 5 & 8.
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New District Assessment Coordinator 
(DAC) Accounts
• Kite: The reporting platform for the Maine Science Assessment

• A new DAC file was provided to the vendor on July 24.
• Any DACs entered into NEO after July 24 should reach out directly to 

Krista.Averill@maine.gov to have their Kite account created.

• ADAM: The Assessment Delivery and Management system
• New DACs entered in NEO prior to mid-February 2026 will automatically have 

an account created in ADAM.
• When access to ADAM opens in late-February 2026, new DACs who need 

additional assistance accessing their account should reach out to 
Krista.Averill@maine.gov.

https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
https://adamexam.com/
https://adamexam.com/
mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
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Score Reporting
August 25, 2025: Reports became available in the Kite reporting 
platform.

General Assessment: 
SAU and School Reports (PDFs) – 
Big-picture overview of SAU and 
school performance
Individual Student Report (PDF) – 
For distribution to 
parents/guardians
Data Extracts: 
Student Score Data File (CSV) – 
More detailed, granular 
information regarding student 
performance, including subscores

https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
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Score Reporting

Scoring and Reporting Resources:
• Reporting Platform Guide
• Score Interpretation Guide

A brief overview of reports was provided during our August 20th 
Office Hours. You may view the recording here. (See minute 
34:50-41:08.)

https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/29653828538647-Scoring-and-Reporting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDd9t8iY36w&list=PL-cO8lcaOYu1VmsheoFHcj1fRZLhW7bof
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FAQ: When should I distribute 
Individual Student Reports?
• SAUs are encouraged to use their local 

communication tools and platforms with which 
families are most familiar for the delivery of ISRs. 
Distribution can be paper-based or virtual.

• It is recommended to distribute ISRs to 
families within two weeks of the last ISR becoming 
available.​
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Professional Learning Opportunities
Making Sense of the Maine Science Assessment: 
A 3D Approach 
Topic: Connections between the 3 dimensions of the Next 
Generation Science Standards and the Maine Science 
Assessment design, scores, and reports
Offerings:
• Monday, September 8, 3:00-4:30 PM (Register)
• Wednesday, September 17, 12:00-1:30 PM (Register)

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/GYYvaZqSRbu1GTRISyH-_g
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/O09gToxBS1-lyy88nR8IQA
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Maine Science Assessment: Whom do I 
contact?

Maine DOE Assessment 
Team
Krista.Averill@maine.gov

(207) 215-6528

• Questions related to 
assessment content, 
accessibility, scoring, and 
reporting

• Policy-related questions

• Help with the creation of 
DAC accounts in Kite

Kite Service Desk
Kite-support@ku.edu

(855) 277-9752
• Accessing reports from 

2023-2025

• DACs creating user 
accounts for others within 
their SAU

Manuals & Guides – 
Maine Science Support Desk
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us 

mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
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National and 
International 
Assessments
NAEP 2026 is around the corner!



42

NAEP 2026 Assessments
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Preparing for NAEP 2026 – 
Understanding the Context

• New frameworks for the NAEP mathematics and reading assessments
• Continue the transition to administer NAEP on school devices. 

• Students at schools using school managed Chromebooks or Windows devices 
that meet technical requirements will be assessed using school devices and  
school Wi-Fi for 2026.

• Other schools will be assessed on NAEP devices using a NAEP provided 
private network.

• iOS devices are scheduled to be added for NAEP 2028.
• SAU and school notifications were sent the week of August 11th.
• Assessment dates will be provided in October.
• Technology Survey contact needed! - Who would be the best person to complete 

this for the schools?

https://www.nagb.gov/naep/frameworks-overview.html
https://www.nagb.gov/naep-subject-areas/mathematics/2026-naep-mathematics-framework.html
https://www.nagb.gov/naep/reading/naep-reading-assessment-framework.html


NAEP 2026 Timeline

MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR 

Review school sample

Block dates in 
scheduling application

Districts and schools 
complete School 

Technology Survey (STS) 
NAEP Application 

Installation/Validation

Import Student Lists 
Submission Window

School Preassessment 
Activities

Assessment Planning 
Meetings (APM) 

NAEP 2026 Assessment 
Window

July 15 – September 19

Jan 26 – Mar 20

Jan 8 – 24

Dec 8 – Jan 24

May – Jun

Jun – Sept

Jun 6 – Dec 31

Oct 6 – Nov 21

Early May
School Sample on NN

Early Jun
School Sample in AMS

Early Dec
Student Sample in AMS

Final decisions and approvals still pending

If the school technology survey has not been submitted by 
the deadline, the school will automatically be assigned to the 

school device model.
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Technology Timeline NAEP 2026

JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

App Installer Downloads App & Runs Device Readiness Check 
July – Dec 31

20
26

SC (or TC) Completes 
Technical Logistics & Device 

Readiness Checks on 50% 
Dec 8 –Before APM

APMs
Jan 5–Jan 23

Model Assignment with STS submission

School Technology Survey 
Jun – September 19th

For 2026: 
Model assignment with 

STS submission

Device Readiness Checks 
completed with 

preassessment activities

NAEP Assessment 
Application will be 

available with the STS
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NAEP 2026 – School Device 
Technical Requirements

LTS on Chrome Link

https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://support.google.com/chrome/a/answer/11333726
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NAEP 2026 September Priorities
• The NAEP 2026 School Technology Survey (STS) is open.  

• Identify and designate the best person to complete the STS 
( completing the STS pdf resource)

• Send contact information to regina.lewis@maine.gov 
• Deadline for submission is September 19th

• Schools not completing and submitting the survey will 
automatically be designated for school device 
administration

• Designated staff should register for the NAEP Assessment 
Management System (AMS).  Invitations expire after 30 days. 

• Would you like to register for the NAEP 2026 AMS?  If you have 
not yet received an invitation from naep-ams@naepnpd.org, 
please reach out.  

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Registering%20for%20the%20NAEP%20Assessment%20Management%20System%20%26%20Completing%20the%20School%20Technology%20Survey%20-%208.11.2025.pdf
mailto:regina.lewis@maine.gov
mailto:naep-ams@naepnpd.org
mailto:naep-ams@naepnpd.org
mailto:naep-ams@naepnpd.org
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NAEP 2026 School Technology 
Survey Progresss

Only 30 surveys have been completed 
and submitted as of 6:40 am, 
Wednesday, September 3rd. 
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NAEP 2026 Resources
• Registering for the NAEP AMS & completing the STS pdf 

resource (include instructions for registration)
• An informational video for SAUs and an informational video 

for schools are available
• Reminders: 

• Multifactor Authentication is now a requirement for 
access to the AMS 

• The AMS website and all accounts are new for 2026
• Please continue to update NEO as administrative and 

staffing changes are finalized. 

https://naep.ams.naepnpd.org/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Registering%20for%20the%20NAEP%20Assessment%20Management%20System%20%26%20Completing%20the%20School%20Technology%20Survey%20-%208.11.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Registering%20for%20the%20NAEP%20Assessment%20Management%20System%20%26%20Completing%20the%20School%20Technology%20Survey%20-%208.11.2025.pdf
https://westat.box.com/s/ljdacyxkli5kg812otw585zigc9lwp2m
https://westat.box.com/s/ljdacyxkli5kg812otw585zigc9lwp2m
https://westat.box.com/s/bym7ib21dazrzig2v9u3j04cz2c6umgn
https://westat.box.com/s/bym7ib21dazrzig2v9u3j04cz2c6umgn
https://naep.ams.naepnpd.org/
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NAEP 2026 – Other resources
• NAEP 2026 eNAEP Download Center
• NAEP 2026 Facts for Districts
• NAEP 2026 Facts for Principals  -

• Grades 4 & 8 Mathematics and Reading
• Grade 8 Civics and U.S. History
• Grades 4, 8, & 12 Mathematics and 

Reading Pilots
• NAEP 2026 School Technology Survey - pdf 

preview copy
• NAEP 2026 School Device Technical 

Requirements

https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
https://westat.box.com/s/con0iar4z31cfhb8gwm7iac57xgzhgsx
https://westat.box.com/s/con0iar4z31cfhb8gwm7iac57xgzhgsx
https://westat.box.com/s/e6bj2azi95xsqh5tsz76lxnk53lk9tch
https://westat.box.com/s/e6bj2azi95xsqh5tsz76lxnk53lk9tch
https://westat.box.com/s/ur0kdfz5b4q2y4aq7pkkbgg4web752hn
https://westat.box.com/s/ur0kdfz5b4q2y4aq7pkkbgg4web752hn
https://westat.box.com/s/l8kh2vmrgabbf3jp2w6pnuqzlcaqe469
https://westat.box.com/s/l8kh2vmrgabbf3jp2w6pnuqzlcaqe469
https://westat.box.com/s/l8kh2vmrgabbf3jp2w6pnuqzlcaqe469
https://westat.app.box.com/s/n5xq6pwx9psxfe7scy5i8q958pfj62ok
https://westat.app.box.com/s/n5xq6pwx9psxfe7scy5i8q958pfj62ok
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
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National and International 
Assessments - NAEP
Whom do I contact?

NAEP AMS and eNAEP 
Helpdesk
(800) 283-6237
naephelp@westat.com
• Technical issues with AMS
• Password recovery not working
• Unable to select or manage 

tiles
• Student name changes
• eNAEP Download Center

NAEP Field Representative
Contact using information 
provided in NAEP AMS and via 
Email

• School Delay or closing
• Need to reschedule
• Change in Assessment Logistics

Maine DOE NAEP Coordinator
(207) 530-1355
Regina.Lewis@maine.gov
• AMS account creation
• Acquiring AMS access for 

additional staff
• Questions related to assessment 

accessibility, exclusion, and 
refusals

• Policy related questions
• Any problems that NAEP Field 

Representative and NAEP Helpdesk 
are unable to answer

mailto:naephelp@westat.com
mailto:regina.lewis@maine.gov
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ACCESS and Alternate 
ACCESS
Maine’s general and alternate assessments of English language proficiency 
Coordinator: Mechelle Ganglfinger

January 6 – February 27, 2026
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New in 2025 – 2026
General ACCESS

• Redesigned ACCESS – complete alignment to 2020 ELD Standards Framework
• Social/instructional language embedded throughout forms, rather than just 

entry level folders/tasks
• Audio streaming – slowly phasing out CDs for paper-based forms
• 4th Grade Writing Booklet option – Maine specific
• Technology updates – Chrome version 15 will not work as of August 2025. 

Webinar with all updates available in the SEA Secure Portal, please share 
with Technology Coordinators
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New in 2025 – 2026
Kindergarten ACCESS

If you’re familiar with Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs, you’ll notice the following 
changes on WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten:
 Fewer test materials to manage (no more activity board and fewer cards!)
 All four domains connect to a single new storyline  
 Each language domain is administered once, with no starting or skipping 

rules
 New task types reflect everyday classroom practices
 A separate score sheet to mark student scores for Listening and Speaking, 

Writing, and Reading
 Revised scoring protocols and rubrics for Speaking and Writing tasks

Learn more about the changes to ACCESS on the WIDA ACCESS in 2025-2026 webpage

https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess
https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess
https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess


55

2025-2026 Important Dates
9/1/2025 - 10/24/2025
For students who require paper-based materials per the IEP or 504 Plan, a Paper Materials Request 
must be submitted by the SAU.

Access the instructions and request here:  Maine DOE English Language Proficiency Assessments

11/20/2025 - 2/2026

This year, WIDA will begin providing student reports for participants in LT4D

For students who qualify for participation and reporting of less than four domains due to a 
documented exceptionality, a Less Than Four Domains Request must be submitted by the SAU.
Access the instructions and request here:  Maine DOE English Language Proficiency Assessments

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/access
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/access
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WIDA Secure Portal 2025-2026 Trainings
District ACCESS Test Coordinators ensure that all educators administering ACCESS in SY2025-2026 complete the 

appropriate training course in the WIDA Secure Portal as well as the certification quiz with a score of 80% or greater.

2025-2026 Required  Training for Test Administrators of WIDA ACCESS
• Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA ACCESS Paper 
• Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA ACCESS Paper
• Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA Screener and WIDA ACCESS Braille 
• Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA Screener and WIDA ACCESS Braille 
• ACCESS Braille Speaking
• Kindergarten ACCESS: Administration and Scoring (available beginning 9/29/25) 
• ACCESS 4th grade Writing Domain (paper booklet) - Maine DOE specific 

Recommended Annual Recertification
• Online ACCESS: Administration 
• Paper ACCESS: Administration 
• WIDA Alternate ACCESS: Administration and Scoring (required if completed prior to 9/1/2024)
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WIDA Facilitated 
Webinar Series

Expanding Reading 
Instruction with 

Multilingual Learners
Webinar Series: 

Monday, October 6th AND 
October 20th
3:00-4:30 p.m.

When Language and Disability Meet:
Planning Instruction to Support Dually 

IdentifiedStudents​
Webinar Series:

Thursday, November 13 from 3:15-5:00 p.m. ​ AND
Thursday, November 20 from 3:15-4:45 p.m.​
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PL for 25/26 School Year
Overview of ACCESS for MLs for New Test Coordinators (all coordinators welcome) 
 Monday, November 17, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

Alternate ACCESS for MLs: An overview 
 Monday, December 1, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

Accessibility Features and Accommodations on the ACCESS Assessment 
 Monday, December 15, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

English Language Proficiency Data Interpretation & Integration 
 Monday, May 11, 2026, 3:15-4:30 p.m.

To see a full description and to register for these webinars please see the 
Event Calendar | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar
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WIDA ACCESS & Alternate ACCESS
Whom do I contact?

WIDA Client 
Services Center
(866) 276-7735
help@wida.wisc.edu

• WIDA Secure Portal 
account creation

• Assessment training 
modules

• Self-paced e-learning 
resources

Maine Department of Education
Assessment Team
(207) 242-4244
Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov

• Questions related to assessment 
coordination, administration, and 
accessibility

• Policy-related questions
• Fixing a student who appears on your 

assessment roster in NEO but does not 
appear in WIDA AMS

• Please wait at least 36 hours after making the 
update in Synergy.

• Any problems that WIDA and DRC Customer 
Services are unable to answer 

Data Recognition 
Corporation (DRC)
(855) 787-9615
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com

• WIDA AMS account 
creation

• Technical issues with the 
WIDA AMS platform, 
including finding students, 
assigning accommodations, 
and creating test sessions

• Technical issues with the 
installation of the DRC 
lockdown browser

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D142597%26elqTrackId%3D725DC3B54B930A55F7FF6D0D94F01013%26elq%3D15f1801b63014d5e99b9eac077045943%26elqaid%3D70444%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5DA6A31B0DA2A1AC6E051AB6392973401F0E350CDEEA66A3089B270BB554461E1&data=05%7C02%7Cmechelle.ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7Cd771081c26cf4e3100b308dde58b35c4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638919108248858698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TaGSd7g1OXS%2FtBX16L2tiJzrNMrsRrx3ydkorfUo5zs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D142597%26elqTrackId%3D725DC3B54B930A55F7FF6D0D94F01013%26elq%3D15f1801b63014d5e99b9eac077045943%26elqaid%3D70444%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5DA6A31B0DA2A1AC6E051AB6392973401F0E350CDEEA66A3089B270BB554461E1&data=05%7C02%7Cmechelle.ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7Cd771081c26cf4e3100b308dde58b35c4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638919108248858698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TaGSd7g1OXS%2FtBX16L2tiJzrNMrsRrx3ydkorfUo5zs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
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Multi-State Alternate 
Assessment - MSAA
Maine’s alternate assessments based on alternate academic 
achievement standards in reading, math and science (AA-AAAS)
Coordinator: Mechelle Ganglfinger

March 9 – April 24, 2026
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Important reminder!
MSAA Reports are available for 

download through 9/12/2025

To download reports, Test Coordinators will need their MSAA login credentials.

Guidance for downloading reports is provided on pages 40–41 of the 
MSAA Online Assessment System User Guide for Test Coordinators.  

For help retrieving login credentials or setting up new user accounts, please 
contact the MSAA Service Center at 866-834-8879.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msaaassessment.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fresource-files%2FMSAA_Spring25_TC_UG_ADA.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMechelle.Ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7Cd715ee80a6954defe1d508ddd90466f7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638905335113183161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WD1Uhsc5h1DG6%2Bzz6lmeSgZEYdvyQ%2Ff39%2F2uK2pq2zY%3D&reserved=0


62

2025-2026 Important Dates - MSAA
9/10/25 - Alternate Assessment Office Hours 

1/5/26  - 1/30/26 – SAUs complete Test Coordinator Survey to identify who will be 
serving as the MSAA TC

2/17/26 – MSAA System goes live for Spring 2026

2/17/26 – MSAA Training Modules available

3/9/26 – 4/24/2026 – Administration Window
Daily Office Hours will be held from 1-2pm throughout the assessment window. 

To set up an office hours appointment, please reach out to Mechelle Ganglfinger.

7/13/26 - 9/18/26 – Online reporting window for 2026 MSAA and MSAA Science

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/-Z0kqrXtQLyyeKCf1YW17Q#/registration
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
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Upcoming Training Opportunities
1% - Overview of Maine’s Alternate Assessments (AA-AAAS)  
 Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

MSAA: 1% Action Plan Training
 Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

MSAA: Practical Applications and Intended Uses of Data 
 Wednesday, October 22, 2025, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

MSAA Training for Alternate Assessment Test Coordinators (TCs) 
 Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

MSAA Training for Alternate Assessment Test Administrators (TAs)
 Wednesday, February 4, 2026, 3:15-4:15 p.m.

MSAA Early Stopping Rule
 Wednesday, February 25, 2026 3:15-4:00 p.m.
    Tuesday, March 3, 2026 10:00-10:45 a.m.

To see a full description and to register for these webinars please see the Event Calendar | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar
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Multi-State Alternate Assessment
Whom do I contact?

Maine DOE Assessment Team
(207) 242-4244
Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov

• Questions related to assessment coordination, 
administration, and accessibility

• Policy-related questions
• Fixing a student who appears on your assessment 

roster in NEO but does not appear in the MSAA 
Platform

• Please wait at least 36 hours after making the 
update in Synergy.

• Any problems that MSAA Service Desk is unable to 
answer

MSAA Service Desk
866-834-8879
MSAAServiceCenter@cognia.org
Live Chat available
• Issues with the platform
• Questions around account 

permissions/creation
• Mandatory training modules and 

quiz
• Help logging in

mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@cognia.org
https://cognia.service-now.com/com.glideapp.servicecatalog_cat_item_view.do?v=1&sysparm_id=2ee88dafdb416200f6c270f5bf9619cf


Assessment Team 
Lunch ‘n’ Learn Office Hours

Q&A
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
http://www.maine.gov/doe
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