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Use the information from Whale Fall to answer questions 1-4. 

Whale Fall 

Cassidy works as a marine biologist. She is studying the effects the blue whale has 

on the ocean ecosystem. 
 

 
She also wonders about the effects the blue whale’s very large body may have on the 
marine ecosystem once the whale dies and sinks to the bottom of the ocean. This process 
is known as whale fall. 
 

 



1. Cassidy wants to understand how the blue whale supports other organisms in 
its ocean ecosystem. She finds a food web which shows how energy and matter 
transfer to the organisms in an ecosystem. 

How do phytoplankton contribute to the matter that birds can use to grow or 
repair their bodies in this ecosystem? Write the letter of the organisms in the 
boxes to complete the food chain. 

 

 



2. Which organisms are scavengers in the blue whale’s ecosystem? Circle the 
organisms in the food web. 

 
 

 
3. Why are scavengers and decomposers important to the marine ecosystem? 

 



4. What effects will the blue whale’s very large body most likely have on the marine 
ecosystem after the whale dies? Provide an explanation. 
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