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Please post questions you may have in the chat box – we will work to 
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Jodi Bossio-Smith, Director of Assessment

Krista Averill, Assessment Coordinator

Mechelle Ganglfinger, Assessment Coordinator

Dr. Regina Lewis, NAEP State Coordinator – sends regrets

Daniella Crone, Office Specialist

Today’s Agenda
 Maine Through Year Assessment
 Maine Science Assessment
 National Assessment of 

Educational Progress 2026
 Alternate and English Language 

Proficiency Assessments 2026
 Questions & Answers
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Security Training for the MEAs
• District and School Assessment Coordinators must:

• Watch the Assessment Coordinator Security Training
• Read the Assessment Security Handbook, available on the Assessment 

Security webpage
• Sign the Maine Educational Assessment Security and Data Privacy 

Agreement, Appendix A of the Assessment Security Handbook
• Complete the applicable assessment-specific trainings
• Ensure that all proctors have received the necessary training

• Proctors or assessment administrators must: 
• Watch the two, brief assessment security webisodes, available on the 

Assessment Security webpage
• Sign the Maine Educational Assessment Security and Data Privacy 

Agreement, Appendix A of the Assessment Security Handbook
• Complete the applicable assessment-specific training

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/security
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Maine Through Year 
Assessment
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NWEA: 
Summer 2025 Changes
• New RIT Score Norms
• Enhanced Item Selection Algorithm
• MAP Growth Rostering Changes
• New Login Page
• MAP Growth User Role Permission Changes
• Updated System & Technology Requirements
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Information and Slides from 
the NWEA Webinar:
Same scale, new reference: 
What’s new in the 2025 
MAP Growth norms
Watch the webinar recording here!
(You may be prompted to provide your name and email to NWEA in order to access this resource.)

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/


77NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


88NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


99NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf
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One factor influencing new 
norms is the new Enhanced 
Item Selection Algorithm.
• Change in how the assessment selects items, or questions, 

for students
• Prioritizes the selection of on-grade items
• Better alignment to the content students are currently 

learning in the classroom



1111NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1212NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1313NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1414NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1515NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1616NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1717NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1818NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


1919NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2020NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2121NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2222NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2323NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2424NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2525NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2626NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2727NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2828NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


2929NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


3030NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


3131NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


3232NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


3333NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf


3434NWEA Resources:
Webinar Recording & Slides

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/same-scale-new-reference-whats-new-in-the-2025-map-growth-norms/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/2025-Norms_What-to-Expect_Partner-Facing-PPT-Final.pdf
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More 2025 Norms Resources

• Norms Toolkit

• 2025 Norms Quick Reference

• MAP Growth Norms Technical Manual

https://connection.nwea.org/s/norms-toolkit?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/norms-toolkit?language=en_US
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/87992/2025-MAP-Growth-norms-quick-reference_NWEA_onesheet-1.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/87992/2025-MAP-Growth-norms-quick-reference_NWEA_onesheet-1.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/


Back to School ‘25

Hailey Westphal, NWEA Lead Solution Delivery Consultant



25-26 Rostering in MAP 
Growth



Your NWEA Rostering Options
• NWEA Standard Rostering (File-Based Upload)

• NWEA Clever

• NWEA ClassLink

• HMH Rostering Service (options include Clever and ClassLink connection)

• Note: Your rostering selection will not impact testing for the Maine Through Year Assessment.



HMH Rostering Service
What is it?
• A unified rostering platform integrating NWEA MAP Growth and HMH digital products.

• Allows districts to roster students and staff once for all connected solutions.

• Supports multiple methods: Clever, ClassLink, OneRoster API, Simple File Format

Benefits
• Roster once for both MAP and HMH platforms—no duplicate efforts

• Improved user interface and error handling

• Deeper integration with HMH curriculum tools like Read180, Math180, Waggle, and Personalized Path

• Flexible role switching and user management



Rostering Resources
• HMH Rostering Service Help

• NWEA Rostering Implementation Guide

• Clever + HMH

• Classlink - HMH Rostering

• SAUs interested in migrating to HMH Rostering Service can send an email to digitalsolutions@nwea.org

• For rostering related questions, contact the Maine designated support line:

o 855-430-1777 

o 7 AM to 8 PM EST

o Monday through Friday

https://support.hmhco.com/s/article/roster
https://support.hmhco.com/s/article/roster
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/2025-rostering-implementation-guide-MCYXM6QEKIXRCT7L5FPQRVHB4WF4?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nwea-news/2025-rostering-implementation-guide-MCYXM6QEKIXRCT7L5FPQRVHB4WF4?language=en_US
https://www.clever.com/clever-hmh
https://www.clever.com/clever-hmh
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
https://www.classlink.com/events/hmh-rostering-transition-office-hours
mailto:digitalsolutions@nwea.org


New Login Page



New Login Page

Check System Status and 
Get Support will be on 

the screen with the 
password prompt



MAP Growth User Role 
Permission Changes



User Role Permission Changes
• NWEA updated specific user roles to simplify and unify 

permissions across our platform and HMH systems. 

• This change ensures users have consistent, role-appropriate 
access, reduces confusion when working across systems, and 
supports a streamlined experience for managing assessments 
and interventions.



District Proctor Update 
• Adding and editing students to the system is now reserved for 

Data  Administrators. District Proctors will be able to Manage Test Sessions for 
all students within a district.

• Note: This change is to MAP Growth user roles. Proctor role permissions in the 
Maine Through Year Assessment platform, Acacia, remain the same.



District Assessment Coordinator Updates
• User permissions are now reserved for reporting purposes. DACs will be able to 

view MAP Growth and operational reports for all schools.
• Note: This change is to MAP Growth user roles. District Assessment Coordinator role 

permissions in the Maine Through Year Assessment platform, Acacia, remain the 
same.



What does this mean?
• MAP Growth users with the District Assessment Coordinator role who complete any of the actions 

below, will now need the System Administrator role or Data Administrator role.

• When users update their profiles in MAP Growth, those changes will sync to the Maine Through 
Year Assessment platform, Acacia. 

Action Role Required

Manage MAP preferences (grade, program names) System Administrator

Manage MAP Test Restrictions System Administrator

Manage Test Window System Administrator

Add district administrator accounts, including Sys 
Admin System Administrator or Data Administrator

Add school administrator accounts System Administrator or Data Administrator

Add teacher accounts System Administrator or Data Administrator

Edit staff/student number System Administrator or Data Administrator

View Admin/Teacher System Administrator or Data Administrator

Manage NWEA Data Partners System Administrator



System and Technology 
Requirements



System and Technology Requirements
• If you need help determining if your system meets the current OS and browser 

minimums required by NWEA, you can check your system using the NWEA 
workstation diagnostic tool. This web-based tool checks if your device is configured 
to current OS and browser minimums. It is helpful to partners who need to prepare 
devices for testing and proctoring.

• NWEA recommends turning off automatic updates during an assessment window.

• MAP Growth System Requirements

• Acacia System Requirements (Maine Through Year Assessment)

https://check.nwea.org/
https://check.nwea.org/
https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/Minimum-System-Requirements-WBM?language=en_US
https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/Minimum-System-Requirements-WBM?language=en_US
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/StateSolutionsSystemRequirements_NWEA.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/StateSolutionsSystemRequirements_NWEA.pdf


50

Transition to CONNECT
Synergy will continue to be utilized for 
enrollment information for the Fall 2025 
administration of the Maine Through 
Year Assessment.
The Maine DOE Data Team anticipates 
that the transition to CONNECT will occur 
in early 2026.
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New District Assessment Coordinator 
(DAC) Accounts
• MAP (start.mapnwea.org): NWEA’s platform for the MAP Growth 

assessment, which also serves as the access point for Acacia
• Acacia: NWEA’s platform for the Maine Through Year Assessment, 

accessed by first logging into MAP
• To access both MAP and Acacia, a MAP System Administrator for the 

SAU must create an Assessment Coordinator account in MAP for the 
new DAC.

• The new DAC may also be assigned the System Administrator user role if they 
will be adding, editing, or removing other staff users.

• User roles for accounts created in MAP sync to Acacia nightly.
• See the User and Student Management Guide for more information.

https://start.mapnwea.org/
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
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Individual Student 
Report
Developed specifically for parents and 
guardians of students

52
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Individual Student 
Report
What is the Maine Through Year 
Assessment, and why is my child 
taking this test? 

53
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Individual Student 
Report
Is my child meeting state expectations? 

54
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Individual Student 
Report
Where can I find more information 
about the four achievement levels?

55



56

How to Access the 
ISR in Acacia

56

OR
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Distribution of ISRs

• Although other reports, such as the MAP Growth Family 
Report, may also be provided to families, the Individual 
Student Report must be distributed to families.

• Distribution can be paper-based or virtual.
• SAUs are encouraged to use their local communication tools 

and platforms with which families are most familiar for the 
delivery of ISRs.
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2025-26 School Year

Administration Schedule
•Fall: September 15 – October 24
•Optional winter: January 5 – February 13
•Spring: April 13 – May 29 (closed April 20-24)
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Fall Administration: Important Dates
August 29: Assessment roster daily change files begin, based on student 

enrollment data entered by the SAU

September 2: Acacia opens for pre-administration activities

• Assign supports and accommodations 
• Accessibility Guide
• User and Student Management Guide, Part 6

• Print test tickets (Manage Online Testing Guide, Part 3)

September 15 – October 24: Fall 2025 administration window

• Provide proctors with administration scripts (Assessment Administration 
Guide)

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Accessibility-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-User-and-Student-Management-Guide_NWEA-Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Manage-Online-Testing_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Administration-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/ME-Through-Year-Assessment-Administration-Guide_NWEA_Guide.pdf
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Fall Administration: Important Dates
October 17 @ 4:00 PM: Last opportunity to request assessment 

resets for Fall 2025

• Fall 2025 Reset Process Flow

October 23 @ 7:59 PM: Last assessment roster daily change file is 
generated. Any changes to student enrollments in Synergy after 
this time will not appear in Acacia.

October 31: Last day of SAU data cleanup window

• SAU Data Cleanup Checklist

https://www.nwea.org/uploads/Fall-25-Maine-Through-Year-Assessment-Reset-Process.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/Fall-25-Maine-Through-Year-Assessment-Reset-Process.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/The-Maine-Through-Year-SAU-Cleanup-Window-Checklist_Fall-2025.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/uploads/The-Maine-Through-Year-SAU-Cleanup-Window-Checklist_Fall-2025.pdf
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Training Specific to the Maine 
Through Year Assessment
Once each academic year, the following trainings must 
be completed:
• District and School Assessment Coordinators – 

Assessment Coordinator Training Module
• Updated for 2025-26
• New link will become available from NWEA soon on the 

Connection page!

• Proctors - Maine Through Year Assessment Proctor 
Training Video

• An updated version with new screenshots is in progress
• You may still use last year’s version, as the information 

(other than the screenshots) has not changed

https://connection.nwea.org/s/maine-connection?language=en_US
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zbQP1ZabtU
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Maine Through Year Assessment: 
Whom do I contact?
NWEA Maine Partner Support
(855) 430-1777
techsupport@nwea.org 

• Technical issues with the Acacia 
platform

• Technical issues with the MAP Growth 
platform, including rostering in MAP

Maine DOE Assessment Team
Krista.Averill@maine.gov
(207) 215-6528

• Questions related to assessment content, 
accessibility, scoring, and reporting

• Policy-related questions

mailto:techsupport@nwea.org
mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
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Maine Science 
Assessment
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New District Assessment Coordinator 
(DAC) Accounts
• Kite: The reporting platform for the Maine Science Assessment

• A new DAC file was provided to the vendor on July 24.
• Any DACs entered into NEO after July 24 should reach out directly to 

Krista.Averill@maine.gov to have their Kite account created.

• ADAM: The Assessment Delivery and Management system
• New DACs entered in NEO prior to mid-February 2026 will automatically have 

an account created in ADAM.
• When access to ADAM opens in late-February 2026, new DACs who need 

additional assistance accessing their account should reach out to 
Krista.Averill@maine.gov.

mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
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Score Reporting
August 26, 2025: Reports become available in the Kite reporting 
platform.

General Assessment: 
SAU and School Reports (PDFs) – Big-
picture overview of SAU and school 
performance
Individual Student Report (PDF) – For 
distribution to parents/guardians
Data Extracts: 
Student Score Data File (CSV) – More 
detailed, granular information regarding 
student performance, including 
subscores

Scoring and Reporting Resources:
• Reporting Platform Guide
• Score Interpretation Guide

https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://educator-testlet.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/29653828538647-Scoring-and-Reporting
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For schools and districts:
School and SAU Summary Reports
How are students in my school and SAU/district performing 
compared to students across the State of Maine?
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For more information on 
subscores, please see the 
Score Interpretation Guide.

https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/18667628657431-Score-Interpretation-Guide
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For families: 
Individual Student Report (ISR)
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Individual Student Report (ISR)

What is the Maine Science 
Assessment?
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Individual Student Report (ISR)

What questions can I ask my child and 
their teacher?
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Is my child 
meeting state 
expectations?
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How does my 
child’s science 
achievement 
compare to 
other students?
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What are areas of relative strength and need for my child?
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How to Access the ISR in 
Kite – One PDF per Student

76
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How to Access 
the ISR in Kite 
– Multiple 
Students per 
PDF

77
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Distribution of ISRs

It is recommended to distribute ISRs to families 
within two weeks of the last ISR becoming available 
(August 26).
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For schools and districts:
Student Score Data File (SSDF)
How does the achievement compare of different students?

Which NGSS topics are areas of strength and of need for my 
students?
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2025-26 School Year

Spring 2026 Administration Dates
• High School: April 1 – 17, 2026
• Grades 5 & 8: May 11 – 22, 2026

There will remain three sessions per grade level, each 50 minutes in 
length for high school and 60 minutes in length for grades 5 & 8.



81

Maine Science Assessment: Whom do I 
contact?

Maine DOE 
Assessment Team
Krista.Averill@maine.gov

(207) 215-6528

• Questions related to 
assessment content, 
accessibility, scoring, and 
reporting

• Policy-related questions

Kite Service Desk
Kite-support@ku.edu

(855) 277-9752
• Accessing reports from 

Spring 2023 and Spring 
2024

• DACs creating user 
accounts

Spring 2025 reports will be 
available August 26.

Maine Science Support Desk
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us 

• Technical issues with the ADAM platform

mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
mailto:Kite-support@ku.edu
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
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National and 
International 
Assessments
NAEP 2026 is coming soon!
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NAEP 2026 Assessments
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Preparing for NAEP 2026 – 
Understanding the Context

• New frameworks for the NAEP mathematics and reading assessments
• Continue the transition to administer NAEP on school devices. 

• Students at schools using school managed Chromebooks or Windows devices 
that meet technical requirements will be assessed using school devices and  
school Wi-Fi for 2026.

• Other schools will be assessed on NAEP devices using a NAEP provided 
private network.

• iOS devices are scheduled to be added for NAEP 2028.
• SAU and school notifications were sent the week of August 11th.
• Assessment dates will be provided in October.
• Technology Survey contact needed! - Who would be the best person to complete 

this for the schools?

https://www.nagb.gov/naep/frameworks-overview.html
https://www.nagb.gov/naep-subject-areas/mathematics/2026-naep-mathematics-framework.html
https://www.nagb.gov/naep/reading/naep-reading-assessment-framework.html


NAEP 2026 Timeline

MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR 

Review school sample

Block dates in 
scheduling application

Districts and schools 
complete School 

Technology Survey (STS) 
NAEP Application 

Installation/Validation

Import Student Lists 
Submission Window

School Preassessment 
Activities

Assessment Planning 
Meetings (APM) 

NAEP 2026 Assessment 
Window

July 22 – September 19

Jan 26 – Mar 20

Jan 8 – 24

Dec 8 – Jan 24

May – Jun

June – Aug

July 22 – Dec 31

Nov 1– Nov 21

Early May
School Sample on NN

Early Jun
School Sample in AMS

Early Dec
Student Sample in AMS

Final decisions and approvals still pending

If the school technology survey has not been submitted by 
the deadline, the school will automatically be assigned to the 

school device model.
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Technology Timeline NAEP 2026

JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

App Installer Downloads App & Runs Device Readiness Check 
July 22 – Dec 31

20
26

SC (or TC) Completes 
Technical Logistics & Device 

Readiness Checks on 50% 
Dec 8 –Before APM

APMs
Jan 5–Jan 23

Model Assignment with STS submission

School Technology Survey 
July 22 – September 19th

For 2026: 
Model assignment with 

STS submission

Device Readiness Checks 
completed with 

preassessment activities

NAEP Assessment 
Application will be 

available with the STS
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NAEP 2026 – School Device 
Technical Requirements

https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
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NAEP 2026 Resources

Registering for the NAEP AMS & completing 
the STS pdf resource
• An informational video for SAUs and an 

informational video for schools are 
available

• An informational video is available to assist 
with Getting Started in the NAEP 
Assessment Management System (AMS)

• Multifactor Authentication is now a 
requirement for access to the AMS 

• The AMS website and all accounts are 
new for 2026

https://naep.ams.naepnpd.org/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Registering%20for%20the%20NAEP%20Assessment%20Management%20System%20%26%20Completing%20the%20School%20Technology%20Survey%20-%208.11.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20Registering%20for%20the%20NAEP%20Assessment%20Management%20System%20%26%20Completing%20the%20School%20Technology%20Survey%20-%208.11.2025.pdf
https://westat.app.box.com/s/ljdacyxkli5kg812otw585zigc9lwp2m
https://westat.app.box.com/s/ljdacyxkli5kg812otw585zigc9lwp2m
https://westat.app.box.com/s/bym7ib21dazrzig2v9u3j04cz2c6umgn
https://westat.app.box.com/s/2fll2087549n00vs87ea16f115gzj7q3
https://westat.app.box.com/s/2fll2087549n00vs87ea16f115gzj7q3
https://naep.ams.naepnpd.org/
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Other NAEP Resources
• NAEP 2026 eNAEP Download Center
• NAEP 2026 Facts for Districts
• NAEP 2026 Facts for Principals  -

• Grades 4 & 8 Mathematics and Reading
• Grade 8 Civics and U.S. History
• Grades 4, 8, & 12 Mathematics and Reading Pilots

• NAEP 2026 School Technology Survey - preview copy
• NAEP 2026 School Device Technical Requirements

https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
https://westat.box.com/s/con0iar4z31cfhb8gwm7iac57xgzhgsx
https://westat.box.com/s/con0iar4z31cfhb8gwm7iac57xgzhgsx
https://westat.box.com/s/e6bj2azi95xsqh5tsz76lxnk53lk9tch
https://westat.box.com/s/e6bj2azi95xsqh5tsz76lxnk53lk9tch
https://westat.box.com/s/ur0kdfz5b4q2y4aq7pkkbgg4web752hn
https://westat.box.com/s/ur0kdfz5b4q2y4aq7pkkbgg4web752hn
https://westat.box.com/s/l8kh2vmrgabbf3jp2w6pnuqzlcaqe469
https://westat.box.com/s/l8kh2vmrgabbf3jp2w6pnuqzlcaqe469
https://westat.app.box.com/s/n5xq6pwx9psxfe7scy5i8q958pfj62ok
https://westat.app.box.com/s/n5xq6pwx9psxfe7scy5i8q958pfj62ok
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/technical-requirements/os-&-hardware-requirements
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NAEP Drop In Technical 
Assistance

•  Wednesday August 27th 12pm - 1pm: 
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/81766983153

•  Friday September 5th 12pm – 1pm : 
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/89550345090

** For More Information or additional assistance, please contact 
 Regina Lewis, regina.lewis@maine.gov 

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/81766983153
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/89550345090
mailto:regina.lewis@maine.gov


91

National and International 
Assessments - NAEP

Whom do I contact? NAEP AMS and eNAEP 
Helpdesk
(800) 283-6237
naephelp@westat.com
• Technical issues with AMS
• Password recovery not working
• Unable to select or manage 

tiles
• Student name changes
• eNAEP Download Center

NAEP Field Representative
Contact using information 
provided in NAEP AMS and via 
Email

• School Delay or closing
• Need to reschedule
• Change in Assessment Logistics

Maine DOE NAEP Coordinator
(207) 530-1355
regina.lewis@maine.gov
• AMS account creation
• Acquiring AMS access for 

additional staff
• Questions related to assessment 

accessibility, exclusion, and 
refusals

• Policy related questions
• Any problems that NAEP Field 

Representative and NAEP Helpdesk 
are unable to answer

mailto:naephelp@westat.com
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
https://enaep.naep.ed.gov/download-center/resources/index.html#/en/getting-started/preassessment-tools
mailto:regina.lewis@maine.gov
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ACCESS and Alternate 
ACCESS
Maine’s general and alternate assessments of English language proficiency 
Coordinator: Mechelle Ganglfinger

January 6 – February 27, 2026
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Reminder 
2025 ACCESS Reports 

Available for Download
From the Published Reports page, WIDA AMS users 
can view, download, or print district-level and school-level report data.
To view or print published WIDA ACCESS reports, complete the following steps:
• Click Reporting Services from the WIDA AMS My Applications menu bar.
• Click Published Reports from the left-hand navigation menu on the Reporting Services 

landing page.

• Populate the State, District and School drop-down menus as needed. Additional filters 
will appear as you make your selection.

• Select the appropriate Registration Window from the drop-down menu.
• Click Display Reports to populate the Reports table or Clear to clear your filter criteria 

and start over.

• Use the checkboxes to the left of the report to select the report(s) for download.
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WIDA Alternate ACCESS Exit Criteria
To exit from ESOL services, a student identified as a multilingual learner (ML) must 

demonstrate English language proficiency (ELP). 
During the 2024-2025 school year, WIDA introduced the redesigned WIDA Alternate 

ACCESS, an assessment designed to measure the English language proficiency of MLs with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Maine’s new exit criteria for multilingual learners with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities participating in the WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS has been established as an overall Composite Proficiency 

Level of 4.0.
For resources around WIDA Alternate ACCESS score reports, scale scores/proficiency levels, and communicating with families, please log 

in: WIDA Secure Portal>Resources>Alternate ACCESS/Scores & Reporting

https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login
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Important Dates 2025-2026
11/20/25 - Test setup available for ACCESS Test Coordinators in WIDA AMS
10/24/25 - Paper Based Request Form Due Date
12/11/25 - Paper materials received by SAU central offices
2/20/26 - Deadline for ordering additional materials
1/5/26 -2/27/26 – Administration Window

Daily Office Hours will be held from 1-2pm throughout the assessment window. 
To set up an office hours appointment, please reach out to Mechelle Ganglfinger.

2/20/26 – Less Than Four Domains (LT4D) Request Form Due
4/29/26 - 2025 ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS district, school and student reports 
available in WIDA AMS

mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
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PL for 25/26 School Year
Overview of ACCESS for MLs for New Test Coordinators (all coordinators welcome) 
 Monday, November 17, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm

Alternate ACCESS for MLs: An overview 
 Monday, December 1, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm

Accessibility Features and Accommodations on the ACCESS Assessment 
 Monday, December 15, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm

English Language Proficiency Data Interpretation & Integration 
 Monday, May 11, 2026, 3:15-4:30pm

To see a full description and to register for these webinars please see the 
Event Calendar | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar
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WIDA 
Facilitated 

Webinar Series

Expanding Reading Instruction with Multilingual Learners
Webinar Series: 

Monday, October 6th AND October 20th
3:00-4:30 p.m.
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WIDA 
Facilitated 

Webinar Series

When Language and Disability Meet:
Planning Instruction to Support Dually Identified Students

Webinar Series: 
Thursday, November 13 from 3:15-5:00 p.m.

AND 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 from 3:15-4:45p.m.
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WIDA ACCESS & Alternate ACCESS
Whom do I contact?

WIDA Client 
Services Center
1-866-276-7735
Help@WIDA.us

• WIDA Secure Portal 
account creation

• Assessment training 
modules

• Self-paced e-learning 
resources

Maine DOE Assessment Team
(207) 242-4244
mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov

• Questions related to assessment 
coordination, administration, and 
accessibility

• Policy-related questions
• Fixing a student who appears on your 

assessment roster in NEO but does not 
appear in WIDA AMS

• Please wait at least 36 hours after making the 
update in Synergy.

• Any problems that WIDA and DRC Customer 
Services are unable to answer 

Data Recognition 
Corporation (DRC)
1-855-787-9615
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com

• WIDA AMS account 
creation

• Technical issues with the 
WIDA AMS platform, 
including finding students, 
assigning accommodations, 
and creating test sessions

• Technical issues with the 
installation of the DRC 
lockdown browser

mailto:Help@WIDA.us
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
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MSAA
Maine’s alternate assessments based on alternate academic 
achievement standards in reading, math and science (AA-AAAS)
Coordinator: Mechelle Ganglfinger

March 9 – April 24, 2026
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Important reminder!
MSAA Reports are available for 

download through 9/12/2025
District, school and student reports in math/ELA/science are now available for download 

within the MSAA System.

To download reports, Test Coordinators will need their MSAA login credentials. If your 
SAU has new or additional personnel who require access to MSAA results, they will need 

to establish a Test Coordinator account with the appropriate SAU or school-level 
permissions. Guidance for downloading reports is provided on pages 40–41 of the 

MSAA Online Assessment System User Guide for Test Coordinators.  

For help retrieving login credentials or setting up new user accounts, please contact the 
MSAA Service Center at 866-834-8879.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsaaassessment.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMechelle.Ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7C6ff14144ae5b4d2552dd08dca66f7470%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638568244853198110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Usp%2B79XLVdMG31%2FE%2BqLluDVyPTkTbAtSk4he3N0hOxk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msaaassessment.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fresource-files%2FMSAA_Spring25_TC_UG_ADA.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMechelle.Ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7Cd715ee80a6954defe1d508ddd90466f7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638905335113183161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WD1Uhsc5h1DG6%2Bzz6lmeSgZEYdvyQ%2Ff39%2F2uK2pq2zY%3D&reserved=0


102

2025-2026 Important Dates - MSAA
9/10/25 - Alternate Assessment Office Hours 

1/5/26  - 1/30/26 – SAUs complete Test Coordinator Survey to identify who will be 
serving as the MSAA TC

2/17/26 – MSAA System goes live for Spring 2026

2/17/26 – MSAA Training Modules available

3/9/26 – 4/24/2026 – Administration Window
Daily Office Hours will be held from 1-2pm throughout the assessment window. 

To set up an office hours appointment, please reach out to Mechelle Ganglfinger.

7/13/26-9/18/26 – Online reporting window for 2026 MSAA and MSAA Science

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/-Z0kqrXtQLyyeKCf1YW17Q#/registration
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
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Upcoming Training Opportunities
1% - Overview of Maine’s Alternate Assessments (AA-AAAS)  
 Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm

MSAA: 1% Action Plan Training
 Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm

MSAA: Practical Applications and Intended Uses of Data 
 Wednesday, October 22, 2025, 3:15pm-4:15pm 

MSAA Training for Alternate Assessment Test Coordinators (TCs) 
 Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 3:15pm-4:15pm

MSAA Training for Alternate Assessment Test Administrators (TAs)
 Wednesday, February 4, 2026, 3:15pm-4:15pm

MSAA Early Stopping Rule
 Wednesday, February 25, 2026 3:15pm-4:00pm
    Tuesday, March 3, 2026 10:00-10:45am

To see a full description and to register for these webinars please see the Event Calendar | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar
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Multi-State Alternate Assessment
Whom do I contact?

Maine DOE Assessment Team
(207) 242-4244
mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov

• Questions related to assessment coordination, 
administration, and accessibility

• Policy-related questions
• Fixing a student who appears on your assessment 

roster in NEO but does not appear in the MSAA 
Platform

• Please wait at least 36 hours after making the 
update in Synergy.

• Any problems that MSAA Service Desk is unable to 
answer

MSAA Service Desk
866-834-8879
MSAAServiceCenter@cognia.org
Live Chat available
• Issues with the platform
• Questions around account 

permissions/creation
• Mandatory training modules and 

quiz
• Help logging in

mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@cognia.org
https://cognia.service-now.com/com.glideapp.servicecatalog_cat_item_view.do?v=1&sysparm_id=2ee88dafdb416200f6c270f5bf9619cf


Assessment Team 
Lunch ‘n’ Learn Office Hours

Q&A
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
http://www.maine.gov/doe
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