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WHAT WE HOLD

® Executive
Governor’s Office

Executive Council

= Legislative

Enacted Laws of Maine
Legislative Graveyard
Committee Files

® Judicial

= Other State Agencies




= European exploration

Baxter Rare Maps

®= Colonization / Revolution
Early statehood

Land Office surveys

=" Expansion (1800-1861)
Wabanaki documents
African-American history
in Maine
County Atlases

= Civil War &
Reconstruction

® [ndustrialization &
Immigration

Alien Registrations 1940
Vital Records, Census

= Native American policy

Indian Affairs & Land
Claims

=" Emergence of Modern
America

Suffrage
World War |

Legislation on current topics
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COLONIZATION &

REVOLUTION




1637 charter from Charles | of
England to Ferdinando Gorges
giving him the Province of
Mayne




NORTH AMERICA, CIRCA FORTS, LAKES, & TOWNS OF
THE PROVINCE OF MAINE, 1794
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR

Soldiers
at Valley Forge
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Hine



Lists of Maine soldiers in
Massachusetts regiments

WAR OF 1812
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EARLY STATEHOOD & EXPANSION
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DRAFT COPY OF 1819 CONSTITUTION
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Choosing Survival: /”f

/

Wabanaki Documents at the Maine State Archives

"And what do white people suppose we must think when we see
they wish to take from us one piece of land after another, till we
have no place to stand on, unless it is to drive us, our wives, and
our little children away?

But if so great and so free a country as this would exterminate
us, we have no chance anywhere else; we or our children must
sooner or later be driven into the salt water and perish.”

John Neptune, Nov. 1829
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Case of Atticus the Slave, 1838

Extradition request from Georgia
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UNITED STATESOF AMERICA,

IN" G E N.E R A L78E. DG S 8§  assEmBLED.
lve 1
ién i

HEN ia the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for one People i itical Bands which have connected them with ano-
ther, and to affume among the Powers of the Earth, the feparate and eqt i high the Laws of Namre and of Nntu_rc'l God entitle
them, a decent Refpe@ to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the Caufes which impel them to the ' Separation.

‘WE hold thefe Truths to bo felf-evident, that all Men are created cqual, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happinefs :—That to fecure thefe Rights, Governments are inftituted among Men, degiving their juft Powers
from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes deftru@ive of thefe Ends, it is the Right of l*eopl: tog alter or to
abalith it, and to jnftitute new G laying its Foundation on fuch Pri iples, and izing its Powers in fuch Form, as, td®the [E | feem moft

likelygo ﬁﬁitir Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will di@ate that Governments long eftablithed fhould not be changedy fos ‘;Eht and tranfient
Caules ; and Tecordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while Evils are fufferable, than to rigl lh=mf=ks by abolifh-
ing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes and Ufurpations, purfuing. invariably the fame Obje@y eviné® a Defign to
reduce them under abfolute Defpotifin, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw. off fuch Government, and to provide new Guards 'fu§ their future Secu-
rity. - Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies ; and fuch is now the Neceflity which conftrains them to alter their former Syflems of Govern-
ment.  The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated Injuries and Ufurpations, all having in dire&t Objec the Eftablithment of
an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Fadls be fubmitted fo a candid World.

! He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome ‘and neceflary for the public Good. :
! He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended in their Operation until his Affent fhould be obtain-
eg’ﬂ and when fo fufpended, he has utterly negledted to attend to them. i
PHe has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodartion of large Diftrih of People, unlefs thofe People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation
in the Legiflature, a Right incftimable to_them, and formidable to TyraxTi " ‘. #

! He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, ind diffant from the Depofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures.

+ He.has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manfy Firaxess his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

# He hs refufed for a Tong Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be cletted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have re-
turned to the People at large for their Exercife ; the State remaining in the mean Time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion from without, and Convalfions within,
+ He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpde cbftruéting the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners ; refufing to pafs others
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriati of Lani

# He has obfirutéd the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for cftablithing Judiciary Powers 3

# He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymnt of their Salaries,

¢+ He has erected a multitude of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat Bt their Subflance.

+ He has kept among us, in Times of Peice, Standing Armics, without the Confent of our Legiflatures.

¢ He has affected to render the Military independent of, and JSaperior to the Civil Power.

* He has combined with others to fubject ds to a Juridiction foreign to our Conflitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his )‘m to their
Ads. of pretended Legiflation : \ i i v

7 For quarterivig large Dodies of armed Trogps among us :

# For protelting them, by a moct Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States ;

7 For catting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :

# For impofing Taxes on us swithout our CoNsEnT :

# ForgdepriVing us, in many Cafes, of the Bencfits of Trial by Jury :

¢/ For teanfporting us_beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :

# For abolithing the Tree Syftem of Englifh Laws in a neighbouring Province, effablithing therein gn arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
4s to remder it at oncean Examplegand: fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rule -ints thefe Colonies.

/For taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable Laws, andwal?ring fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :

+For fufpending our otwn Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in &/ Cafes whatfoever.

rHe has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protetion and waging War againft us.

/He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People.

+He is, at this Time, tranfporting large  Armies of fireign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation, and Tyrawxy, already begun with
CircumRances of Cruelty and Perfidy fearcely paralleled in the moft Aerbarous Ages, and rorally unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.

# He has conftrained our Fellow Citizens, taken Captive on the high Seas, to bear ‘};ms againfl their Country; to become the Executioners of their Friends
*‘Bmhlm, or to fall themfelves by éeir Hands. .

has excited Domeftic lafurrections amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the mercily/i Indian Savages, who"\
wo Role of Warfire, is an undiftinguihed Deftruction of all Ages, Sexes, and" Conditions.

In every Stage of thefe Oppreflions we have petitioned for Redrefs, in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petitions have been anfwered only by
repeated Injury 1—A Prince, whofe Character is thus marked by every A& which may define a TyRANT, is unfit to be the Ruler of « FREE PEOPLE'!

Nor have we been wﬂn{ng in Attention to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts by their Legiflature to
extend an unwarrantable - Jurifdiction over us. We have i them of the Ci it of our Emigration and Settls here. We have appealed
to their native Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have sonjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difavow thefe Yjurpatims, which would
inevitably interrupt our Connexions and Correfpondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. ~We muft, therefore,
acquicfe in the Necefiity which denounces our Scparation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemies in War ; in Peace, Friends.

‘Wet therefdre, fthe rreseTATIVES of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Generar Concress affembled, a pealing to the SU-
*’RWE JUDGE of the World for the Reffitude of our Intentiont, do, in the Name and by the Authority of the good People of thefe Colonies, o=
leanly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Frer axp Ixperexprwr STaTes ; that they are abolved from
all Allegiance to the Britith Crown ; and that alf political Connexion between them and the State of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be torady diffolved ;
and that as Frer AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to lewy War, conclude Peace, contra@ Alliances, cftablifh Commerce, and to do aff
other A&ts and Things which InpepssnENT STATES may of Right. do. And for Suppert_of ghis Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protec-
tion of Divine Provipesce, we mutually pledge to each other our LIVES, RTUgES, and our SACRED HONOR.

« Signed & Oz'pn and in Beuarr of the Coneruss,

.5 JO HN*H A N C O C K, PRESIDENT.
Arzssj, = CHARLES THOMPS Q N, Secrerany.

‘In COUNCIL, Juiy agth, 1776,
ORDERED, That the Declaration of Independende ‘be printed 3 and a Copy fent to the Minifters of cach Parifh, of every Denomi-
nation, within this Stave ; and that they feverally be reguired to read the fame to their refpe@ive Congregations, as foon as divine
Service is ended, in the Afternoon, on the firft Lord’s-Day after they fhall have ived it And after fuch Publication thereof, to deli-
ver the faid Declaration to the Clerks of their feveral Towns, or Diftricts ; who are hereby required to record the fame in their refpective

Town, or Diftri& Books, there to remain as a perperual MevoriaL thereof. :
In the Name, and by Order of the Councit, R. DERBY, Jun. Prefident.
A true Copy Atteft, Jnmi Avery; Dep. Secy.

SALEM, Massacuuserrs-Bay : Printed by E. Russerr, by Order of Avrsomry.

Declaration of
Independence
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TWO DATABASES TO EXPLORE OUR
COLLECTIONS




igitalmaine

Home About FAQs My Account

Search

Enter search tarms:

| searcn
Digital Maine v

Advanced Search
Notify me via email er 855
Browse

State Agencies
Subjects

Contributors

For Agency Contributors
FAQs

Submit Documents

Featured Links
Maine Government
Maine State Library
Maine State Agencies

Digital Maine Partners

DPILA

DAGITAL PUBLMC LIERARY OF AMERICA

digitalmaine repository

Maine’s Service Hub for the Digital Public Library of America

e Ay

The DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community

DigitalMaine Repository

institutions around the state. Together, we are committed to providing access to Maine history, ensuring transparency

in government, and sharing the stories of the people and places of the Pine Tree State.

As Maine's service hub for the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA), the DigitalMaine Repositary is working to make

digital collections from all Maine cultural institutions freely accessible to the world.

Browse Collections

Collections from Maine
Communities

View All ==

Government Documents
from State Agencies

View All ==

Special Collections from

MSA-specific
collections:



http://www.digitalmaine.com/
https://digitalmaine.com/archives/

ARCHIVES SPACE

"https://archives.maine.gov



https://archives.maine.gov/

WAYS TO SEARCH

® https://digitalmaine.com/archives/

® https://archives.maine.gov/

= Browse
= Keyword
= Names
= Dates

Use quotes around phrases
Use asterisk - slave* vs. slavery
Boolean searching (AND, OR, NOT)

= Try Advanced Search!

All fields
= Subject (example: Maps)
= 1/1/1630 - 12/31/1850


https://digitalmaine.com/archives/
https://archives.maine.gov/

GIVE IT A TRY!

Using Digital Maine https://digitalmaine.com/archives/

What is the name of a trademarked patent medicine for jaundice?
What is the date of the earliest map by William Godsoe?

Using Archives Space https://archives.maine.gov/

How many database items do you find for smallpox?

Can you find a source referencing the death of George
Washington?

HINT: QUOTATION MARKS AROUND KEYWORD PHRASES ARE HELPFUL!


https://digitalmaine.com/archives/
https://archives.maine.gov/

HEATHER MORAN

ARCHIVIST

MAINE STATE ARCHIVES

207-287-5789

HEATHER.MORAN@MAINE.GOV

Questions?
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