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Maine State Archives

Heather Moran,

Archivist



 Executive
 Governor’s Office

 Executive Council

 Legislative
 Enacted Laws of Maine
 Legislative Graveyard
 Committee Files

 Judicial

 Other State Agencies

WHAT WE HOLD



 European exploration

 Baxter Rare Maps

 Colonization / Revolution
 Early statehood

 Land Office surveys

 Expansion (1800-1861)
Wabanaki documents
 African-American history 

in Maine
 County Atlases

 Civil War & 
Reconstruction

 Industrialization & 
Immigration
 Alien Registrations 1940

 Vital Records, Census

 Native American policy
 Indian Affairs  & Land 

Claims

 Emergence of Modern 
America
 Suffrage
 World War I
 Legislation on current topics

HOW CAN OUR COLLECTIONS HELP 
YOUR STUDENTS?



Baxter 
Rare Map 
Collection

EUROPEAN 
EXPLORATION



1684



COLONIZATION & 
REVOLUTION



1637 charter from Charles I of 
England to Ferdinando Gorges 
giving him the Province of 
Mayne



N O R T H  A M E R I C A ,  C I R C A  
17 2 2

F O R T S ,  L A K E S ,  &  T O W N S  O F  
T H E  P R O V I N C E  O F  M A I N E ,  1 7 9 4



Soldiers
at Valley Forge

REVOLUTIONARY WAR



Affidavit of 
Revolutionary War 
Service of Richard 
Hine



WAR OF 1812

Lists of Maine soldiers in 
Massachusetts regiments



EARLY STATEHOOD & EXPANSION





DRAFT COPY OF 1819 CONSTITUTION



"And what do white people suppose we must think when we see 
they wish to take from us one piece of land after another, til l  we 
have no place to stand on, unless it is to drive us, our wives, and 
our little children away? 

But if so great and so free a country as this would exterminate 
us, we have no chance anywhere else; we or our children must 
sooner or later be driven into the salt water and perish.”   

John Neptune, Nov. 1829



Unique 
Collections



Case of Atticus the Slave, 1838

Extradition request from Georgia



Declaration of 
Independence



Civil War 
Collection

 One of the most comprehensive collections, including:
 More than 3000 photographs online
 180,000 + pieces of correspondence

 14,700 muster rolls





TWO DATABASES TO EXPLORE OUR 
COLLECTIONS



Digital 
Maine
www.digitalmaine
.com

MSA -specif ic  
col lect ions:

h t t p s : / / d i g i t a l m a i ne .
c o m / a rc h i ve s /

http://www.digitalmaine.com/
https://digitalmaine.com/archives/


https://archives.maine.gov/

ARCHIVES SPACE

https://archives.maine.gov/


 https://digi talmaine.com/archives/

 https://archives.maine.gov/

 Browse
 Keyword
 Names
 Dates

Use quotes around phrases
Use aster isk  - s lave*  vs.   s lavery
Boolean searching (AND, OR, NOT)

 Try Advanced Search!
 All fields
 Subject (example:  Maps)

 1/1/1630 – 12/31/1850

WAYS TO SEARCH

https://digitalmaine.com/archives/
https://archives.maine.gov/


Using Digital Maine https://digitalmaine.com/archives/

1. What is the name of a trademarked patent medicine for jaundice?
2. What is the date of the earliest map by William Godsoe?

Using Archives Space https://archives.maine.gov/

1. How many database items do you find for smallpox?
2. Can you find a source referencing the death of George 

Washington?

HINT:  QUOTATION MARKS AROUND KEYWORD PHRASES ARE HELPFUL!

GIVE IT A TRY!

https://digitalmaine.com/archives/
https://archives.maine.gov/


Questions?

HEATHER MORAN

ARCHIVIST

MAINE STATE ARCHIVES

207-287-5789

HEATHER.MORAN@MAINE.GOV
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