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Learning Targets for the Session

Participants will develop an understanding of:

What are alternate academic achievement standards? What are the 
AAAS in Maine?

 How do AAAS align to the alternate assessments?

 How do AAAS align to grade level content standards?

What role do AAAS play in the development of student IEP goals and 
objectives?



What are Alternate Academic 
Achievement Standards?

Alternate academic achievement standards (AAAS) are 
derived from state grade level content standards, reduced in 
breadth and complexity for students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities. 

AAAS are not a replacement of grade level standards. 
Rather, these serve as smaller accessible steps to support 
these students in accessing grade level content.



Maine’s Alternate Academic 
Achievement Standards

Core Content Connectors in reading/ELA and 
mathematics (derived from CCSS and MLR)

Extended Performance Expectations in science 
(aligned to NGSS)



Maine’s Alternate 
Academic Achievement 
Standards – Where do 

these live?

Maine DOE 
MeCAS / 
MSAA webpage

Maine DOE 
Special Services / 
1% information page



What are the requirements around  
Alternate Academic Achievement 
Standards?
 Aligned to the state academic content standards at grade 

level
 Provide access points to the general curriculum
 Highest possible standards / assume competence!
 Inclusion in the IEP (more on this later)
 Ensure students are on track for postsecondary 

education or competitive workforce opportunities



Alternate Assessments based on 
Alternate Academic Achievement 
Standards (AA-AAAS)

MSAA in reading/ELA and mathematics  
(therefore designed around the Core Content 
Connectors)

MSAA Science (Extended Performance 
Expectations)



Example of Alignment Between 
AAAS and Assessment Item



Core Content Connectors & Grade 
Level Content Standards
Core Content Connectors (CCCs) identify the most 
salient grade-level, core academic content in ELA and 
Mathematics found in both the Common Core State 
Standards and the Learning Progression Frameworks. 
CCCs illustrate the necessary knowledge and skills in 
order to reach the learning targets within the LPF and the 
CCSS, focus on the core content, knowledge and skills 
needed at each grade to promote success at the next, 
and identify priorities in each content area to guide the 
instruction for students in this population and for the 
alternate assessment.

http://www.corestandards.org/
https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Learning_Progression_Frameworks


Core Content Connectors and Grade 
Level Content Standards
Learning Progression Frameworks (LPFs) define 
research-based pathways for learning. Learning 
Progression Frameworks are developed and 
refined using available research and evidence and 
have clear binding threads that articulate the 
essential core concepts and processes of a 
discipline (sometimes called the ‘big ideas’ of the 
discipline). The LPFs articulate movement toward 
increased understanding (meaning deeper, 
broader, more sophisticated understanding).



Core Content Connectors and Grade 
Level Content Standards

Do you want me to talk about the strands of the 
Learning Progressions Framework for ELA or is 
that too much information?



High Standards for All Students
Kindergarten Example



High Standards for All Students
Grade 3 Example



High Standards for All Students
Grade 5 Example



Federal Monitoring

If the IEP Team determines that the child shall take 
an alternate assessment on a particular State or 
district-wide assessment of child achievement, a 
statement of why the child cannot participate in the 
regular assessment and why 
the particular alternate assessment selected is 
appropriate for the child.

(MUSER IX.3.A.(1)(f)(ii)(I) & (II)).



Federal Monitoring

6B is a must fill, please do not leave it blank



Federal Monitoring

If the student is determined eligible 
for alternate assessment per the 
Participation Guideline document, all academic 
goals must have short-term objectives aligned 
to the Alternate Academic Achievement 
Standards (AA-AAAS).
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/
assessment

MUSER IX.3.A(1)(a)(iii)

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/assessment


AAAS, IEPs, Goals and Objectives



Alt. Assessment CAP Findings



Alt. Assessment CAP Findings



Questions and Answers?

Contact info:
jodi.Bossio-smith@maine.gov

leora.byras@maine.gov

Danielle.saucier@maine.gov

mailto:jodi.Bossio-smith@maine.gov
mailto:leora.byras@maine.gov
mailto:Danielle.saucier@maine.gov
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