
ARP-ESSER III Application Guidance

Thursday, July 29, 2021 - 9:00am

Office of Federal Emergency Relief Programs (OFERP)



Please take a moment to share your name, title, 

email address, and school community in the chat.

– Shelly Chasse-Johndro, Director

– Monique Sullivan, ARP Coordinator

– Karen Kusiak, CARES & CRRSA Coordinator

– Kevin Harrington, GEER Coordinator

– Nicole Denis, Fiscal Coordinator

OFERP Introductions
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-To implement prevention and mitigation strategies 

(aligned with CDC guidance to greatest extent practicable)

-To address the academic impacts of lost instructional 
time through evidence-based interventions that 

respond to the academic, social, emotional, and 
mental health needs of all students and particularly 

underserved student groups

ARP ESSER Purpose
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• Bus Purchases

• New and/or temporary positions

• CRF Approved Applications and Invoicing 

Relief Funding Highlights & Reminders
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Reporting Periods & SEA Due Dates
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*Please note: The due dates above are for the Maine Department 
of Education. Performance report for our SAUs will be released 
early fall and due by the end of the calendar year.

*Reports due to the U. S. Dept. of Educ.



• SAU Overall Priorities

• Targeted Student Groups

• SAU Plan for Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of Services

• Evidence-Based Interventions

• Project Budgets

• Estimated Costs (p 16-20)*

• Preview of Reporting Requirements (p 21-22)*

*Bonus slides at end of slide deck

ARP ESSER Application Take-Aways
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Priorities and Stakeholder Group(s)
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The stakeholders checked in 
Items 1 and 1a need to align 
with the Stakeholder groups in 
the SAU Overall Priorities Chart. 

Ex- “Children with disabilities”: 
should be reflected in the 
priorities



Descriptions and Stakeholder Groups
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The stakeholders checked in 
Items 1 and 1a need to align 
with the description in Item 2. 

Ex-”Children with disabilities” 
should be reflected in the 
description (Item 2) along with 
the other stakeholder groups 
checked in 1 and 1a



Website link ARP ESSER App (Use of Funds)

9

The website link should provide 
public access to the ARP ESSER 
Application (Use of Funds) in 
Item 3.

The publicly available 
application should be aligned 
with the Priorities Chart, 
Stakeholders (Items 1 and1a) 
and Description (Item 2)

*Depending on the SAU the ARP 
ESSER Application (Use of 
Funds)  may or may not be 
embedded in the SAU Plan for 
Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services



Plan Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
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The website link should provide 
public access to the SAU Plan 
for Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of 
Services (Item 1).

This publicly available plan 
needs to describe the extent to 
which the SAU has adopted the 
key prevention and mitigation 
strategies identified in the CDC 
guidance.

* Depending on the SAU the 
ARP ESSER Application (Use of 
Funds)  may or may not be 
embedded in the SAU Plan for 
Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services



Evidenced Based Interventions
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Double check to make sure that 20% 
Reservation is used for evidence-based 
interventions. 
Ex- “RTI” is not an evidence-based 
intervention vs “High Dose” Tutoring which 
is an evidence-based intervention

The student groups and grade 
levels checked in Items 2a and 2b 
need to align with the description 
in Item 3. 

The description should include 
how these student groups and 
grade levels (as indicated by the 
check boxes) will be specifically 
targeted with the identified 
evidence-based intervention (as 
indicated by Item 1)



Project Budgets-Sample 1
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Estimated costs must include 
the products and/or services 
(Item 5) needed for the 
project. Costs should align with 
Object Codes (Item 6)



Project Budgets-Sample 2
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Project Title (Item 1) should 
align with project allowance 
(Item 2)

Estimated costs must include 
the products and/or services 
(Item 4) needed for the project. 
Costs should align with Object 
Codes (Item 5)



Project Budgets-Sample 3
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Estimated costs must include 
the products and/or services 
(Item 5) and should align with 
Project Budget Chart-Object 
Codes (Item 6)

Project Title (Item 1) 
should align with project 
description (Item 3)



• ARP-ESSER Application Instructions

• ARP Law

• US ED APR ESSER

• ARP ESSER Interim Final Rule

• Use of Funds FAQ Document

• Maine's Federal Emergency Relief Programs

Resources and Contact Information

Shelly 
Chasse-Johndro

Monique
Sullivan

Karen
Kusiak

Nicole
Denis

Shelly.chassejohndro
@maine.gov

Monique.sullivan
@maine.gov

Karen.kusiak
@maine.gov

Nicole.L.denis
@maine.gov
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*Estimated Costs for Plan Development
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Use of ARP ESSER Funds:

-Average 40 staff-hours (exclusive of time to consult 
with stakeholders and consider public input, which is 
estimated in the following paragraph) to develop an 
ARP ESSER plan that meets the requirements and to 
make its plan publicly available. 

-At $97.28 per LEA staff-hour, the average estimated 
cost to comply with the ARP ESSER plan development 
requirement is approximately $3,900. 



*Estimated Costs for Meaningful Consultation 
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Use of ARP ESSER Funds Plan:

-Average 30 staff-hours to engage in meaningful 
consultation with identified stakeholder groups 
and consider public input. 

-At $97.28 per LEA staff-hour, the average 
estimated cost to comply with the requirement is 
approximately $2,900. 



*Estimated Costs for Making Plan Accessible
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Use of ARP ESSER Funds Plan:

-Average 10 hours to comply with the requirement 
that its ARP ESSER plan be accessible, including to 
parents with limited English proficiency and 
individuals with disabilities. 

-At $97.28 per LEA staff-hour, the average estimated 
cost to comply with the requirement is approximately 
$1,000. 



*Estimated Costs for Plan Development
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Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Learning and Continuity of Services

-An average LEA will need to review its plan a minimum of five times—more 
specifically, at least once in Fiscal Year 2021 and twice in each of Fiscal Years 
2022 and 2023—to meet the plan review requirement.

-Each review, including consideration of public input using customary 
methods, will require an average of 10 staff-hours, for a total average of 50 
staff-hours.

-LEA will revise its plan once and require an average of 20 staff-hours for plan 
revision, including consideration of public input.

-The total average estimated staff-hours for complying with plan review and 
revision requirements is 70 staff-hours, and at $97.28 per LEA staff-hour, the 
average estimated cost is approximately $6,800.



*Estimated Costs for Making Plan Accessible
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Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Learning and Continuity of Services

- An average LEA will need an average of 15 hours to comply 
with the requirement that its plan (including revisions) for the 
safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services be 
accessible, including to parents with limited English proficiency 
and individuals with disabilities.

-At $97.28 per LEA staff-hour, the average estimated cost to 
comply with the requirement is approximately $1,500



*Preview of One Reporting Requirement

21



*Preview of Other Reporting Requirements
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