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Participants will develop an understanding of:

• The 1% cap: why and what for?  Federal legislation

• Participation Guidelines, Learner Characteristics & IEP Considerations

• The Assessment Design and Experience

• Contact information, Q&A
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Learning objectives



Alternate Assessment Information pages 29-31



Maine Educational Assessments Calendar – 2022-2023

Alternate Assessments based on Alternate Academic 

Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS)

Assessment 

Name

Content Area Dates Participants

MSAA Reading/

mathematics

3/13 – 4/28/23 

(required)

Grades 3-8

3rd Year of High 

School 

MSAA Science Science 3/13 – 4/28/23 

(required)

Grades 3-8

3rd Year of High 

School 



Maine Educational Assessments Calendar – 2022-2023

General Assessments

Assessment 

Name

Content Area Dates Participants

NWEA Reading/

mathematics

10/3 – 10/28/22 

(required)

1/3 – 2/3/23

(optional)

Grades 3-8

2nd Year of High 

School

Maine Through 

Year Assessment

Reading/

mathematics

5/1 – 5/26/23

(required)

Grades 3-8

2nd Year of High 

School

Maine Science Science 5/15 – 5/26/23

(required)

Grades 5, 8 and 

3rd Year of High 

School



Spring 2023 Timeline



Spring 2023 Timeline



Spring 2023 Timeline



Spring 2023 Timeline



Federal Requirements & ESSA

Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015

ESSA section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) limits the total number 

of students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities who are assessedStatewide with an AA-

AAAS to 1.0 percent of the total number of students in



Federal Requirements & ESSA



Federal Requirements & ESSA



Federal Requirements - IDEA



Alternate Assessment Participation

The Assessment and Special Services Teams are collaborating on 
a review of alternate assessment participation of eligible students 
from Spring 2022 and contacting districts to offer technical 
assistance in 2023. 

It is the expectation of the Department that all students eligible 
for alternate assessment will have the opportunity to participate!



Definition of Significant Cognitive Disability

A student with significant cognitive disability is a student that has been 
identified with one or more of the existing categories of disability 
under the IDEA, and displays an intellectual functioning much below 
the average student, that exists parallel to significant deficits in 
adaptive behavior.  Students with a significant cognitive disability 
require extensive instruction with goals and objectives connected to 
Maine’s alternate academic achievement standards. [AAAS]



Participation Decision Document



The Student has a Significant Cognitive Disability

Formal and informal informative tests – Achievement tests

Psychological reports – WIAT - WISK

Adaptive Behavior assessments - Vineland





Learning is Linked to Rigorous Standards

Artifacts here include;

Work samples

Progress monitoring data

Research-based interventions (RTI)

Present levels of academic and functional performance – goals - objectives



Intensive Direct Individualized Instruction

Artifacts here include;

Work samples

Data

Checklists

Present levels of academic and functional performance – goals -

objectives



Maine Alternate Participation Guidance 



IEP Considerations





Procedural Manual Pg. 29







Alternate Assessments based on Alternate 

Academic Achievement Standards AA-AAAS



Alternate Assessments based on Alternate 

Academic Achievement Standards AA-AAAS









1% and Federal Monitoring



Alternate Assessments

Developed to ensure that all students with significant 
cognitive disabilities are able to participate in an 
assessment that is a measure of what they know and 
can do in relation to the grade level content.



Alternate Assessments

• Maine’s alternate assessments are the MSAA in 
ELA/literacy and math and MSAA Science in science

• Highly accommodated form includes:

I. 1:1 setting

II. Test is read aloud to student

III. Repetition of any elements

IV. Item complexity at levels 1, 2, 3

V. Range of embedded accessibility features



Alternate Assessments

• Two sessions for each subject area

• ELA and mathematics are stage adaptive, routing a 
student to form 2A, 2B or 2C for second session

• Students can complete an entire session or several 
items in a sitting

• Use of regular instructional supports, such as 
manipulatives or token boards



The Assessment







Any
Questions?



Contact Us

Jodi Bossio-Smith

Jodi.bossio-smith@maine.gov
207-530-1462

Leora Byras

Leora.byras@maine.gov

207-624-6618

mailto:Leora.byras@maine.gov

