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Unit 1: Our Community   

WEEK 3 Day 2 

 

Writing Basics 
Individual Construction: Telling and Drawing Information; Adding Color 

 

Content 
Objectives 

I can tell and draw what I know about a topic. (W.3.K.b) 

Language 
Objective 

I can orally use adjectives to describe to my partner how adding colors will 
communicate more in my drawing. I can use a sentence frame as needed. 
(SL.K.1a, ELD-LA.K.Inform.Expressive) 

Vocabulary communicate: to share an idea by talking, writing, or showing someone 
else 

sketch: a rough drawing 

Materials and 
Preparation 

● teacher’s drawing and writing book 
● drawing and writing books 
● caddies with pencils, crayons, and colored pencils 
● date stamp (optional) 
● teacher whiteboard 

Write the following prompts on the board. 
I used _____ to _____. 

● charts and visual scaffolds: 
○ Independent Writing Routine chart and table copies 
○ Simple Sentence (Personal Recount) chart 
○ Storytelling and Story Acting visuals 
○ Wh- Questions visual 

Opening 
10 minutes 

Yesterday you sketched information in your drawing and writing 
books! Today you are going to have a chance to communicate more 
in your drawings by adding colors. You have already used crayons to 
add colors to your work, so I added crayons to your caddies. Now I 
have a new tool to introduce to you—colored pencils! 

Show the colored pencils.  
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In your teacher’s drawing and writing book, model choosing colors to add 
to your information sketch. Discuss when you would add color with 
crayons and when you would use colored pencils. Introduce classroom 
routines for colored pencils, including where to keep them and how to 
indicate they need sharpening. 

Individual 
Construction 
14 minutes 

Refer to the Independent Writing Routine chart. Add to Step 2: Tell my 
plan.  

Let’s make a plan before we get started. Think about how you can 
add colors to help you communicate your information. I will pass 
out your drawing and writing books. You will sit side-by-side with 
your partner, show your drawing from yesterday, and talk about 
your plan for adding colors. 

Distribute drawing and writing books. As the children talk to their partners, 
circulate to support them. Support could include: 

● providing children with sentence frames for discussion, such as “I 
drew ___” and “I will add color to ___;” 

● suggesting parts of the illustration that would be enhanced by 
colors. 

When children finish sharing their plans, follow the established classroom 
routines to send them to continue drawing. As children work, circulate to 
support them. Support could include: 

● guiding children to retell information in order to decide what to 
add; 

● suggesting parts of the illustration that would be enhanced by 
colors; 

● discussing which tools (crayons or colored pencils) would work 
best; 

● helping children choose colors. 
Write or stamp the date on each child’s page. 

Closing 
1 minute 

Tomorrow we will continue working in our drawing and writing 
books. 

Standards 
 
WIDA 

W.3.K.b Use a combination of drawing and writing to communicate a topic. 
 
ELD-LA.K.Inform.Expressive. Construct informational texts in language arts 
(with prompting and support) that introduce a topic for the audience 
through oral recounting to share information (The farmers grow food.). 
[DISCOURSE] 
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Ongoing 
assessment 

Note children’s use of the new routines and materials. Consider what will 
need to be retaught. 

Do they know how to take out and put away their drawing and 
writing books? Writing tools? 
Do they know where to sit to write? 
How effectively do they represent their ideas with images? 
How effectively do they use the space on the page? 
Do the colors they choose to add enhance communication? 
What do they understand about the differences between crayons 
and colored pencils?  

 

Notes 
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