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I, Hermann Haller, M.D., President of the MDI Biological Laboratory and an international leader in kidney 
disease, hypertension, and blood vessel regeneration, having been duly sworn do depose and say as 
follows: 
 
I am Hermann Haller, M.D., President of the MDI Biological Laboratory. I am speaking this evening in 
opposition to the proposed 48-acre Leland Point lease application from Acadia Aquafarms. 
 
The noise and vibration produced by the proposed Acadia Aquafarms operation proposes significant risk 
to ongoing and future federally funded biomedical research underway at the MDI Biological Laboratory. 
As others will testify in more detail, research organisms are extremely sensitive to noise and vibrations, 
causing behavioral and hormonal changes that can have a direct impact on sensitive research results. 
Scientists working at the MDI Biological Laboratory have $20 million in active federally funded research 
projects that are dependent upon healthy research animals.  
 
MDIBL has been conducting research in Salisbury Cove for 100 years when, at the invitation of George 
Dorr, a small but intrepid group of biologists relocated from South Harpswell, Maine to our current 
location in Salisbury Cove. Dorr, in his 1916 dedication speech for Acadia National Park, clearly outlined 
his vision that Mount Desert Island be not only a place that is enjoyed for its pristine beauty, but also a 
place where scientists could study and learn from nature. In his words, Dorr sought to “provide down 
here, in a spot so full of biologic interest and unsolved biologic problems, so rich in various beauty and 
locked around by the cool northern sea, a home for men of science to work on a fresh field of life, bird 
or plant or animal.”  
 
The MDI Biological Laboratory has been fulfilling George Dorr’s vision and commitment to preserving 
the health of Eastern Bay for 100 years. 
 
This deep connection to the natural world continues to define us today. It is who we are. As an 
international physician scientist who travels all over the world lecturing and collaborating, I can tell you 
that scientists around the world know MDIBL as a place where solitude and striking beauty stimulate 
creativity, collaboration, and thoughtful conversation. Where scientists can step away from their day-to-
day responsibilities and take advantage of our tranquil environment to think deeply about solutions to 
complex biological problems. 
 
From its earliest beginnings, our Laboratory has also been a place that is dedicated to training the next 
generation of scientists, physicians, and entrepreneurs. Each year we welcome more than 600 students 
to our campus to participate in highly competitive research fellowships, attend international courses, 
conferences, and workshops, and participate in targeted short-term training programs. These students 
not only take advantage of the tremendous scientific expertise available on our campus, they also 
immerse themselves in the pristine natural environment. For many, it is their first time seeing a bald 
eagle or watching a seal come alongside their kayak as they explore the unique geological features of 
Eastern Bay. 
 
The Acadia Aquafarms lease puts all of this at risk. 
 
More specifically, it also threatens to jeopardize more than $20 million dollars in ongoing federal 
research projects and a new initiative to provide our unique comparative research animals to the global 
pharmaceutical industry as a tool for improving early-stage drug discovery. 
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While the State of Maine has identified aquaculture as part of its economic strategy, so too has it 
earmarked biotechnology as a major driver of improving Maine’s ability to compete in the global 
knowledge-based economy. The MDI Biological Laboratory has received $10 million from the Maine 
Technology Institute to support commercialization of our research. All of that stands to be lost if we 
cannot reliably and consistently produce the research organisms that are vital to this work.  
 
Designated by the town of Bar Harbor as a Marine Research District, our historic campus contains 
laboratory buildings constructed in the 1920’s and 30’s. Those facilities, where much of this work takes 
place, sit just 30 feet from the high tide mark and less than 2,000 feet from the proposed lease. 
 
While we certainly do not want to limit Maine’s economic potential, we do feel strongly that we cannot 
risk an established entity employing 80 employees, with an operating budget of $12 million annually, 
training more than 600 Maine students each year and leading a state-wide research and training 
network that serves as the backbone of Maine’s R&D sector and has brought more than $180M in 
federal grants into our state over the last 20 years. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge Commissioner Keliher and the staff at the Maine Department of 
Marine Resources to deny the application by Acadia Aquafarms. 
 
Thank you. 
 
DATED: ________________                         _______________________________                                 

Hermann Haller, MD 
   
  
  

STATE OF MAINE                                                                  Dated: February ______, 2022 
COUNTY OF _______________, ss. 
  

PERSONALLY APPEARED before me the above-named, Hermann Haller, and made oath that the 
statements contained in this Affidavit are true to the best of his personal knowledge, information, and 
belief. 
  

Before me, 
  
 

_______________________________________ 
Notary Public/Attorney-at-Law 
 
 
 
Amy Richards__________________ 
Name Typed or Printed 

 
My Commission Expires: ______________ 
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