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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION 

Schoodic Sea Farm, LLC applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) for a twenty-year 

standard aquaculture lease on 2.32' acres in the millpond off from Long Mill Cove in Gouldsboro Bay, 

Gouldsboro, Hancock County, Maine. The proposal is for the suspended and bottom culture of 

American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica). 

1. THE PROCEEDINGS

The pre-application meeting on this proposal was held on February 18, 2020 and a scoping session 

was held on July 20, 2020. DMR accepted the final application as complete on September 24, 2020. A

public hearing on this application was scheduled for April 5, 2022. Notice of the completed application and 

public hearing was provided to riparian landowners within 1,000 feet of the proposed site, state and federal 

agencies, the Town of Gouldsboro, and subscribers to DMR's aquaculture email listserv and published in 

the Maine Lobstermen'sAssociation's event calendar. Notice of the hearing was published in The Ellsworth 

American on March 3, and March 17, 2022. The hearing was held on April 5, 2022 in Gouldsboro. Members 

of the public attended, and a member of the public asked questions of the applicant but members of the 

public did not provide testimony. The hearing was recorded by DMR. The Hearing Officer was Heather 

Kenyon. 

Sworn testimony was given at the April 5, 2022 hearing by the following witnesses: 

Name Affiliation 

Joseph Young Applicant 

Flora Drury Aquaculture Scientist, DMR Aquaculture Division 

The evidentiary record before DMR regarding this lease application includes the exhibits 

introduced at the hearing and the record of testimony at the hearing. The evidence from these sources is 

summarized below.' 

1 Applicant originally requested 2.2 acres. DMR calculations in the site report, based on the provided coordinates, indicate the area
is 2.32 acres. 
2 Exhibits 1, 2, and 3 are cited below as: Case file- "CF", Application- "App", site report- "SR" 
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