


3. GROWING AREA DESIGNATION
Directions: Information for growing area designations can be found here:
httos :/ /www.maine.gov/ dmr/ shellfish-sanitation-management/ closures/index.html

Growing Area Designation ( e.g. WL ): WQ 

Growing Area Section ( e.g. "Al"): 

Note: If you are proposing to grow molluscan shellfish in waters classified as anything other than 
open/approved, you will need to contact the Bureau of Public Health to discuss your plans at the following 
email: DMRPublicHealthDiv@maine.gov 

4. SPECIES INFORMATION

A. Please complete the table below and add additional rows as needed.

Name of species to be 
Name and address of Maximum number (or biomass) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

cultivated 

(include both common the source of seed stock of organisms you anticipate on the 

and scientific names): or juveniles site at any given time 

American or eastern Muscongus Bay Aquaculture 10 million 

oyster ( Crassostrea PO Box 204 

virginica) 
Bremen, ME 04551 

Mook Sea Farm 
321 State Route 129 
Walpole, ME 04573 

Downeast Institute 
PO Box 83 
Beals, ME 04611 

Marine algae -- sugar Atlantic Sea Farms 9,000 ft. 
kelp, skinny kelp, 20 Pomerleau Street 

dulse, sea lettuce, Biddeford, Maine 04032 

alaria, oar weed 
(Saccharina latissima, 
Saccharina angustissima, 
Palmaria palmata, Ulva 
lactuca, Alaria esculenta, 
Laminaria digitata) 

Hard clam/quahog 2.5 million 

(Mercenaria 
mercenaria) 

Muscongus Bay Aquaculture 
PO Box 204 
Bremen, ME 04551 

B. Do you intend to possess, transport, or sell whole or roe-on scallops? D Yes IZJ No

If you answered "yes" please contact the Bureau of Public Health to discuss your plans at 
the following email: DMRPublicHealthDiv@maine.gov 
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B. Maximum Structure and Mooring System Schematic
Directions: Include drawings of your maximum gear layout. Include units referenced (i.e.

l0in, 10ft, etc.). 

1. 

2. 

Overhead View. Please include the following and label as "Overhead View": 
• Maximum layout of gear, including moorings.
• Length and width of project.
• Approximate spacing between gear.
• Lease boundaries and the location of proposed corner markers and any

additional gear markers that would be present.

SEE ATTACHMENT #4 

Cross-Section View. Please include the following and label as "Cross-Section 
View": 

• The sea bottom.
• Profile of gear in cross-section as it will be deployed.
• Label gear with dimensions and materials.
• Show mooring gear with mooring type, scope, hardware, and line type

and size.
• Depth of gear in relation to the water's surface at mean low water and

mean high water (if applicable).
Note: Please include an additional Cros_s_S_e_ction View, depicting the elements 

listed above, if there will be seasonal changes to gear layout (i.e. over wintering). 

SEE ATTACHMENTS #Sa-Sf.

C. On-Site Support Structures

1. Describe structures such as barges, sheds, etc., to be located on-site. Provide a schematic
and indicate the dimensions, including height above sea level, materials, etc.

There will be six 12' x 20' rafts with two sides of the raft having lattice work walls to 
contain gear. See attachment #3d

2. Describe the storage and use of oil, gasoline, or other hazardous materials on site. If
petroleum products are to be stored on site, provide a spill prevention plan.

No oil, gas, or other hazardous materials will be stored on site. 
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8. PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES

Directions: If you are cultivating more than one species, you will need to provide the 
following information for each species. Please attach additional pages if needed. 

A. Please explain your proposed seeding activities. What months will seeding occur and
how often will you be onsite to seed during this time.

We would seed oysters in late-Spring to early-Summer depending on weather and conditions 
(May-July). We would be on-site during oyster seeding time three-four days per week. 

We would seed kelp late-fall (Oct-Nov) and would be on-site daily during that time. 

We would seed clams in early-Summer (June-July) and would be on-site during that time 
deploying in mesh bags.

B. Please explain your proposed tending/maintenance activities.

Routine maintenance tasks include flipping cages to prevent biofouling, sorting, tumbling, 
grading and cleaning oysters and clams as needed. General repairs and maintenance will be 
done to any lines, cages, bags, moorings or other gear as needed. We do not plan to sink cages 
in the winter unless of a rare circumstance that the risk of the river icing over in our site location 
is expected. 

Kelp maintenance would take place October-May and include general monitoring of growth and 
line health, approximately one to two days per week, until crop reaches maturity for harvest. 
Kelp harvest generally happens in late-Spring (April-May) with no further activity until seeding 
in October. 

C. How frequently will you visit the site for routine tending/maintenance (i.e. flipping
cages, etc.)?

We will be on-site for routine activities typically four to five days per week, and potentially up 
to seven days per week during peak times in the Spring, Summer and Fall. Cages will be flipped 
on a rotating schedule to mitigate biofouling and ensure health of the oysters. 

D. Describe the harvesting techniques you will use. If you plan on using a drag,
please provide the dimensions.

Oysters, Clams and Kelp will typically be harvested by hand directly from the boat. Alternative 
harvesting techniques include diver harvesting, 4' x 4' drag and hand picking in waders during 
low-tide. 
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C. Provide the approximate current speed and direction during the ebb and flow.

The current is approximately 1.0-1.5 knots in the NNE direction on the ebb tide and 1.0-1.5 
knots in the SSW direction on the flood tide. 

D. The following questions (D.1 through D.6) may be answered in writing or by submitting
a video. If you plan to submit a video, please contact the Department prior to video
collection.

1. What are the bottom characteristics (mud, sand, gravel, rock, ledge or some mix, etc.)?

The north end of the site has a muddy bottom, as you move south the bottom gets more firm and 
rocky as it shoals up to the ledge. The bottom has similar characteristics as you move from the 
West to the East (ledge side). 

2. Describe the bottom topography (flat, steep rough, etc.).

The bottom topography of the site is relatively flat with a gradual incline to the ledge on the 
South and East sides. 

3. Describe marine organisms by species or common names. Based on your personal
observations or other sources of information, are these species abundant, common, or
rare?

Green crabs are common. We have never seen lobsters in our gear or site. Schools of menhaden 
and mackerel have been observed during Spring and Summer months. Seals frequent the ledges, 
and we enjoy their company. 

4. Are there shellfish beds or fish migration routes in the surrounding area? If so, please
describe.

No fish migration or shellfish beds have been observed. 
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5. Describe the presence and extent of submerged aquatic vegetation, i.e. eelgrass,
within the proposed lease area. Please include the date of this observation along with the
method of observation. If submerged aquatic vegetation is observed, please also describe
the abundance below and sketch the limits of the beds in the vicinity map.

A visual inspection in November 2024 found no presence of eelgrass or other aquatic 
vegetation within the site limits. This was also discussed with diver during mooring 
installations and in ongoing conversations with fisherman who have been on the river for 20+ 
years.

6. Describe the general shoreline and upland characteristics (rocky shoreline, forested,
residential, etc.)

To the West of the site is a heavily wooded rocky shoreline with a few residential docks and 
approximately four-six moorings. We are mindful of the residents' access to the water and 
moorings and therefore intend to leave a wide-berth corridor for their ease and accessibility. 

E. Is your proposed lease located within a Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife designated Essential Habitat?

D Yes � No 

Note: The location of Essential Habitats in the State of Maine, along with information on how 
projects within these areas are reviewed, can be found here: https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fish­
wildlife/wildlife/ endangered-threatened-species/ essential-wildlife-habitat/index .html 

If a project is located within an Essential Habitat, applicants are strongly encouraged to contact 
the MDIFW Enviromnental Review Coordinator (John.Perry@maine.gov, phone: 207-287-5254) 
prior to application submission. 

F. Describe ice formation in the winter months at the proposed site.

We have never observed ice at the site. We have spoken with multiple long-time fishermen in 
the area as well as surrounding farmers who have also never observed ice in the proposed site 
location. The Harbormaster, Peter Ripley also has not observed ice in the proposed site. 

Note: Description of ice should incorporate data such as water temperature or ice out date over a 
ten-year period or observations over several (no less than 5) recent winters from the harbormaster, 
a municipal official such as a shellfish warden, local harbor committee, Marine Patrol Officer, 
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fishing/aquaculture industry members, or the applicant. 

Stating "no ice observed last year" will not be accepted as a complete answer. 

12. EXISTING USES

A. Describe the existing uses of the proposed area in questions A.1 through A.5 below.

Please include the a) type b) time of year c) frequency and d)
proximity to the lease site for each existing use.

1. Commercial Fishing

No known commercial fishing in the proposed lease site, however lobstermen frequent the 

East side of the ledges April-November, which is approx 200 feet from the site, on the other 

side of the ledges. Note: the proposed site is on the west side of the ledges, opposing the 

lobstermen activity and resulting in no potential for interference.  

2. Recreational Fishing

Limited recreational fishing occurs in Wadsworth Cove June-September, boaters use the 

channel for navigation, approximately 200 yards east of the site. 

3. Boating Activities (please also include the distance to any navigable channel(s) from
your proposed site at low water)

Seasonal recreational boating occurs in the channel of the river during June through 

September, approximately 300 feet from the proposed site. There are two boats with 

moorings in Wadsworth Cove, but this site will not interfere with their ingress/egress. Mostly 

all traffic stays in the channel on opposing side of the ledges. 

4. Ingress and egress (i.e. coming and going) of shorefront property owners within 1,000
feet of the proposal (e.g. docks, moorings, landing boats on shore, etc.)

There are a few residential docks and approximately four-six moorings within 1,000 feet of the 

site. We will leave a wide-berth corridor for their ease and accessibility. They typically use their 

boats and moorings in the Summer months and pull everything out in the Fall. We will be 

accommodating for any specific or special needs if any were to arise. 

5. Other uses (kayaking, swimming, etc.)

There are some kayakers in the Summer months within approximately 300 feet of the 

proposed site. They are usually very friendly and interested in aquaculture. 
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Haley Israelson
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