Phytoplankton
ID Guide

Common HAB species in the Gulf
of Maine and their lookalikes. All
photos taken under the 10x
objective lens.

Department of Marine Resources




About this Guide

AEvery photo was taken under the 10x objective by DMR staff.

ASome photos have been enlarged for a better view of cell structures,
but all cell sizes are relative within a photo.

AOther Resources
A Algae Basenttps://www.algaebase.org/

AMarine Species ID Portdlttp:/species | |
identification.org/species.php?species group=dinoflagellates&menuentry=inl
eiding#

ADMR Volunteer Documentsttps://www.maine.gov/dmr/shellfisk
sanitationmanagement/programs/phytovolunteers/index.html



https://www.algaebase.org/
http://species-identification.org/species.php?species_group=dinoflagellates&menuentry=inleiding
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/shellfish-sanitation-management/programs/phytovolunteers/index.html

Terms

AGirdle = central band of a dinoflagellate where the flagella (cingulum)
Is found

ATransapical axis = width of cell
AApex = the top of an armored dinoflagellate cell
AEpitheca = top of an armored dinoflagellate, or diatom (above girdle)

AHypotheca = bottom of an armored dinoflagellate, or diatom (below
girdle)

AHypocone = top of an unarmored dinoflagellate (above girdle)
AEpicone= bottom of an unarmored dinoflagellate (below girdle)
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Dinophysis

A Wing like epitheca (top of the
cell)

A Large sack shaped hypotheca
(bottom of the cell)

A Wing like structures on the
sulcal list
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Dinophysigripos
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Dinophysigripos .
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