


Disclaimer: While we strive to share accurate and up-to-date information, please be sure to confirm visitation hours and site use rules 
with the site owner or manager; if you become aware of an inaccuracy, please contact us at MaineCoastalProgram@maine.gov. The 
information presented here is for informational purposes only and is not legally binding. Applicable federal, state, or local law controls if 
there is a discrepancy between those laws and the guide.  
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conclusions, and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration or the Department of Commerce.  

Acknowledgements: We gratefully acknowledge the many people and organizations who helped provide the data and photographs 
needed to update the guide. Dorcas Miller wrote the original site descriptions, Melissa Britsch wrote descriptions for new sites, and 
Brittney Nickerson edited and checked for consistency throughout. We also appreciate our coworkers who provided feedback and 
assistance throughout the update process. 

Mariner’s Wharf, Long Island. Photo: Melissa Britsch 

mailto:MaineCoastalProgram@maine.gov


Esri, CGIAR, USGS, Sources:  Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community, Vexcel Imaging

153Disclaimer: The information presented here is for informational purposes only and is not legally binding. Applicable federal, state, or local law controls if there
is a discrepancy between those laws and the guide.

Smaller photograph of the public access
site or a zoomed-in satellite image of the
site from above

Satellite map image showing
the location of the public access
site, with a blue point and site
name in a box and nearby
roads listed

Maine Coastal Program
Logo. A white bird flying
over waves with a sun in
the background and the
text reading “Maine
Coastal Program”

Brackett Ave

Alder Brook Rd

Florida Ave

Battery Steele

S
e

a
s

h
o

re
A

v
e

Flo
rid

a
A

ve

Back Shore

Battery
Steele

No
No
NA
No
No
No

Trailer Launch
Hand Carry Launch
Tidal Use
Pier/Wharf
Floating Dock
Tie-up spaces

BOATING FACILITIES
Yes
No
No
No
No
Yes
No

Beach
Sand Dune
Harbor
Salt Marsh
Tidal River
Rocky Shore
Mudflat

ENVIRONMENT
No
Yes
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
No
No
No

Restrooms
Dogs Allowed
Swimming (Seasonal Lifeguard)
Swimming (No Lifeguard)
Recreational Fishing
Hiking
Picnic Area
Grill
Pavilion/Picnic Shelter
Lighthouse
Ferry Terminal

ACTIVITIES AND AMENITIES
0
0
0

Cars
Trailers
Handicap

PARKING

This 1.5-mile scenic section of the eastern shore is located along the
island’s loop road and Seashore Ave. Many people walk or bike the
route, stopping to relax, eat and read on easily accessible rocks and
ledges. The rocky beaches are lovely for picnicking and sight-seeing,
with dramatic open ocean views of islands and sailboats. Tide pools form
at low water, offering opportunities for exploration. The rocky shore and
ocean swells make the area inappropriate for swimming. The City of
Portland owns this popular destination. 

SITE DESCRIPTION

Photo Credit: 2013 Maine Coastal Access Guide

Questions or feedback? Contact us at MaineCoastalProgram@maine.gov

Lat/Long: 43.6564, -70.1789
Back Shore, Portland Islands
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During World War II this battery, at the mouth of Portland Harbor, was the
most important fortification in Casco Bay. Each of its two 16" guns –
triangulated by observation towers on Peaks, Jewell, Cushing and Bailey
Islands – could shoot a 2,240-pound shell nearly 26 miles at enemy
battleships or submarines. Years later, when the site was threatened by
development, island activists formed the Peaks Island Land Preserve to
purchase the property and conserve it as open space. Although the
battery provides no direct access to the water, this reminder of the past
does provide sweeping ocean view. Visitors are encouraged to go by foot
or bicycle; a path from Seashore Ave passes through a marsh and along
a pond. The battery can also be reached from Brackett Ave, a dirt road,
where on-street parking may be available. 
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Questions or feedback? Contact us at MaineCoastalProgram@maine.gov

Lat/Long: 43.6587, -70.1798
Battery Steele, Portland Islands
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This four-acre property on Little Diamond Island provides a pleasant hike
through a forest to views of Great Diamond and Peaks Islands. Dogs are
allowed, but there are no amenities at this site.  
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Questions or feedback? Contact us at MaineCoastalProgram@maine.gov

Lat/Long: 43.6673, -70.2066
Bishop Healy Woods, Portland Islands
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