
❖ River Herring ( Alewife and Blueback Herring) may be accessible 
to municipalities for harvest based on location, fish population 
size and sustainability criteria.

❖ Sustainability and harvest are governed by Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission and MSRA Title12 §6131.

❖ Potential source of revenue for the municipality under the right 
conditions and circumstance.
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❖ ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)

❖ BIL ( Bipartisan Infrastructure Law)

❖ IRA (Inflation Reduction Act)

❖ Maine Outdoor Heritage Grants 

❖ Maine DOT Municipal Stream Crossing Grants Program

❖ Maine Natural Resources Conservation Program

❖ Federal Highways Culvert Replacement Program 



ARPA - American Rescue Plan Act (2021)

 Reaction to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing 
shutdown

 $195 billion for state government discretional use 
nationally

 State of Maine allocated DMR $7.6 million for fish 
passage projects- almost all funds are allocated but 
willing to accept ideas for small projects before August 
of 2024 

 Used for (1) design and implementation funding for 
projects close to their funding threshold and (2) expand 
personnel capacity to capture future federal funding 



BIL - Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (2021)

 $1.2 trillion law for updating domestic infrastructure

 10x increase in many NOAA restoration calls

 Provided implementation funding for projects 
designed with ARPA

 Started new projects, paying for some completely 

 Funding will continue until 2026



IRA – Inflation Reduction Act (2022)

 $971 Billion Law

 80% for addressing energy security and climate change

 $3.3 billion for coastal habitat protection

 Some of that funding produced windfalls in existing 
NOAA programs



Who is holding the funds we have 
access to?

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration

•Restoration Center

•National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

US Department of 
Agriculture

•Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

•US Forest Service

US Fish and Wildlife Service

•National Fish Passage Program

•Coastal Program

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Northern Border Regional 

Commission
Direct Congressional 

Spending

Others



How do you 
get in the 
running? 

Think big! Larger projects require less Federal 
administration
• The feds like less work

• Work with friends!

Check as many boxes as possible

• Multi-species, multi-jurisdiction, multi-site

Started projects are more attractive
• Existing engineering, dust off old plans, revitalize 

old coalitions

Call the Administrators
• They will help you figure out how to package your 

plan

• Remember, the local Administrators are not 
reviewing your proposal so write for a naïve 
audience

Matching Funds or Time may be required

Economy of Scale



Don’t be afraid of Grants.gov!





Deadline

Total national funding

Max award per application



Need to coordinate with 
staff; START EARLY!



USFWS Staff in Maine



Preferred project type.
Staff can help you interpret 
if your project is 
appropriate.



Maine Department of Marine Resources

 Visit the Department’s website 

 Contact the main DMR office staff

 Follow up on Grants.Gov for specific question on 
grant opportunities

      Questions? 
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