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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, & DECISION 

Coastal Rivers Conservation Trust1 applied to the Department to renew the 
experimental aquaculture lease for scientific purposes (DAM BP) for a period of 
three years, ending May 31, 2024.  The .06-acre lease is issued for suspended and 
bottom culture of American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica), soft clams (Mya 
arenaria), and northern quahogs/hard clams (Mercenaria mercenaria) located in 
Blackstone Point, Damariscotta River, Damariscotta, Lincoln County, Maine.  The 
original lease term began on June 1, 2012.  The lease was renewed previously on 
June 1, 2015, and again on June 1, 2018. 

1. PROCEDURE

 Notice of the application for lease renewal and the 30-day public comment period 
and opportunity to request a public hearing was published in the Lincoln County 
News on October 7, 2021. Notice was also provided to riparian landowners within 
1,000 feet of the site, the Town of Damariscotta, federal and other state agencies and 
sent to subscribers of DMR’s aquaculture email list-serve. No requests for a hearing 
on this application were received by the Department during the comment period, 
and no hearing was held. 

2. STATUTORY CRITERIA

Applications for the renewal of experimental aquaculture leases for scientific 
purposes are governed by 12 M.R.S. §6072-A (18) and by Chapter 2.45 of the 
Department’s rules, which provide that an aquaculture lease shall be renewed 
unless the lessee has not complied with the lease agreement during its term; 
research has not been conducted during the term of the lease; or the Commissioner 
determines that it is not in the best interest of the State to renew the lease.  
Additionally, the Commissioner may not grant a lease renewal if it would cause the 
lessee to be a tenant of any kind in leases covering an aggregate of more than 1,000 
acres. 

1 Formerly known as Damariscotta River Association. 
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