
















STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 

Standard Aquaculture Lease Application 

Suspended and bottom culture of shellfish 

SW of Little Mosier Island, Casco Bay, Yarmouth 

Keith Butterfield 

CASMI 

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION 

Keith Butterfield applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) for a twenty­

year standard aquaculture lease on 2 .  72 acres located, southeast of Little Moshier Island in Casco 

Bay, Yarmouth. The proposal is for the suspended and bottom culture of American/eastern 

oysters (Crassostrea virginica), Arctic surf clams (Mactromeris polynyma), Atlantic surf clams 

(Spisula solidissima), Atlantic sea cucumbers (Cucumariafrondosa), waved whelks (Buccinum 

undatum), dog whelk (Nucella lapillus), sea urchins (Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis), 

northern quahogs (Mercenaria mercenaria), sugar kelp (Saccharina latissima), and Atlantic sea 

scallops (Placopecten magellanicus). 

1. THE PROCEEDINGS

The applicant submitted a draft application to DMR on May 26, 2020 and had originally 

scheduled the scoping session for November 13, 2020, to be held remotely. Due to technical issues, 

the alternate date of November 16, 2020, was utilized. After another technical failure, the applicant 

rescheduled, and the scoping session was held remotely on December 14, 2020. The final 

application was deemed complete by DMR on April 23, 2021. Notice of the completed application 

was p rovided to state agencies, riparian landowners, the Town of Yarmouth and its Harbormaster, 

and others on DMR's mailing list. DMR's site report was issued on April 24, 2023. 

The P:!,lblic hearing on this application occurred on June 28, 2023. Public notice of the 

hearing was published in The Forecaster on May 25, 2023, and June 8, 2023. Notice of the hearing 

was also provided to riparian landowners within 1 ,000 feet of the proposed site, the Town of 

Yarmouth, other state agencies, and subscribers of DMR's aquaculture email list-serve. 

As indicated on all notices of the hearing, persons who wished to ask questions of the 

parties or offer testimony were required to register. DMR received requests to provide sworn 

testimony from three people. Persons who registered to participate in the hearing, including the 
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