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Notice of Agency Rule-making Proposal 
 

AGENCY: 13-188-Department of Marine Resources  

 

CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: Chapter 42: Striped Bass 

 

TYPE OF RULE (check one): ☒ Routine Technical ☐ Major Substantive 

 

PROPOSED RULE NUMBER (leave blank; to be assigned by Secretary of State): 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY:  

Currently, it is unlawful for any person to take or possess striped bass which are less than 28 inches in total 

length. This proposed rule modifies the existing regulatory requirement by adding a maximum size limit, such 

that it is also unlawful for any person to take or possess striped bass which are 35 inches in total length or 

longer. This rule change is needed to come into compliance with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission’s Addendum VI to Amendment 6 to the Atlantic Striped Bass Interstate Fishery Management Plan, 

which is intended to address the overfishing status of the stock.  

 

Date, time and location of PUBLIC HEARING (if any):  

6:00 PM, January 27, 2020, DMR Augusta Office, Room 118, 32 Blossom Lane, Augusta, ME 04333  

6:00 PM, January 30, 2020, Yarmouth - Log Cabin, 196 Main Street, Yarmouth, ME 04096 

Snow date scheduled for January 31, 2020 2:30 pm, DMR Offices, RM 118 Marquardt Building, 32 Blossom 

Lane, Augusta ME 

COMMENT DEADLINE: February 10, 2020  

CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING (include name, mailing address, telephone, fax, TTY, e-mail): 

NAME: Amanda Ellis 

MAILING ADDRESS: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021 

E-MAIL: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov 

TELEPHONE: 207-624-6573 

FAX: 207-624-6024 

TTY: 207-624-6500 (Deaf/Hard of Hearing) 

Hearing facilities: If you require accommodations due to disability, please contact Meredith Mendelson at 207-

624-6553.  

CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same  

FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 M.R.S.A §6171 

SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same 

AGENCY WEBSITE: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rulemaking/ 

E-MAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULE-MAKING LIAISON: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov  
 

 

* Check one of the following two boxes. 

X The summary provided above is for publication in both the newspaper and website notices.  

□ The summary provided above is for the newspaper notice only. Title 5 §8053, sub-§5 & sub-§7, ¶D. A more 

detailed summary is attached for inclusion in the rule-making notice posted on the Secretary of State’s website. 

Title 5 §8053, sub-§3, ¶D & sub-§6. 
Please approve bottom portion of this form and assign appropriate AdvantageME number. 

 

APPROVED FOR PAYMENT   DATE:_________________________ 

 (authorized signature) 
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DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 
 
Chapter 42 - Striped Bass 
 
42.01 Statewide Striped Bass Size Restrictions, Harvest Methods 
 

1. Method of Taking. 
 
A. It is unlawful to fish for or take striped bass in territorial waters, except by hook and line. It is 

unlawful to use a gaff to land any striped bass. 
 
B. It is unlawful to use multiple (more than two) barbed or barbless treble hooks on any artificial 

lure or flies while fishing for striped bass in territorial waters.  
 
C. It is unlawful to use treble hooks when using bait. 

The following becomes effective January 1, 2013: 
It is unlawful to use any hook other than a circle hook when using bait.  For purposes of this 
chapter the definition of circle hook means “a non-offset hook with a point that points 90º 
back toward the shaft of the hook”. 
 
Exception: Rubber or latex tube rigs will be exempt from the circle hook restriction as long as they 
conform with the following: the lure must consist of a minimum of 8” of latex or rubber tubing with a 
single hook protruding from the end portion of the tubing where bait may be attached.  Use of 
treble hooks is not allowed with these rigs.  

 
D.  Any striped bass legally taken from the territorial waters shall be immediately released alive 

into the water from which it was taken, or killed at once.  Any striped bass killed becomes part 
of the daily bag limit in accordance with Chapter 42.02. 

 
2. Size Restrictions. 

It is unlawful to take or possess striped bass which are less than 28 inches long, or equal to or 
greater than 35 inches long, in total length.  It is unlawful to possess striped bass unless the fish 
are whole with head on, and are equal to or greater than 28 inches and less than 35 inches long 
or greater. 

 
42.02 Striped Bass - Limits, Personal Use 
 

It is unlawful for any person to fish for, take or possess striped bass in or from territorial waters, 
except for personal use. The sale of wild striped bass caught for personal use or by commercial 
fisheries in other States or jurisdictions is prohibited in the State of Maine. 

 
It is unlawful for any person to take or possess more than one (1) striped bass each day which may 
be 28 inches in total length or greater. 

 
Exception for Hybrid Striped Bass: 

 
This Section shall not apply to the possession and sale of hybrid striped bass under the following 

conditions: 
 

1. Hybrids (Morone saxatilis x Morone chrysops).  Whole aquaculture raised striped bass shall have 
a tag or label affixed to each fish container holding fish. 

 
2. Fillets.  Fillets from aquaculture-raised hybrid striped bass shall have the skin attached. 

 



3. Tags and Labels.  All tags and labels affixed to containers of whole aquaculture-raised hybrid 
striped bass and filets from aquaculture-raised hybrid striped bass shall be clearly marked 
"Hybrid Striped Bass" and provide the following information: 

 
a. State of origin 
b. Name and address of shipping and receiving dealers 
c. Permit number of shipping and receiving dealers 
d. Date shipped 
e. Net weight of container 

 
4. Nomenclature.  It is unlawful for any person to market, promote, advertise, or sell whole hybrid 

striped bass or hybrid striped bass fillets as "striped bass."  Only the term "hybrid striped bass" 
shall be used  when marketing, promoting, advertising, or selling at retail hybrid  striped bass 
and hybrid striped bass fillets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rule-Making Fact Sheet 
(5 M.R.S., §8057-A)   

AGENCY:  Department of Marine Resources 

  

NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER OF AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 

Amanda Ellis, Department of Marine Resources, 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021 Telephone: 

(207) 624-6573; web address: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rulemaking/ 

  

CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE:   Chapter 42 Striped Bass 

  

STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  12 M.R.S.A.  §6171 

  

DATE AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING(S):  

6:00 PM, January 27, 2020, DMR Augusta Office, Room 118, 32 Blossom Lane, Augusta, ME 04333  

6:00 PM, January 30, 2020, Yarmouth Town Hall - Log Cabin, 196 Main Street, Yarmouth, ME 04096 

 

COMMENT DEADLINE: February 10, 2020 

  

PRINCIPAL REASON(S) OR PURPOSE FOR PROPOSING THIS RULE:  [see §8057-A(1)(A)&(C)] 

This regulation is intended to modify the size limit requirements for striped bass by adding a maximum size limit, 

above which all striped bass must be released. As a result of this regulation, it will be unlawful for any person to take 

or possess striped bass which are less than 28 inches in total length as well as striped bass which are equal to, or greater 

than, 35 inches in total length. 

 

 

IS MATERIAL INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE IN THE RULE?        YES__ X__ NO  [§8056(1)(B)] 

  

ANALYSIS AND EXPECTED OPERATION OF THE RULE:   [see §8057-A(1)(B)&(D)] 

This rule will require all persons to release striped bass which are less than 28 inches in total length, or are equal to or 

greater than 35 inches in total length.  

 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF RELEVANT INFORMATION CONSIDERED DURING DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

RULE (including up to 3 primary sources relied upon) [see §§8057-A(1)(E) & 8063-B]: The Department considered 

the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Addendum VI to Amendment 6 to the Atlantic Striped Bass 

Interstate Fishery Management Plan which was approved in October 2019, and input from Maine striped bass anglers 

provided at two meetings held in October 2019.  

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT OF THE RULE:   [see §8057-A(1)(C)] 
Enforcement of these proposed amendments will not require additional activity in this agency. Existing enforcement 

personnel will monitor compliance during their routine patrols. 

 

FOR EXISTING RULES WITH FISCAL IMPACT OF $1 MILLION OR MORE, ALSO INCLUDE: 

  

 ECONOMIC IMPACT, WHETHER OR NOT QUANTIFIABLE IN MONETARY TERMS: 
 [see §8057-A(2)(A)] 

  



 INDIVIDUALS, MAJOR INTEREST GROUPS AND TYPES OF BUSINESSES AFFECTED AND HOW 

THEY WILL BE AFFECTED:  [see §8057-A(2)(B)] 

  

 BENEFITS OF THE RULE:   [see §8057-A(2)(C)] 

  

Note:   If necessary, additional pages may be used. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


