STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

Lauren Gray and Joshua Gray
CI PL

Application for Change in Gear
“The Pool”, Great Cranberry Island

May 24, 2022

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION

Lauren and Joshua Gray applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) to change the gear
authorization for their existing standard lease CI PL, located on the east side of The Pool, Town of
Cranberry Isles, Hancock County, Maine.
1. THE PROCEEDINGS
The application was submitted to DMR on March 15, 2022. The application was deemed complete by
DMR on April 7, 2022. Notice of the application and the 14-day public comment period were provided to
other state and federal agencies, riparian landowners, the Town of Cranberry Isles and its Harbormaster,
and members of DMR’s GovDelivery Aquaculture list. No public comments were received. The evidentiary
record before DMR regarding this lease amendment application includes five exhibits (see exhibit list
below).
LIST OF EXHIBITS1
1. Application for a change of gear authorization, deemed complete April 7, 20222
2. Original lease decision signed December 13, 2019
3. Executed lease document for CI PL signed April 13, 2020
4. Original lease application, deemed complete May 16, 2019
5. Case file
2. STATUTORY CRITERIA & FINDINGS OF FACT
Approval of standard aquaculture lease amendments is governed by 12 M.R.S.A. § 6072 and Chapter 2.44
of DMR regulations. The statute and regulations provide that the Commissioner may grant amendments
for the use of specific gear, species, and/or operational modifications on an existing lease site provided the
proposed changes are consistent with the findings on the underlying lease application, do not materially
alter the findings of the original decision, and would not result in a change to the original lease conditions.
A. Original Lease Decision
On December 13, 2019, DMR granted lease CI PL to Lauren and Joshua Gray (Exhibit 4, page 11). DMR’s
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision, henceforth referred to as “the original decision”,
Exhibits 1-4 are cited as: Amendment Application – “App”, DMR Original Decision for Lease CI PL - “Exhibit 2”, Executed
lease for CI PL – “Exhibit 3”, Original Standard Lease Application for CI PL – “Exhibit 4” and Case File – “CF”.
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found that the evidence in the record supported the conclusion that the aquaculture activities proposed by
the Grays met the requirements for granting a Standard aquaculture lease as set forth in 12 M.R.S.A. §
6072 (Exhibit 2, page 10).
The original decision provided authorization to deploy up to 344 wire mesh cages with plastic floats
secured to longlines that measure up to 160 feet in length (Exhibit 2, page 2). A maximum of 37 longlines
were authorized for the site (Exhibit 2, page 2). The decision authorized the applicants to moor a 20’x20’
work float on the eastern portion of the site with a tray table for sorting oysters, a solar powered oyster
tumbler, and a saltwater pump (Exhibit 2, page 2). A portable “whisper-quiet” generator was authorized
to be used to power the tumbler and saltwater pump (Exhibit 2, page 2).
The cages remain on the site between April and December. During the winter months, some of the cages
are kept on the bottom of the lease site, while others are removed from the site and overwintered on the
bottom of Limited Purpose Aquaculture (LPA) licenses located outside The Pool.
In the original decision (Exhibit 2, page 11), the Commissioner established conditions governing the use of
CI PL, as is allowed pursuant to 12 M.R.S.A § 6072 (7-B). The following conditions were imposed in the
original lease:
a.

The lease site must be marked in accordance with both U.S. Coast Guard requirements and DMR
Rule 2.80.
b. Other public uses that are not inconsistent with the purposes of the lease are permitted within the
lease boundaries.
c. The lease holder must obtain a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), from DMR’s Bureau of
Public Health, governing site-specific testing for biotoxin monitoring. This requirement may be
waived, in writing, by the Bureau of Public Health should it be determined that a MOU is no
longer necessary.
d. The placement of floating or suspended gear must be 25-feet from any observed eelgrass.
The lease term was set for twenty years, beginning on December 13, 2019 and ending on December 12,
2039 (Exhibit 3, page 1).
B. Proposed Changes to Gear Layout and Findings
The leaseholder is requesting to replace an existing 20-foot by 20-foot work float with a 15-foot by 24-foot
float connected to a five-foot by 30-foot docking float. (App, page 5).
As DMR Rule Chapter 2.44 (1) states that “the Commissioner shall not amend a lease in such a way that it
materially alters the findings of the original decision, or would result in a change to the original lease
conditions”, this amendment proposal will be considered in light of the original decision and lease
conditions.
The current application proposes to replace an approved 400 square foot float with a new 360 square foot
work float and 150 square foot docking float, with a total increase of approximately 110 square feet in size.
The work float and the docking float will be moored together and attached to two mooring balls. No
significant increase in overall width from the original configuration is proposed, and the increase in
overall length is approximately ten feet. The leaseholder also proposes an eight-foot by 24-foot threesided shed on top of the work float. The maximum height of the shed is ten feet, in addition to the float
height of two feet above the waterline. Therefore, the shed will comply with DMR Chapter 2.37(1)(A)(10)
gear height restrictions. No changes to existing operations are anticipated beyond the float replacement.
No issues concerning float placement were identified by the original decision beyond the location of
eelgrass and the appropriate placement of floats in relation to the resource.
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