STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC
FLANWN

Application for Change in Species Authorization
Waukeag Neck, F1anders Bay,Borrento

October 28, 2021

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION
Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) to change the
species authorization on standard lease FLAN WN (the "site"), located near Waukeag Neck, in F1anders
Bay, Sorrento, Hancock County, Maine. Ac-adia Aqua Farms, LLC is seeking authorization to cultivate
American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica) and European oysters (Ostrea edulis) on the site.
1. THE PROCEEDINGS
The amendment application was submitted to DMR on August 03, 2021 and was deemed complete
by DMR on August 25, 2021. Notice of the application and the 14-day public comment period were provided
to other state and federal agencies, riparian landowners, the Town of Sorrento and its Harbormaster, and
others on DMR's mailing list. The evidentiary record before DMR regarding this lease amendment
application includes five exhibits (see exhibit list below).
A. Llst of Exhibits•••
1. Application for a change of species authorization
2. Case_f'ile for the amendment application
3. Executed lease document-for FLAN WN, signed March 29, 2019
4. Lease renewal decision, signed December 18, 2018
5. Original lease decision, signed SeJ)tember 16, 1-997
2� STATUTORY CRITERIA & FINDINGS OF FACT
Approval of standard aquaculturelease amendments is governed by 12 M.R.S.A. § 6072 (13)(G) and
Chapter 2.44 of DMR regulations. The statute and regulations provide that the Commissioner may grant
amendments for the use of specific gear, s_pecies, and/or operational modifications on an existing lease site
provided the proposed changes are consistent with the findings for the underlying lease application, do not
materially alter the findings of the original decision, and- would not_result in a change to the original lease
conditions.

'Exhibits 1-7 are cited below as: Amendment Application - "App", Case File - "CF", Lease for FLAN WN executed in
2019 - "Exhibit 3", DMR Renewal Decision on Lease FLAN WN executed in 2018- "Exhibit 4", Original Lease

Decision Signed Sept-ember 16, 1997 "Exhibit 5",
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A. Original Lease Decision

A lease encompassing 14.3 acres, now known.as FLAN WN, for the bottom culture of blue mussels

(Mytilus edulis) near Waukeag Neck in Flanders Bay was originally granted by DMR on September 16, 1997
(Exhibit 5, pages 12 & 13). Harvest techniques described in the original lease proceedings including drag
harvest and a stern washer (Exhibit 5, page 3). On Becember 18, 2018 DMR granted the second renewal of
standard lease FLAN WN to Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC for a 10-year term, ending in September 15, 2027 via
-a Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision, henceforth referred to as "the decision" (Exhibit 4,
page 3). The decision provided authorization for the leaseholder to cultivate blue mussels (Mytilus edulis)
using bottom cultme techniques.
Conditions imposed on lease FLAN WN, pursuant to 12 M.R.S.A § 6072{7-B) and located on page
3 of the decision, are as follows:
(1) Fishing for lobster, crab, pogies, and herrin-g, as well recreational fishing, are allowed on the
lease;
(2) The riparian landowners are to be allowed boat moorings as designated by the local
Harbormaster;
(3) Seeding and dragging activities are restricted to between the hours of 6:oo a.m. and 6:oo p.m.
thr-oughout the year;
(4)-The lease area shall be marked in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard and Department of
Marine Resources regulations Chapter 2.80; and
(5) Dragging on the Tease site withont prior authorization from the leaseholder is prohibited.
B. Proposed Species-Changes and Findings

The leaseholder is seeking authorization to cultivate American/ eastern oysters (Crassostrea
virginica) and European oysters (Ostrea edulis) on FLAN WN using bottom culture techniques (App,
pages 2 & 3). Both oyster species would be harvested from the site via drag or diver (AIJp, page 3).
American/eastern oyster ( Crassostrea virginica) seed stock are proposed to be sourced from Muscongus
Bay Aquaculture, and European oysters (0, edulis) are proJlosed to be sonrcedfrom Downeast Institute
(App, page 2).
The proposed sources of stock are approve&,by DMR, and the species would-be cultured via
bottom culture, a culture technique already approved on FLAN WN. Therefore the proposal is consistent
with the findings on the underlying lease application and would not materially alter the findings of the
original decision. Furthermore, the proposed species change would not result in a change to the original
-lease conditions.
3. DECISION

Based on the foregoing, the Commissioner grants the requests from Acadia Aqua Farm, LLC for the
authorization to cultivate American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica) and European-o_ysters (Ostrea
edulis) on standard lease FLAN WN.
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Patrick C. Keliher, Commissioner
Department of Marine Resources
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