
 

--- PRESS RELEASE ---  
For Immediate Release 

 

  

Maine DEP Issues Air Quality Alert as 
Particle Pollution Levels Predicted to 

Escalate to Unhealthy Ranges 
  

AUGUSTA, July 17, 2026 — The Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
warns that ground-level particle pollution concentrations are forecasted to reach the 
‘Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups’ (USG) level this Saturday due to wildfire smoke 
drifting in from Manitoba and Ontario, Canada.  

The smoke plume is expected to move back over Maine during the day on Saturday, 
with air quality measured by a 24-hour average forecasted at the USG level. Some 
hours may experience particle pollution levels even higher than this range. Residents 
are encouraged to follow health recommendations that suit their individual needs. 

Smoke conditions may improve by midday Sunday, but due to the unpredictable nature 
of wildfire smoke, the Maine Department of Environmental Protection advises checking 
their website or calling the toll-free Air Quality Hotline at 800-223-1196 for the latest 
updates throughout the weekend. 

Elevated particle pollution levels can affect sensitive groups such as children, older 
adults, outdoor workers, and individuals with respiratory or heart conditions including 
asthma, bronchitis, and COPD. Symptoms may include coughing, shortness of breath, 
throat irritation, and mild chest pain. Even healthy adults engaging in outdoor physical 
activity might notice these effects. 

Some actions you can take to protect your health during such periods include: 

• Avoiding strenuous outdoor activity 
• Closing windows and circulating indoor air with a fan or air conditioner 



• Asthmatics should keep their quick-relief medications and action plan handy 

Additional health information may be found on the following websites: 

• Maine CDC asthma prevention and control 
• USEPA's asthma control and management 
• AIRNOW for smoke impacted areas 

In addition to those in a sensitive group, others who are responsible for the welfare of 
people impacted by poor air quality are urged to use one of the listed tools to follow the 
Air Quality Forecast: 

• Maine DEP’s Air Quality Forecast  
• Maine DEP's Air Quality Hotline: 1-800-223-1196 
• USEPA’s EnviroFlash email and text alert system 
• USEPA’s AIRNOW Fire and Smoke Map 
• USEPA’s AIRNOW Mobile App 
• Governor Mill’s “Wildfires and Air Quality” online resource 

For more information go to Maine DEP’s air quality web site. 

 

For additional information, contact: 

David R. Madore, Deputy Commissioner 

david.madore@maine.gov 

 

 

   

 
  

 
  
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.maine.gov%252Fdhhs%252Fmecdc%252Fpopulation-health%252Fmat%252F%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FGJjCvpOmartnoiSV52ylWIegASdNbmyh0bGkE6_YSvo%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839329506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VQtPTjCjQWclpT%2F68dhCc%2BWVT2W70Db%2BG6wGiKtJWic%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttp%3A%252F%252Fwww.epa.gov%252Fasthma%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2F7qJXLmRayrSb8FLxcZy2LOi73oQvHdY8ABci4ztPr_M%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839348749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wI8VMK%2FoNfJ4ogkwMUbdeVENX6uWvuTPo%2FS4ndind3w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.airnow.gov%252Fair-quality-and-health%252Ffires-and-your-health%252F%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FHG8EoEHgwF2kh5-3U1cc1EyA5uuw-rgYRrQhavblnlE%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839367368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mrKl3QalNtP08LLNF5yOaON3krqEvlrk594poomZqqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttp%3A%252F%252Fwww.maine.gov%252Fdep%252Fair%252Faqforecast%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FAWMA2Xx8VkrlX7HdoNJkoSdN61LxYOrY1ZaE5Sa2Oxs%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839386048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xiUCVMF2PUIcR0pyNwUjQN5Qdv5g28kTkQLVHcd3m7U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttp%3A%252F%252Fwww.maine.gov%252Fdep%252Fair%252Fozone%252Fenviroflash.html%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FwK7jHdrJDuwe2MQwf8g_L3jzCNZevJ1rhaiI4oATzHI%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839404471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4dbcnsdujhha6IE1x6pN3lQ5CgOc%2B85IEgyhcv7w0YM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ffire.airnow.gov%252F%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2F5cE7WctBl-OFHA6JkOfc6Hwq3TiR8Ej_hyw4JozKxtw%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839423856%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qHe%2FptMgpbsX%2F6i1%2FIlQDa1glWUMhTrE0UkFHRbXf50%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.airnow.gov%252Fairnow-mobile-app%252F%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FkiDuT7KPIvMq7zRfBVThL2ng4jKfToDZrz2oEYbOarA%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839442373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ua%2BYANImIEoEjV9AIsbv5RQR9gsEMErZDKv%2BnEMgY5s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.maine.gov%252Fgovernor%252Fmills%252Fwildfires%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FgYfezTVJDFVEW1y1L5gbDjQuTOHbc59gA1f9Z2wD1uo%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839460322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g5EaLdTHYCpRmZO9wB0jPrnR%2Bx1Mn54FXVYyUiAt4DA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fapps.web.maine.gov%252Fcgi-bin%252Fonline%252Fdep%252Fair%252Faqforecast%252Findex.pl%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FayBwLoq8C3xkNUR8d0i8tWNdaHuVnAZngniI7ivSffo%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839478484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7ZxKTCDHZe3RGSu%2BQ1YfhEY9aZ%2Bi3eikz44fA4FHJBg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Flink%2F1%2F0101019f71896afd-42e73132-8e74-4595-a288-4f40ca62216c-000000%2FiaiAhR0mHY_4M-35PcG6DJ9bLJX3nwoKVjf0qmHMrCI%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Lincoln%40maine.gov%7C7ab15ddeb9d5420ad24d08dee4394859%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639199131839496606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bAdGkpI7XEW9MTbZs8YjHf5gX8td8ietwHk95o5JELc%3D&reserved=0

