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• Brief Refresher on Lead Poisoning
• Health Effects, Children at Risk, Maine CDC Interventions

• Maine’s New Blood Lead Testing Laws

• Role of the Provider

• Using the Blood Lead Module in ImmPact, including how to:
• Access patient demographic information and the module
• Review blood lead testing requirements and recommendations
• Review blood lead history and individual test results 
• Enter information about tests ordered by your office
• Run reports to identify patients in need of testing

Training Topics



Maine Department of Health and Human Services

• Even low blood levels of lead place children at risk for 
adverse health effects.

• In 2019, an estimated 350 Maine children under age 6 had 
blood lead levels above 5 µg/dL.

Health Effects of Lead in Children
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Health Effects of Lead in Children

While rare, at higher blood 
levels of lead, children are at 
risk for additional health 
effects, including seizures, 
coma and death at very high 
levels.
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Children living in homes built before 1950 are at highest risk for lead 
exposure. Deteriorated lead paint and resulting lead dust pose the 
greatest risk, but even intact paint may be a risk for some children.

Which Children are at risk for lead poisoning?
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Other Risk Factors for Lead Poisoning

• Children whose parents work in lead 
related industries are at risk from “take 
home” lead.

• Lead from plumbing sources may 
contaminate drinking water.

• Some cultural or dietary practices may 
expose children to lead.
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• Children may be screened for lead poisoning 
with either a capillary or a venous blood test.

• Capillary tests are more likely than venous tests 
to be contaminated from lead on the child’s skin 
or from the testing environment.

• An elevated capillary test must be confirmed 
with a venous blood lead test to determine if a 
child actually has lead poisoning.

DHHS Provides Services Based on “Confirmed” Blood Lead 
Levels > 5 mcg/dL
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When a Lead Poisoned Child is Identified, 
DHHS Inspects Dwellings for Hazards

Test for lead in 
paint, dust, water, 
soil
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If inspections find lead hazards, 
DHHS must:

Post notice 
of hazards

Order removal of 
lead hazards

Relocate family 
if needed
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Recognizing the importance of identifying children with lead 
poisoning in order to provide them with DHHS services to reduce 
their lead exposure, in 2019, the Maine State Legislature mandated 
that health care providers test all 1- and 2-year-olds for lead 
poisoning.

Universal Blood Lead Testing Mandate
2019



Maine Department of Health and Human Services

• Test all 1- and 2-year-olds for blood 
lead.

• Follow Maine CDC guidelines for 
testing at 3, 4, and 5 years.

• Confirm elevated capillary results.
• Follow-up elevated venous results to 

make certain DHHS actions have been 
successful in reducing blood lead 
levels.

Role of Providers
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• Maine CDC Website:
• https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/eohp/lead/providers.shtml

• Maine CDC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Unit 
• Main Line: 207-287-4311  
• Team:

• Margaret Bordeau, DO, MPH, Public Health Physician 287-3222; Margaret.bordeau@maine.gov
• Sandra Dempsey, RN, Nurse Education Consultant 287-8671; Sandra.Dempsey@maine.gov
• Emily Brown, RN, Child Health Coordinator 287-5348; Emily.brown@maine.gov

For More Information about Blood Lead Testing and DHHS 
Services for Lead Poisoned Children

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/eohp/lead/providers.shtml
mailto:Margaret.bordeau@maine.gov
mailto:Sandra.Dempsey@maine.gov
mailto:Emily.brown@maine.gov
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How To Use the Blood Lead Module in ImmPact
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Use this search for patients
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Complete a search 
just like when you are 
inputting vaccinations
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Demographics Page:
Important to verify:
• Name 
• Gender
• DOB 

Next select Patient 
Information
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Enter Race and Ethnicity 
if missing.

ImmPact ID: a secure 
way to communicate to 
Maine CDC when you 
have specific questions 
about a patient’s record 
in ImmPact.
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Select Address 
Information. An accurate 
address is very important 
should Maine CDC need 
to do a lead inspection at 
the location where the 
patient is living.

To add a new address, 
first change the Start Date 
to today’s date. Then 
change the address and 
Save.

You must have a 
complete address (Street 
Address, Zip, City, State) 
to get access to the Blood 
Lead Module.
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Click save before going on.

Then select Blood Lead
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Requirements and 
Recommendations:
• 1 and 2 year old's: tests are 

required under Maine law.
• The module displays the date 

the test is due
• Under Lead Test there is an 

option to record Test Refused if 
parent refuses a test.

• If a test has been ordered at a 
lab, you can enter the date.

• Date of Test and Status are 
automatically filled in.

• 3-5 year old's: a risk assessment 
is recommended to determine if 
testing is needed.

• Record if risk assessment is 
done and if testing is needed
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Blood Lead History
• Test Results displayed with 

notice in red if action is 
required. 

• To view a specific test, 
click on the Date Sample 
Collected. The details of 
the test are displayed 
below. 
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More on Blood Lead History
• Daily, Maine CDC uploads all 

venous blood lead tests and 
capillary tests analyzed at 
Maine Health and 
Environmental Testing Lab

• You cannot enter test results 
unless your organization is 
approved for in-office testing. 

• Providers who perform in-
office capillary testing must 
enter results into ImmPact
within 48 hours of test.

• Only Maine CDC staff can 
change blood lead test results 
once they are saved in 
ImmPact.
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Blood Lead Reports
Useful reports for tracking 
patients in need of blood lead 
testing:
1. Age Exceeded Report
2. Test Due Report
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Age Exceeded Report has 
a number of options. To 
obtain explanation of each 
report, hover the mouse 
over the radio button of the 
report you are interested in 
(see next slide) or click on 
the light bulb.

Select the report you are 
interested in and the date 
that you want the report 
run for.

Select Generate
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Select the 
light bulb for 
on-line help

Hover the mouse over the radio 
button and an explanation of the 
report will appear.
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The report status will look 
like this when it is finished. 
You may need to wait if it is 
a large report. You can 
select the refresh button as 
often as you like until the 
report is complete.

The see the report, select the 
blue underlined Report 
Name.
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An Excel spreadsheet will 
open.
The heading shows the 
report name, date it was 
run for and the 
organization.

The report results are 
presented and can be sorted 
or manipulated using 
standard Excel commands. 

Note: These are not real 
patients – all this data is 
fabricated.
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The Test Due List Report is 
a very useful report. 

One Year Old Test will 
return names of patients 
who have reached 9 months 
of age but less than18 
months and have not had a 
blood test in that time 
frame.

Two Year Old Test will 
return names of patients 
who have reached 18 
months of age but less than 
36 months and have not had 
a blood test in that time 
period.



Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Hover mouse over button 
for definition

A number of time frames 
for the report are 
available. Select the time 
frame that you want the 
report run for and then 
select Generate.
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The report will run and this is 
the status when it is finished 
running. Select the blue 
underlined Report Name to 
open the Excel spreadsheet.
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Report name, date it 
was run, and the 
organization name are 
in the header.

Patients that are due for 
a blood test are 
displayed.

Note: These are not real 
patients – all this data is 
fabricated.
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User Resources and Help

• Maine CDC Website on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention:
• https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/eohp/lead/providers.shtml

• Maine CDC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Unit 
• Main Line: 207-287-4311  
• Team:

• Margaret Bordeau, DO, MPH, Public Health Physician 287-3222; Margaret.bordeau@maine.gov
• Sandra Dempsey, RN, Nurse Education Consultant 287-8671; Sandra.Dempsey@maine.gov
• Emily Brown, RN, Child Health Coordinator 287-5348; Emily.brown@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/eohp/lead/providers.shtml
mailto:Margaret.bordeau@maine.gov
mailto:Sandra.Dempsey@maine.gov
mailto:Emily.brown@maine.gov
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