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• School entry requirements
– Pre-Kindergarten 
– Kindergarten
– 7th Grade
– 12th Grade

• Certificate of immunization; Evidence of immunity
• Enrollment or attendance without certificate of immunization or 

proof of immunity
• Additional recommended vaccines for back-to-school

– HPV recommendations
– Men B recommendations

• Docket and Docket for Schools
• Resources

Objectives
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• Required for Pre-K entry: 
– 4 DTaP
– 3 Polio
– 1 MMR (measles, mumps, rubella)
– 1 Varicella (chickenpox) 

OR 
• Medical exemption for one or all vaccines 

• In the absence of a certificate of immunization, laboratory evidence of immunity to specific 
diseases or reliable history of disease documented by a Maine physician or other primary 

care provider
• Philosophical or religious exemptions are only allowable for students with an IEP and 

exemption in place prior to September 1, 2021

Pre-Kindergarten Entry Requirements 
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• Required for Kindergarten entry: 
– 5 DTaP (4 DTaP if 4th is given on or after 4th birthday) 
– 4 Polio (3 Polio if the 3rd is given on or after 
    the 4th birthday) 
– 2 MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) 
– 2 Varicella (chickenpox)

OR 
• Medical exemption for one or all vaccines 

• In the absence of a certificate of immunization, laboratory evidence of immunity to specific 
diseases or reliable history of disease documented by a Maine physician or other primary 

care provider
• Philosophical or religious exemptions are only allowable for students with an IEP and 

exemption in place prior to September 1, 2021

Kindergarten Entry Requirements
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• Required for 7th grade entry:
–  All previously required vaccines
– 1 Tdap 
– 1 Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MCV4) 

OR 
• Medical exemption for one or all vaccines 

• In the absence of a certificate of immunization, laboratory evidence of immunity to specific 
diseases or reliable history of disease documented by a Maine physician or other primary 

care provider
• Philosophical or religious exemptions are only allowable for students with an IEP and 

exemption in place prior to September 1, 2021

7th Grade Entry
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• Required for 12th grade entry:
–  All previously required vaccines 
– 2 MenACWY (only one dose is required if the 1st 
     dose is given on or after 16th birthday) 

OR
• Medical exemption for one or all vaccines 

• In the absence of a certificate of immunization, laboratory evidence of immunity to specific 
diseases or reliable history of disease documented by a Maine physician or other primary 

care provider
• Philosophical or religious exemptions are only allowable for students with an IEP and 

exemption in place prior to September 1, 2021
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12th Grade Entry
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School Requirements & Resources



• Certificate of Immunization
– To demonstrate adequate immunization against each disease, a child must present the school with a certificate of 

immunization from a physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant or public health official who has 
administered the immunizing agent(s) to the child. The certificate must specify the immunizing agent, the dosage 
administered and the date(s) on which it was administered. 

• Proof of Immunity
– In the absence of a certificate of immunization, the child must present the school with laboratory evidence 

demonstrating immunity or reliable documented history of immunity provided by a physician or other primary care 
provider
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Certificate of Immunization; 
Evidence of Immunity

 Titers are not meant to be done 
to replace immunization against 
each disease. Titers can be done 
if the vaccine has been received 
and are unable to locate the 
certificate of immunization. 



A child who does not provide a certificate of immunization or proof of 
immunity against a disease listed in this rule is not permitted to enroll in 
or attend school unless one or more of the following circumstances apply:

• Written Assurance from Parent of Private Effort to Immunize Child: 
– The parent provides the school with a written assurance that the child will be 

immunized by private effort within 90 days of enrollment or of the child first 
attending, whichever date is the earliest.

– The granting of this 90-day period is a one-time provision. If, after 90 days have 
passed, the parent fails to provide the required certificate of immunization or 
proof of immunity against each of the diseases listed in this rule

• Written Consent to Immunize Child: 
– The parent grants written consent for the child’s immunization by a public health 

officer, physician, nurse or other authorized person in their employ, or acting as an 
agent of the school, where such immunization programs are in effect.
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Enrollment or Attendance Without Certificate of 
Immunization or Proof of Immunity



• Medical exemption: 
– an exemption from an immunization requirement based on a form signed by a 

licensed physician stating that the vaccine administered would endanger the life or 
health of the child.

• Individualized Education Plan (IEP): 
– A student covered by an individualized education plan on September 1, 2021 who 

elected a philosophical or religious exemption from immunization requirements on 
or before September 1, 2021 pursuant to the law in effect prior to that date, may 
continue to attend school under that student’s existing exemption as long as:
– The parent or guardian of the student provides a statement from a licensed 

physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant that the physician, nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant has consulted with that parent or guardian 
and has made that parent or guardian aware of the risks and benefits associated 
with the choice to immunize;

– If the student is 18 years of age or older, the student provides a statement from 
a licensed physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant that the physician, 
nurse practitioner or physician assistant has consulted with that student and has 
made that student aware of the risks and benefits associated with the choice to 
immunize

10Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Enrollment or Attendance Without Certificate of 
Immunization or Proof of Immunity (cont.)



11Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Additional Recommended Vaccines for 
Back-to-School 

In addition to the required vaccines for school, there are a few other 
vaccines that are recommended for older children and teenagers:

 HPV (Human Papillomavirus): The HPV vaccine protects 
against human papillomavirus, which can cause cervical cancer 
in women as well as several other types of cancer in both men 
and women. Two doses are recommended starting at age 9.

Meningococcal (Men B): Protects against a 5th strain of 
meningococcal disease, which isn’t covered by the MCV4 
vaccine (MenACWY). It is recommended at age 16, with a 
second dose 6 months later
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HPV Recommendations 

HPV can cause cancers of 
the cervix, vagina, and vulva 
in women; penis in men and 
anus in both men and 
women. It can also cause 
cancer in the back of the 
throat, including the base of 
the tongue and tonsils 
(oropharynx), in both men 
and women.

HPV vaccination can prevent 
over 90% of cancers caused 
by HPV, as well as anal, 
vaginal, cervical, and vulvar 
precancers (abnormal cells 
that can lead to cancer).

https://www.cdc.gov/hpv/vaccines

https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FINAL_NW-Summit-
Clinic-Toolkit-Print-On-Demand-Kits.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/hpv/vaccines/index.html#:%7E:text=HPV%20vaccines%20can%20be%20given,was%20given%20before%2015th%20birthday.&text=Children%209%E2%80%9314%20years%20old,3%20doses%20of%20HPV%20vaccine
https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FINAL_NW-Summit-Clinic-Toolkit-Print-On-Demand-Kits.pdf
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Men B Recommendations

• For healthy individuals aged 16-23 
years, a 2-dose series of MenB 
vaccine (Bexsero or Trumenba) may 
be administered based on shared 
clinical decision-making.

• The preferred age for MenB 
vaccination is 16-18 years.

• The brands of MenB vaccine 
(Bexsero and Trumenba) are not 
interchangeable. If the brand used 
for the primary series is unknown 
or unavailable, a new primary series 
should be started with the available 
brand.
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MenABCWY Combination

MenABCWY Combination

• PENBRAYA MenABCWY vaccine includes 
Trumenba

• PENMENVY MenABCWY vaccine includes 
Bexsero®. 
 Penmenvy is NOT yet available to 

order, pending CDC approval

For subsequent doses after MenABCWY, 
administer:
• Trumenba® for additional MenB dose(s) when 

MenACWY isn't indicated and Penbraya was 
used for the MenABCWY dose

• Bexsero® for additional MenB dose(s) when 
MenACWY isn't indicated and Penmenvy was 
used for the MenABCWY dose

• Any MenACWY vaccine when MenB isn't 
indicated

https://penbraya.pfizerpro.com/?cmp=154961502437&utm_source=MICROSOFT&utm_medium=paidsearch&pid=Brand&utm_term=penbraya%20vaccine&network=o&gclid=5b29d4b158751012e4d0bc1481c28cfb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=5b29d4b158751012e4d0bc1481c28cfb
https://penbraya.pfizerpro.com/?cmp=154961502437&utm_source=MICROSOFT&utm_medium=paidsearch&pid=Brand&utm_term=penbraya%20vaccine&network=o&gclid=5b29d4b158751012e4d0bc1481c28cfb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=5b29d4b158751012e4d0bc1481c28cfb
https://penmenvyhcp.com/about/?cc=ps_7UPUMJF14W2697012&mtrc=500045&mcm=500045&gclid=fbec401ff11115755f9128ba2887a754&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=fbec401ff11115755f9128ba2887a754
https://penmenvyhcp.com/about/?cc=ps_7UPUMJF14W2697012&mtrc=500045&mcm=500045&gclid=fbec401ff11115755f9128ba2887a754&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=fbec401ff11115755f9128ba2887a754
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Docket and Docket for Schools
About Immunization Records and Docket®

Docket® is an application that searches Maine’s Immunization Information 
System (IIS) using basic demographic information (name, date of birth, and 
sex) to display immunization record information on a mobile device. Phone 
number verification is required. The app displays vaccination history to anyone 
with a record in our IIS whose identity has been verified through the 
Docket® app. This application is not a vaccine passport.
You must be 18 years of age to use Docket®. You can also access vaccine 
records on behalf of someone for whom you are the parent/legal guardian or 
authorized personal representative, usually for a minor child or vulnerable 
adult.
Use Docket® whenever you need to share immunization records, such as during 
school registration or childcare registration.

Docket for Schools:
The Docket for Schools is a NEW application introduced by MIP that is 
required for all school nursed starting in the 2025-2026 school year. This 
platform simplifies access to student immunization records and streamlines 
compliance reviews, enhancing year-round oversight in coordination with the 
Maine Department of Education and Maine CDC.

Docket Contact:
For other questions or concerns, please email the Maine Immunization program 
at Docket.DHHS@Maine.gov or by phone (207) 287-3746.

mailto:Docket.DHHS@Maine.gov


• Frequently asked questions on immunization requirement for school children (PDF)

• Immunizations | Department of Education

• Maine School Immunization Requirements

• Immunization | Maine CDC | DHHS

• Maine Vaccine Laws | Maine Center for Disease Control & Prevention

• Meningococcal Vaccine Recommendations | Meningococcal | CDC

– Shared Clinical Decision-Making: Meningococcal B Vaccination

• HPV Vaccination and Cancer Prevention | ACS | American Cancer Society

– HPV-Toolkit.pdf

– HPV_Roundtable-HPV_Why_Age_9_pdf

• Immunization Records | Maine Center for Disease Control & Prevention
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Resources

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/frequently%20asked%20questions%20on%20immunization%20requirement%20for%20school%20children_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/frequently%20asked%20questions%20on%20immunization%20requirement%20for%20school%20children_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/healthed/nurseresources/manual/immunization
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/healthed/nurseresources/manual/immunization
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/State%20immunization%20law%20for%20children%20in%20public_private%20school_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/State%20immunization%20law%20for%20children%20in%20public_private%20school_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/diseases-conditions/immunization/school-vaccine-law
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/diseases-conditions/immunization/school-vaccine-law
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/media/pdfs/2025/03/2024-isd-job-aid-scdm-menb-508-remediated.pdf?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/ISD-job-aid-SCDM-mening-b-shared-clinical-decision-making.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/media/pdfs/2025/03/2024-isd-job-aid-scdm-menb-508-remediated.pdf?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/ISD-job-aid-SCDM-mening-b-shared-clinical-decision-making.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/media/pdfs/2025/03/2024-isd-job-aid-scdm-menb-508-remediated.pdf?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/ISD-job-aid-SCDM-mening-b-shared-clinical-decision-making.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/media/pdfs/2025/03/2024-isd-job-aid-scdm-menb-508-remediated.pdf?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/ISD-job-aid-SCDM-mening-b-shared-clinical-decision-making.pdf
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/risk-prevention/hpv/hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/risk-prevention/hpv/hpv-vaccine.html
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/providers/HPV-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/providers/HPV-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/providers/HPV-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/providers/HPV-Toolkit.pdf
https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HPV_Roundtable-HPV_Why_Age_9_Sales_Sheet_WEB.pdf
https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HPV_Roundtable-HPV_Why_Age_9_Sales_Sheet_WEB.pdf
https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HPV_Roundtable-HPV_Why_Age_9_Sales_Sheet_WEB.pdf
https://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/HPV_Roundtable-HPV_Why_Age_9_Sales_Sheet_WEB.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/diseases-conditions/immunization/immunization-records
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/diseases-conditions/immunization/immunization-records


Nicole Lake 
Public Health Educator

Nicole.Lake@Maine.Gov 
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Questions?

mailto:Nicole.Lake@Maine.Gov
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