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Everyone aged 6months and older are recommended to get the flu vaccine by the end 
of October. It does take up to two weeks after vaccination to be protected from the 
flu. All flu vaccine for the 2026-2027 season are Trivalent

When should vaccination start?

 If only 1 dose is needed for the season, 
vaccination should ideally be done during 
September or October. Though it is 
recommended vaccination continue 
throughout the season if influenza is 
circulating. 

 Children 6 months through 8 years who 
require 2 doses should receive the first dose 
as soon as vaccine is available.

2026 – 2027 Influenza Vaccine Recommendations



Guide for Determining the Number of Doses of 
Influenza Vaccine to Give to Children Age 6 Months 

Through 8 Years 
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Flu Vaccines Offered Through MIP for the 2026-2027 
Influenza Season
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Trade Name Age Range How it is supplied

FluLaval
IIV3*

6 months to 18 years 0.5mL single dose prefilled syringe 

Fluzone 
IIV3*

6 months to 18 years 0.5ml single dose prefilled syringe 

Flucelvax
ccIIV*

6 months to 18 years 0.5mL single dose prefilled syringe

FluMist
LAIV3*

2 years to 18 years 0.2mL single dose prefilled 
intranasal sprayer

• MIP will supply flu vaccine for all children in Maine, ages 6months through 18 years. 

• A limited supply of Flu vaccines for adults 19 -64  who are uninsured or underinsured will be 

available For this season.

*IIV = egg-based 
inactivated influenza 
vaccine

*ccIIV = cell 
culture inactivated 
influenza vaccine
*LAIV3= live 
attenuated 
influenza vaccine



IM Injection Influenza Vaccine and NAS Flu Mist 
Administration Recommendations
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https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/catg.d/p2024.pdf 

https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/catg.d/p2024.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/catg.d/p2024.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/catg.d/p2024.pdf


2026 – 2027 COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations 
for Children 6 months – 18 Years

6Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

• The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends all infants and children 6 
through 23 months of age who do not have contraindications receive 2026–2027 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

• The AAP also recommends a single dose of age-appropriate 2026–2027 COVID-19 
vaccine for all children and adolescents 2 through 18 years of age at increased risk of 
severe COVID-19, regardless of prior COVID-19 vaccination status. 

• Children 2 through 18 years of age not considered at increased risk of severe COVID-
19 whose parent or guardian desires their protection from COVID-19 should be offered 
a single dose of age-appropriate 2026–2027 COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Any available COVID-19 vaccine appropriate by age and health status can be 
administered and the most updated version of the COVID-19 vaccine that is available 
should be used.

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants 



Available COVID-19 Vaccines for Children 6 months 
– 18 Years
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• MIP will supply COVID-19 vaccines for all children in Maine, ages 6 months through 18 
years.  



COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations for Adults 19 
Years and Older
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• The American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) recommends all adults 19 years and older 
should receive a COVID-19 vaccine. It is especially important to get a COVID-19 vaccine if you 
are:
 65 years and older;
 At increased risk for severe COVID-19 infection; and
 Have never received a COVID-19 vaccine.

• Adults 65 years and older should receive a second dose of 
the updated COVID-19 vaccine 6 months after the initial 
dose to help maintain protection as immunity wanes over 
time.

• Offer COVID-19 vaccines as soon as the updated 
formulation is available.

https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/immunizations-schedules-
resources/adult-immunization-schedules 

• A limited supply of COVID- 19 vaccine for adults aged 19 -64  who are uninsured or 
underinsured will be available for this season.

• We do anticipate doses being available for all eligible groups in the 2027 – 2028 respiratory 
season. 

https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/immunizations-schedules-resources/adult-immunization-schedules
https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/immunizations-schedules-resources/adult-immunization-schedules
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Pneumococcal Vaccine Recommendations for Infants and 
Children  
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The AAP recommends routine pneumococcal vaccine for all infants and children 2 through 59 months of age.

• Routine use: Children ages 2-23 months should receive either PCV15 or PCV20 according to 
recommended dosing and schedules.
 2 months
 4 months
 6 months
 12 through 15 months

• Catch-up vaccination: Healthy children ages 24 – 59 months with incomplete PCV vaccination status 
and children ages 24 – 71 months with certain underlying conditions and an incomplete PCV vaccination 
status should receive either PCV15 or PCV20 according to currently recommended dosing and schedules.

• Children ages 2 – 18 years with any risk condition who have received all recommended doses before 
age 6 years do not need additional doses if they have received at least one dose of PCV20. If they received 
PCV13 or PCV15 but not PCV20, they should receive a dose of PCV20 or pneumococcal polysaccharide 
vaccine (PPSV23) using the previously recommended doses and schedule.

• Children ages 6 – 18 years with any risk condition who have not received any dose of PCV13, PCV15 
or PCV20 should receive a single dose of PCV15 or PCV20. When PCV15 is used, it should be followed 
by a dose of PPSV23 at least eight weeks later if not previously given.

https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/pneumococcal-vaccines/ 

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
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Pneumococcal Vaccine Recommendations for Adults
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Routine Vaccination Recommendations for Adults 50 Years or Older:
• Administer PCV15, PCV20, or PCV21 for all adults 50 years or older

 Who have never received any pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
 Whose previous vaccination history is unknown

PCV15: Additional vaccination recommended:
• If PCV15 is used, administer a dose of PPSV23 one year later. Only one 

dose of PPSV23 is indicated. 
• If PPSV23 was previously administered, another dose isn't needed. The 

patient's pneumococcal vaccinations are complete.
• The minimum interval is 8 weeks and can be considered in adults with:

 An immunocompromising condition
 A cochlear implant
 A cerebrospinal fluid leak

PCV20 or PCV21: Additional vaccination not recommended:
• If PCV20 or PCV21 is used, a dose of PPSV23 isn't indicated. Regardless 

of which vaccine is used (PCV20 or PCV21), the patient's pneumococcal 
vaccinations are complete.

Recommendation for shared clinical decision-making:
• Based on shared clinical decision-making, adults 65 years or older have 

the option to get PCV20 or PCV21, or to not get additional pneumococcal 
vaccines. They can get PCV20 or PCV21 if they have received both
 PCV13 (but not PCV15, PCV20, or PCV21) at any age and
 PPSV23 at or after the age of 65 years old

 Use PneumoRecs 
VaxAdvisor to quickly and 
easily determine which 
pneumococcal vaccines a 
patient needs and when.

PneumoRecs VaxAdvisor App for 
Vaccine Providers | Pneumococcal | 

CDC

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/app.html#cdc_app_widget_desc-get-the-app
https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/app.html#cdc_app_widget_desc-get-the-app
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Respiratory Vaccine Coadministration 
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Getting more than one vaccine at the same visit.
Vaccines given with a needle at the same visit should be given at separate places on the body (at 
least one inch apart). Adults and older children can get them in the same arm at least an inch apart, 
or they can get them in different arms. Young children can get them in the same thigh at least an 
inch apart, or they can get them in different thighs.

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention



Respiratory Vaccine Resources
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Influenza:
• 2026-2027 Influenza Vaccine Products-  Immunize.org
• Preparing for the 2026-2027 Influenza Season – AAP
• 2026-2027 Influenza Season- CDC
• Interim Clinical Considerations for Seasonal Influenza Vaccines – CDC

COVID-19: 

• COVID Vaccine Dosing Quick Reference.pdf- AAP

• Fall Immunization Recommendations to Protect Patients and Communities- AAFP

Pneumococcal (PCV): 
• Recommendations for Pneumococcal Vaccines Use in Children and Teens
• Pneumococcal Vaccines - AAP
• Catch-Up Guidance for Healthy Children 4 Months through 4 Years of Age 

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine: PCV-Revised January 2025

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.immunize.org%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252Fcatg.d%252Fp4072.pdf%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101a0a177e78f-64a65c62-dff4-45e4-9675-a7e1e8a42f1c-000000%2FmwCde1RlGFH_roKA-9K5rXLyeU56j925LhP_o41BkVM%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cnicole.lake%40maine.gov%7C4bc48b11df934a32141408df129953d1%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639250122192770188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=owh%2Fi6VIn83JsLoA8vekIh4hNYKD666TlzkbdbvkzyU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.immunize.org%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252Fcatg.d%252Fp4072.pdf%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101a0a177e78f-64a65c62-dff4-45e4-9675-a7e1e8a42f1c-000000%2FmwCde1RlGFH_roKA-9K5rXLyeU56j925LhP_o41BkVM%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cnicole.lake%40maine.gov%7C4bc48b11df934a32141408df129953d1%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639250122192770188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=owh%2Fi6VIn83JsLoA8vekIh4hNYKD666TlzkbdbvkzyU%3D&reserved=0
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Nicole Lake
Vaccine Educator for Cumberland, York & Oxford counties

207-287-3409
Nicole.Lake@Maine.Gov
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