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HRSA Payment Program for Buprenorphine-Trained Clinicians. Yesterday, the Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA) launched an effort to improve access to substance use disorder
treatment by paying for clinicians who are cleared to prescribe buprenorphine, a medication used
to treat opioid use disorder. Clinicians working in Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) or
Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) who have the waiver necessary to prescribe buprenorphine may be
eligible to receive this payment through their employer. Beginning June 30, 2021, FQHCs and RHCs
may apply through HRSA'’s Electronic Handbook (EHB), the agency’s online system for managing
grants. HRSA will pay $3,000 for each eligible provider submitted on the application. Existing HRSA
grantees should already have an EHB account; for those organizations that are not a grantee,
instructions for creating a new EHB account can be found under “How to Apply” in the headline
link above. There is no deadline to apply, but available funds are limited and will be paid on a first-
come, first-served basis. The SUPPORT Act made $6 million available to FQHCs and $2 million
available to RHCs under this program. HRSA will accept applications and process payments until all
available funds are exhausted. For any additional questions about this program, please contact
Data2000WaiverPayments@hrsa.gov.

HHS Encourages Enrollment in Marketplace Health Insurance Coverage. As part of the Rural
Week of Action, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) is encouraging qualified
individuals and families to enroll in or change Health Insurance Marketplace plans through August
15, 2021 with the 2021 Special Enroliment Period for COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. More
people may qualify for Marketplace savings that will lower the cost of premiums. It is estimated
that 65 percent of uninsured rural adults could have access to a health plan with SO premium on
healthcare.gov. Enter your zip code to find local help or call the Marketplace Call Center.

HHS Awards Grants for Health Literacy. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
awarded funds to local governments in 73 communities as part of an effort to improve the way
information is received and understood by racial and ethnic minorities, including those in rural
communities. The two-year projects will also focus on other populations considered vulnerable for
misperceptions about COVID-19 and other information about public health.

NIH Studies Mobile Clinics for Integrated HIV, SUD Treatment. The National Institutes of Health
(NIH) launched a new clinical trial to determine whether using mobile clinics to treat both HIV and
substance use disorder (SUD) at the same time can improve outcomes among individuals who inject
drugs.
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USDA Seeks Public Input on Equity, Racial Justice in Rural Communities — July 15. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is requesting comments — from short feedback on a specific
USDA program up to 20 pages of broader research —to inform its Racial Equity Commission that will
be launched later this year.

COVID-19 Resources

Online Resource for Licensure of Health Professionals. Created by the Association of State and
Provincial Psychology Boards, the site provides up-to-date information on emergency regulation
and licensing in each state for psychologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists assistants,
and social workers.

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy FAQs for COVID-19. A set of Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) from our grantees and stakeholders.

Rural Health Clinic Vaccine Distribution (RHCVD) Program. Under the program, Medicare-certified
RHCs will receive direct COVID-19 vaccines in addition to their normal jurisdictions’” weekly
allocation. Contact RHCVaxDistribution@hrsa.gov for more information.

UPDATED: CARES Act Provider Relief Fund Frequently Asked Questions. Includes information on
terms and conditions, attestation, general and targeted distributions, and how to report capital
equipment purchases. Reporting and Auditing requirements FAQs were updated on June 11.

Customizable COVID-19 Vaccine Communication Toolkit for Rural Communities. Easy access to
customizable communication templates that include print ads, poster, brochure, social media posts,
and an online resource guide.

HRSA COVID-19 Coverage Assistance Fund. The Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) will provide claims reimbursement at the national Medicare rate for eligible health care
providers administering vaccines to underinsured individuals. This may be particularly helpful in
rural communities given higher rates of uninsured and underinsured.

We Can Do This: COVID-19 Public Education Campaign. The U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services announced a national effort to help community partners promote COVID-19 vaccine
confidence. The campaign includes educational materials targeted to specific audiences, including
rural communities, and seeks volunteers for the COVID-19 Community Corps. New: The campaign
launched a Spanish-language website, JuntosSiPodemos.HHS.gov.

Volunteer to Administer COVID-19 Vaccines. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services has
expanded its definition of persons authorized to give the vaccine. These include, among others,
current and retired traditional and non-traditional health care professionals, and students in health
care programs.

HHS Facts About COVID Care for the Uninsured. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
(HHS) helps uninsured individuals find no-cost COVID-19 testing, treatment and vaccines. The HRSA



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbwUpgs9YqPaQvWcrvCoQ6BhT5q7ytH_q9HRX8iO6MjgmFGUAvbGwgf93FwR_OlZORCSCrGkrvuQgIQpmJIv15XABQ1V7tPGVOMO-_K-VbU6F19PN_UjSDTn1SEDQpKfR4zT3J_aBwXr627QtUH23R2L_09yOyTq0QFBgqaIgQ-FjlLlcbMXQEwnS62R08IIn1Cx-ki4hU53O1SimQ_QyNfmIjDQ9vI1r4TbdNRVJjoVxFmtmalJUUMEK2wD4bTVkXfPEvHav1cg0OYKmiWXpHs7EIIyg6t08xRu0yd_6oftn2XMDFm-UR11FXl1PxHJQCAgjodziM_3wV0IKbnZ4-gl8exugBZXHbynClPwLEwNKQXVrqre9oELYXX798Ln-3IKWymCEptC8-rg6myimrrCVoeMjzwRKkJ5o0DZvlymLQH47wcnkDQmf9zb8k5bmaIrTmqugR2UfFDTp0XGjK4GedPbpwEiGZWQ3bBl2mXMR2NF4V-e3J3gnoQYycF22k&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377341926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=n553G3oezPy2bxbxDcurE%2Fpy3st207weXP2i07QXAdQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbkpVpzMNio96oJHPrqCgSVQXcLGTLqpFUXD1l0QjS5RzuMnXE2kmFGTiWJFl6-l2U9ybjvPnB2_0xxPUg-kvF-vhR-FTJCYBZRWMDqRfAhhmh1rjCU4MdAGKt7BBnpBIQfaT4FRT2qbtz2bP_JzSJB1zGSJ_WBP3yZkpm-YIGLU1d2RgKVUZ99xUqYPM0lRLOpE57aXJ-BbFnSPLtHw4T_f1JaXKI4Jh_ueI5iq0fE6aRfxfWaLtAHhN1vbXoH9LDfRGQS8QPEcxD_ydxoWqrhalzzOmnSJVyOoY8xOxMc6SdcxG8TV2pF9vyVGTuWEekinFTsa568y2QFbsELJU6dA~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377351883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eNxGNm5Z1fEeOXl4xTDsprSh39%2Fax%2F08JlCY7GOT17A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fbh6lcn7-lndKSuNsYGJghYwljrgcI8_cwUcdwyRV1BH3OM6ccVPEmlsahEIQgZb9xC5rOYwGbjhMelQlcoUMvvWqECYX2y9cE6rVsGR5Xi8nLNnM9W6jooio3J1cLiFsdrFvywz5ebtaC57qBt4ZdwO0hNQITmAJdrLBKdLwJ8gR6iF87bK3IP_xQUHdCXUGrxOOx-GyeNWdwh0EqKyS34nBcnA-jJP5rykDoaMgrrYnOOBnyvf7g9Jfluf5KfBNFoLrBFMMnzovB72-RarC3jcM2VEcu1CqqjvIQLLIKmAMGvaZmwMA4CoYV6Qo79nNM5CRxAD4smH66GgrNBh7mkaKSM9yJIfblIkVxPtIqPf5Rus_PRnqbonI6RGB-Ju7sdtoUFH3Oxp2gmLna0B4BY9msj6GkU9vpVH9ijcqG2Nk~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377351883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T38m1zrGTCUE5Yu%2BUK4ft4LdK3tDdJ9WqiDDxTcTftQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbEWiIROUB2ZL5KZu80M3eX9hqBmD8C_2gR44SVXPjL63UBMQ8YRuuZrEvYyxhgFxa30A21trZut1XZuuopu5v1CcNunwsy0t8roKniZ_wgtWtjXkH0oxUapkWdV8XOg_22T1cjgqLGNAwI3QAuMr2aY7xdp-VvOpS4TX5pePP1RrPE8Zx8YhOGDy-_abnIut9NJ1oakq0Z9OMRzU1m_wywmQdWZ2FpcF_sKo93znc692FOSm25uca0vLN3WWHd8swTygVuR6M9cvitqDsnS1ar2T1U897IYYqvaWgNWaUW3oULd1OksZe9TRMtcvLfftjjfmy6xDognRKNBxJpOqk6Rp9jo22T-PMpNHDdxxy6f5HK-U-QopXwTYmh-t4Cbyg&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377361840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uG2dctVz1vfwHeiAR6grpDTWRzBAa%2FD%2B9k56roW7wKQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:RHCVaxDistribution@hrsa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FblnVwfu7wCk3-kPOgl6OGZ7cMekEL1_QMdTRQYjw4wIrVcw0mp8OV1FYXELcvXUtApDr6Yh2Xdg-SXP4HBjZHg542xWD9j89_9rnqBfE75ShcgbLKrhLce_YGo6ht-JmemlQV5xGK7u_T88aN4MrK7gKO6QnsBQLaCOoA5OwhBcFuozIXdUoaFxyxCdDuvwOL3xnxKaBfFWhc74KghBQrERjvuALpDiIBz7tmjst-icohA6uk2IVtEYwbb440LOGjq0sir1kQlxNu8Hd7Ak2hTlArkJOx_S7D0dQ1rLNew50wgnHZyD8HnL0yErNeulpho0V76x6QcZtFiqVZnfq2xHP69nQF_vju2I8fV3MvnVXHSwSqmE_dD1sNfCf_VtMtpoCjigbNjxpkvpnK-HxqjiR0S8V4ij2i06tDVdqkVqM~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377361840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=It%2FXUlSGVSxo4%2Bu0t0Az3zvaeSLElHfHLw0s10VZ7O8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb4URWuemsWaX8qg002CMUVt2oiXfA_i40dhTOIqIEAGLZE0pW8FbN5VGg9E93HilAcJhmfzVz6YCKDW_KMaBgrL9Q2kJ-aLoJH-uS_ODsnGHmhX_bcClKBS9DYmsCvtsJcpjK1MOyRFFXbUtOcBefib_6crPKYpu2UfyI7zolcs22dnjO0hcjDfmZZvcx7odbifJrCSiThnzf4xhcFIgTYsXcI-xipKShCW-7bnkj9mDbUpJKu8HiluL-pJavqW1fd88tfRPYl0RtBAaifrCa3suWlqBPdPjOqneHI7qskRvW-r9mAJ8rwLl1zxwRjFXEhl6BFODuvNHSRefchNRbtIMOBD7Hp1xToPSOXWdANdLpjIZY0cUHmqZD2N-drfJF&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377371796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gPE5Hwkkm1ENEUIYjXvJPDJKKcqrkXB8S8IXjJe6LZA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb1oC9cHEHoGpvSr5ku0oKU1rjysDZGXvrMTpqhUS1WSXiK6Rf1edLzoC6OiqilwHkT7BkVWeSZG6fJdyZmtq9MjKedXNIarQhfB0HvpuxNW0mfbHd6MvrXDYt1sBKARLjhxpY392RJZh5PTbFw8a1yqrM39DRrEjjozOjFP2QkZq6gsjpUNIWE2PEKWHhKPSCIJXtY648ZfJPs_s4KHvl4m0gxgdkr-dgu3YNGm9pqQf30xUqV9eAaG94IqvJf9voaP7OSmABk8WsAUNcYj7N-ah58K723tx9UnfI0rNR2G851C30NAwHy5SFm8U-9WXXPf-YC35u-hR0bFbXnumn-1JL7EeyuzSSba5pEwD6qi59uKg9t-qlt8T9gZxKAqvh&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377371796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v0rUHncVXj%2FtmJESHY083sAAhvfHRvK643a1%2BZiPy94%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbwduBSHlUqKU53ngkmhVluVZO2Jr_0pXilnQcLd0yn0DA4kNn7cssTxrO-xGEKsT_5ZW407hFDGDLIipXFqbCyyGcJ5rPcL-u31K7GiTNG1nr3JVUAuwbkm5NWDZLfCddLdEkIajjRf13y8M2CQSq4Sh7nDwM0lN6UtifkrMMZT1LlEedj4EBbqBt_auorclbJhqvH1o_a3pVmossRND-zts2NwjGT78BVjz-euAa6ukTyjkW1Bn6Okmf58KCF1k4SEiXOQF1B6rufVf9PvCvWlqI8z3CyJ4opzN34IUAJ48ZsWNVOsIANnGoVD-HDQr07Fg0O1OGhTGZOa8Q7FiH_PtucSPs9WEnkvERNBsN1AbQWl_PxwpaB1sWFnY--W70mQdHMLrByL85knm8J5_0GWGCb2l4Mo27nLy5wQOY-rg~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377381754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jc2bW%2F%2B7B4t6z%2F6dFNRcf%2FsZRrQrdglAtOBpvRuXfXs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbLWJHtVyPoQ1OtkQeprZCAmt-kUXP8UYTgy9ZT7QPkB3fjkNDZOsW3Q0_HzzYtPzLLRgSGrmLcDB33eTO-7oc4DlV9re7bivhLyB4eMOWopgoHvCGXHzQZltD9sJ5dDR5DLSyPnKfs-HGouSqIe0rEqsMFBNLNirzaxVbO-rMLEOVfkzN2_t__swxP83a1Vcz3n-fcyWg8_t-2kZLmsuJlV1_Vm_P7VIwr0ODBeoSxzixf508wncIjQ8tyRhoSFJQhn7RRG3lI21WVn1p9PXiurbLOenMHBHwvHuyLvXazy3YVzxG7OuLdFvA5l1LDMUGuc1YdST7TKuY56qsQAQchg~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377381754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8qfUT%2BnCVG%2Bn%2B08mbZZpSCDcMpeXO8pfXzfZakthAk4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbFGIJbKZ8rE11qJKqnwl3PABHh2WzpT9rMUP2ByQpodRJfDgCx3o_fUFGTn7gOMcHz-oZx_IGI8LeDJRBpvkl3zlR30IW6Uj7UogM1jlmpPR0uEybaPpCeGL5FYd3Z5nl3-R3TvvGHG_qf_4qhxhPDS2zhsupMHcoRTgnqvsJKbaH_NUmLr5c-H-KqxkttnOyWVWe_B9bJEGTjo4Lvu55PP7JOIuZ4pQCj4gr8jzNlgS_4phkqztHjhF7Bji6elQZpDuMXX6_DwXTzGuqTqiTf5jgLwwoFv4h_KuunMfP7Rs7Vm_bCUkUZgKYNV1gwmikQT6yqmHaRbz-xjBuj1v-x4R27oZOdauC2orK2kn8cWpsnw3p2p3OBg-F-oIw5zc8&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377391708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ChtRZdT2yYES%2Fl6TvsGfmr1yujyL369JjA1DarmUQWo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbPVQRY9HgZY1-l54ZwbvwXO0fJoHFdPyZj-pjex4lF5xz4U96DiC3DCjZUDh3BVu3YBpzBADWXWJ-yXWc25c3S0YTp5CNIDNUZwkpRsEW8KX8yDxj3DZXJIYHdcjMIR-aHSoC82ii7mbKntUX1JyqKDeuknP85cxUp3WYwzkpcU_N96Ppf3I7zaP33ps31U3FRC6wFkWZCDSAK00rKk9ib44dIfqfiqv1N8NdXbdblzriQosicMOsIzcrgCvhkQE_j08YB62LcCFbIKX8WOMdXIV7dfiS1-dxZNleasAH8alA4X-zEeG1N14YyUxOxy75DLBJLGypuz0P--C__mwVIVQbv3JHetraV9iSsQc-ZjpRTZnRdULDKY1t__4v6IIryS4i9897HMRn1IhovRWDpXVjKpFHDTLGZ6_uvWEXVWdl1rLSmAdp0Ko_rXGMuDRXnohLWbDQgJBQaRnnLxer4r3gAMDpw-UdRVXF7xFrBQjWW4_7G-S8R-annUO0rNwuOWkAKA7X3sUPUMz98gk2dgijhxgl-OUHWpoHYPtzWgKcXqfGeySPJSnO0E5Rpq9C4nsXRHqHEe1xnvA_-ozHoJUwpBySslhroJ4oYsW-tna_euHflzr1akjl8NIUZKPfnkwQONvyPmB_aOgAPNya3AX4VtZwNeFB8pAwCTTk0qUXbeXlhMo9WbV1um0VypbZrRwaWDjgXrDeiWP1fPqWIg~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377391708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gqRtk0PyNDxUNKJZRDy9yQ7q1%2BxFL1GcebW79cY3%2Bqs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbLdbO-uXCtyK7Wkvo5qyikTKD1uHIU4IxPeAeBXOwY_HUQ4fe4Zg-iLWi4exUo69HmDBs25eaD1pKhHvq-KRgQYG3z4jbyH8DuQ5W4lrAt6chf6EV2o6qopsLi4g2FUAbqFwgtImROH8XC5pitv23Lpeu_6A0TUgxoLTPSGV3qON78NLzYNQOqKo26emcwiSlXEItmC-g4XAzzZG_aQOQPUXpRcN9jKigVYP4doSBQ8EJBLcVMwkRVZpIYQA7jB_id4kYkf1pte2qEgZvlNPzXdg56jhudut3KKi5WSKSs9TxgKAH4TVwdrOLxkJyViTIoxmnuuuAiWAeE98005f9lr-URz4FgJLM1tX446xvKrPXTuwBkXTF-u-xiYenL_lSMmQ7eopG0uwnK137cUMHU81axKShUq34s2F6W9ARZvY~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377401664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MX%2FF%2FiIwt1PZt2EiZfE9x2q2Yv5k1VuY3shg1sBRzRs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbUuxGQ_fXJK1vJvlJuqrHCJsa1AAcLUXianui887bRRo4ghPt-aWr1i_BaOSpX9ZIGqFFm9KU7YBP4zHZUzG9_hmX_nEY9xhbJeu9EPRudMOP5LppeL5zLx_9ZWv3ZtfT6az6_KMmb-ThVkV0-x4ztxti57rCrnwN0DM0jYV49PgoNz7As_Z4Yw-bIvN-DEPJAdCwqZExwhazGYJoZ7byFN0NPB5LeLuMQeuL27sKa3LQR6SOVM6PpvTdxREKTViWUdNV_BIFzruMso6NHXep9vtP48WT366MHWvx-5FkdnrXOLFAa9F2J21VDSNwf8uf4MKr098nXEHSY0Mx5Ecy_-X1gK3VRkYxGgXvg-9YbwH2Ttm_n92eArg0st3szouCmSjlQr0hueUpbaGYJJtR1qspXOWgNwcY6-c-136O7SY~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377401664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TxcxNlm0yp1%2FigtGnNQbLFoiMzfIctWrCZEO%2B%2FdUgfk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbHXBgZG6GmIwrcsnMCTlWytnceZX4Hnlpq_XVzB0c5z71rRTrg6qpsAa8n4-g280kM2_KkvjdQExXDHJDOhlMvPdjAHMugSE5YOTEGFppe7s-FNOBsRuhpqc89Xny-dynqr_foahfnR6Or8unjG-cRycBKpHo4pBJM5aFlrAs-4DNvRyPwVzMqaSE1dxuzVHK8fJhHc5CMjCnFDzy4U0x2b04iRlupwL5ic6tVu2zX8ZJrOFiHVRU5xWj_s9t1IO8b8jyYRN2hiwtMTlxugrBifqbQehq2QTZgrFPo4DDyLDiL8seLEl7_OLOhoGo7WPC1fpo2JyWYLvI8MzxyPz9zq8QLXLO2cRR4AnshJgqk8bKga1YD6kx3aUh8yi0TGFE&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7C20e9bd77ecf84dd281db08d93c9ec423%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637607475377411622%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fPz7Tc%2F%2FuOnAgoHQ1lT6nl0gUFk6TxzhgP9%2FRb2xEf8%3D&reserved=0

Uninsured Program provides claims reimbursement to health care providers generally at Medicare
rates for testing, treating, and administering vaccines to uninsured individuals, including
undocumented immigrants. There are at-a-glance fact sheets for providers and for patients in
English and Spanish.

CDC COVID-19 Updates. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides daily
updates and guidance, including a section specific to rural health care, a vaccine locator by state,
and COVID-19 Vaccination Trainings for new and experienced providers. New: Statement on
Vaccine Side Effects.

HHS/DoD National Emergency Tele-Critical Care Network. A joint program of the U.S. Department
of Health & Human Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) is available at no cost
to hospitals caring for COVID-19 patients and struggling with access to enough critical care
physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists and other specialized clinical experts. Teams of critical
care clinicians are available to deliver virtual care through lightweight telemedicine platforms, such
as an app on a mobile device. Hear from participating clinicians and email to learn more and sign

up.

Mobilizing Health Care Workforce via Telehealth. ProviderBridge.org was created by the
Federation of State Medical Boards through the CARES Act and the FORHP-supported Licensure
Portability Program. The site provides up-to-date information on emergency regulation and
licensing by state as well as a provider portal to connect volunteer health care professionals to state
agencies and health care entities.

FCC Emergency Broadband Benefit Program. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
created this temporary program to help eligible individuals and households afford internet service
during the pandemic. Eligible households can enroll through an approved broadband service
provider or by visiting GetEmergencyBroadband.org. The program will end when the fund runs out
of money, or six months after the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services declares an end to
the COVID-19 health emergency, whichever is sooner.

Funding and Opportunities

HRSA Faculty Loan Repayment Program — Extended to July 8 (from July 1). The Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA) awards individuals up to $40,000 to pay off their qualifying
educational loans in exchange for two years of teaching service. Participants also receive a tax
liability benefit equal to 39 percent of the loan repayment amount. Eligible applicants are faculty at
an approved health professions school, holding a health professions degree or certificate, and from
a disadvantaged background.

NEA American Rescue Plan Support for Local Arts Organizations — August 12. The National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) is a federal agency that supports teaching, learning, and preserving
American culture through the arts. As part of the White House plan to stimulate the American
economy, the NEA will make grants of up to $100,000 to eligible, local organizations — including
nonprofits, school districts, and art service programs — to pay for day-to-day business expenses and
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operating costs. Cultural expression through art is thought to be an agent in improving social
determinants of health, and an aide to mental health and well-being.

USDA SEARCH - Special Evaluation Assistance for Rural Communities and Households (for
Water/Waste Projects) — Ongoing. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services provides
grants to eligible communities (population of 2,500 or less) to fund the pre-development costs of
proposed water and waste disposal projects.

Rural Health Research

Research in this section is provided by the HRSA/FORHP-supported Rural Health Research
Gateway. Sign up to receive alerts when new publications become available.

The Co-occurrence of HIV and Opioid Mortality in Rural and Urban America from 1999-2018. The
current body of literature outlining connections between HIV and opioid use disorder does not
account for differences in rural and urban areas. Using data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, this brief from the Southwest Rural Health Research Center finds no positive
relationship between opioid mortality and HIV mortality over time. Instead, the results show a
consistent decline in HIV mortality rates and a troubling rise in deaths from opioids across the time
period analyzed.

Policy Updates

Visit the FORHP Policy page to see all recent updates and send questions to ruralpolicy@hrsa.qgov.

Comments Requested: Proposals to Update Payment Parameters for the 2022 Health Insurance
Marketplace — July 28. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) seek comments on proposals
to update the benefit and payment parameters for Health Insurance Marketplace for the 2022 plan
year. Proposals include revising user fee rates, expanding the annual open enrollment period,
expanding the Navigator duties, adding a new special enrollment period (SEP), and repealing the
Direct Enrollment option, among others.

Comments Requested: Proposed Changes to Medicare Home Health Program — August 27. The
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) seek public comments on their proposals to
update payment rates for the Medicare home health and home infusion services, modify measures
reported through the home health quality reporting program, and make permanent selected
regulatory blanket waivers related to home health aide supervision that were issued during the
COVID-19.

Learning Events and Technical Assistance
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VA: Disparities in Telehealth Use During COVID-19 — Wednesday, July 7 at 1:00 pm ET. In a one-
hour session, the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) will examine three sets of factors that
account for differences in telehealth use during the COVID-19 pandemic.

MATRC: Answering Questions About Telehealth and Telemental Health — Friday, July 9 at 12:00
pm ET. The Mid-Atlantic Telehealth Resource Center (MATRC) holds a live, two-hour event to
answer questions about the basics. The MATRC is one of 14 FORHP-Supported Telehealth Resource
Centers. This is a recurring session taking place every other Friday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm ET.

ASTHO: Designing HIV Systems for the Margins — Monday, July 12 at 2:00 pm ET. The Association
of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) will discuss promising practices for addressing
disparities in HIV care in this hour-long webinar.

HRSA: IPV and Maternal Care — Wednesday, July 14 at 11:00 am ET. The Office of Regional
Operations at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) continues its Maternal
Health Webinar Series with this hour-long session on HRSA’s Strategy to Address Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV) and the barriers preventing access to care.

Resources of the Week

Podcast Addresses Political and Religious Sources of Doubt About the COVID-19 Vaccine. Dr.
Francis Collins, director of the National Institutes of Health provides some facts about vaccination
that may inform conversations about vaccine hesitancy. The interview features a religious
perspective as well during a 40-minute podcast on an online radio platform. For more resources
like this one, visit the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships and sign up for their
weekly newsletter (Partnerships@hhs.gov).

Identifying and Addressing Social Needs in Primary Care Settings. The Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality created a tool to help primary care practices screen and refer patients for
social needs such as food or housing. It will be an additional resource on AHRQ’s Social
Determinants of Health site.

A Primer for Multi-Sector Health Partnerships in Rural Areas and Small Cities. The tool helps
community leaders understand and find opportunities for collaboration between the community
development, finance, public health, and healthcare sectors.
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