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Welcome
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• Introductions

• Session goals & format

• CME available (0.5 AMA PRA Cat 1 Credit/session)
If CME desired, pls email your name & session 

attended to COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov

• Future sessions

• Current context

mailto:COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov


The planners and faculty for this activity do not 
have any relevant financial relationships to 

disclose with any Commercial Interests and do 
not have any conflicts of interest to resolve

3

Disclosures



COVID-19 Vaccines – Info for Clinicians
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• Context
• Science of vaccines
• Assessing & managing allergy issues
• Safety monitoring
• New vaccines
• Promoting vaccine equity
• Vaccine hesitancy 
• Reporting & tracking adverse events



Prevaccination Checklist – US CDC

https://www.cdc.g
ov/vaccines/covid-
19/downloads/pre-
vaccination-
screening-form.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pre-vaccination-screening-form.pdf


MaineHealth Vaccine Eligibility Algorithm



Triage – Allergy Considerations

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html


Allergy References

https://www.jaci-inpractice.org/article/S2213-2198(20)31411-2/abstract

https://www.jaci-inpractice.org/article/S2213-2198(20)31411-2/abstract


Allergy References

• www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-
considerations.html

• www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pre-
vaccination-screening-form.pdf

• Medication look up for Polysorbate and PEG: 
dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/index.cfm

• Vaccine look up for Polysorbate: 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendic
es/b/excipient-table-2.pdf

• www.jaci-inpractice.org/action/showPdf?pii=S2213-
2198%2820%2931411-2

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pre-vaccination-screening-form.pdf
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/index.cfm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/b/excipient-table-2.pdf
https://www.jaci-inpractice.org/action/showPdf?pii=S2213-2198%2820%2931411-2


J&J Adenovirus Vector Vaccine
• Single dose vaccine, no special cold-storage requirmnts
• Single dose 72% effective in US, 66% effective across all 

sites at preventing moderate to severe COVID-19 at 28D 
post-vaccination

• 85% effective across sites in preventing severe disease
• 100% efficacy preventing hospitalization & death
• Single dose & no cold storage requirements allow for 

wider distribution across settings
• More rapid vaccination of large groups offers 

communities important protection
• Anticipate FDA review Feb 26
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www.jnj.com/johnson-johnson-announces-single-shot-janssen-covid-19-

vaccine-candidate-met-primary-endpoints

https://www.jnj.com/johnson-johnson-announces-single-shot-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-met-primary-endpoints-in-interim-analysis-of-its-phase-3-ensemble-trial


Pfizer Vaccine: First Month Safety Monitoring

11https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/

Moderna: First Month Safety Monitoring

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/


ME DHHS Health Equity monthly webinars
• 3rd Wed/mo, 7:30 – 8:30AM
• Register in advance for monthly series: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW
5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI , OR

• Log on at the time of the webinar with 
following link: https://zoom.us/j/93198786932
– Meeting ID: 931 9878 6932, Passcode: 4FrT7H
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Promoting Vaccine Equity

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Letourneau%40maine.gov%7Ce0b4026ad2094335f31908d87b812c9c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637395142013893108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HsYoq9PCiLRaylkMRZagyWHltKgci80BXRU508eHBlo%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/93198786932?pwd=MXdJN3RnbDhzSVZGUEdRcmJXTkhGQT09


Promoting Racial/Ethnic Equity
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Available in 10 languages

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/race-and-ethnicity.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/Vaccine-Info-Sheet-January-2021.pdf
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/467/Minority-Health-Program


State COVID Vaccine Updates

• Maine residency requirement
• ME CDC HAN – Notifiable Conditions update –

ongoing monitoring for variants
• ME DHHS “Full Use Policy”
• Opportunities for Community Collaborative 

proposals
• Adherence to State of Maine priority Phases
• Walgreens & Walmart vaccination sites
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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/Vaccine%20Provider%20Communication%202-5-21.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/health-advisory.shtml?id=4161240
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/ME%20Full%20Use%20Protocol%202-16-21.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/Vaccination%20Consortia%20Proposal%20Template%202-16-21.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/phases


Phase 1a
• Health Care 

Personnel
• Residents & staff 

of long-term care 
facilities

• Public safety
• State COVID 

response critical 
personnel

Phase 1b
• Older adults

• ≥ 70 yo1

• 65-69 yo2

• Persons with 
high-risk medical 
conditions

• Front line 
essential workers 

Phase 1c
• Other essential 

workers

Maine Phases for Vaccine Distribution*

*Updates posted to Gov Mills COVID Vaccine website: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
1 70+yo: Currently being vaccinated
2 65-69yo: Anticipate starting vaccination early March
NOTE: Facilities booking appts listed  at: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites

Phase 2
• Persons aged 16-64 

& not already 
eligible

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites


17www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines


18www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
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Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines


20

ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources
(www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml) 

ME CDC COVID Vaccine Resources

Vaccine questions?  Email: 
C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
mailto:C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov


• Lisa Letourneau MD, MPH
Senior Advisor, Healthcare Delivery System Change, ME DHHS
Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
C: 207-415-4043

• Peggy Pennoyer MD
Allergist/Immunologist
info@mpennoyer.com

• Stephen Sears MD, MPH
Consulting Epidemiologist, Maine CDC
Stephen.sears@maine.gov
C: 207-458-2351

21Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Presenters

mailto:Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
mailto:info@mpennoyer.com
mailto:Stephen.sears@maine.gov
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COVID-19 Vaccines

Questions??
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