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Welcome
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• Introductions

• Session goals & format

• CME available (0.5 AMA PRA Cat 1 Credit/session)
If CME desired, pls email your name & session 

attended to COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov

• Future sessions

• Current context

mailto:COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov


The planners and faculty for this activity do not 
have any relevant financial relationships to 

disclose with any Commercial Interests and do 
not have any conflicts of interest to resolve
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Disclosures



COVID-19 Vaccines – Info for Clinicians

4

• Context
• Science of vaccines
• Vaccine development & approval process
• New vaccines
• ME CDC guidance – post-vaccination updates
• Vaccine distribution prioritization
• Promoting vaccine equity
• Vaccine hesitancy & patient conversations 

Preparing for practice-based vaccination
• Reporting & tracking adverse events



Major Types of  COVID Vaccines
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• Weakened or 
inactive virus 
vaccines

• Viral vector 
vaccines

• Nucleic acid 
(mRNA) 
vaccines

• Protein-
based 
vaccines

ASA Update-on-COVID-19-Vaccine-Development

https://pubs.asahq.org/monitor/article/84/8/17/108610/Update-on-COVID-19-Vaccine-Development


Pfizer BioNTech
• mRNA vaccine
• Trial with >44,000
• Efficacy 94.5%
• Minimal adverse rxn’s
• 2nd dose at 21D
• Auth’d for ≥16yo
• Storage at -70C
• Can be refridg’d for 5D

Moderna
• mRNA vaccine
• Trial with >30,000
• Efficacy >94.1%
• Minimal adverse rxn’s
• 2nd dose at 28D
• Auth’d for ≥18yo
• Storage at -20C
• Can be refridg’d for 30D
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mRNA Vaccines: 
Key Similarities & Differences



Viral Vector Vaccines
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(J&J, Astra-Zeneca/Oxford)



Protein-Based Vaccines
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(Novavax, Sanofi/GSK)



ME CDC Updates: Quarantine & Testing

ME CDC Jan 27 Health Alert Network: Updates on COVID 
Quarantine & Testing*: 
Individuals identified as close contact of COVID case who 
have completed COVID vaccination series by ≥14D…

– Not required to quarantine 
– Not required to get COVID testing

• Note:
– Travelers should still follow Gov Mill’s June 2020 Exec 

Order RE: Travelers to Maine**
– LTC facilities should still follow CMS guidance
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*www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/newhan.shtml
**www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/EO-57.pdf

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/newhan.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/EO-57.pdf


Phase 1a
• Health Care 

Personnel
• Residents & staff 

of long-term care 
facilities

• Public safety
• State COVID 

response critical 
personnel

Phase 1b
• Older adults

• ≥ 70 yo**
• 65-69 yo

• Persons with 
high-risk medical 
conditions

• Front line 
essential workers 

Phase 1c
• Other essential 

workers

Maine Phases for Vaccine Distribution*

*Updates posted to Gov Mills COVID Vaccine website: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
**List of facilities booking appts for 70+yo: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites

Phase 2
• Persons aged 16-64 

& not already 
eligible

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites


11www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
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Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines


13www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites

Info on COVID Vaccination Sites

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites


Ensuring Racial/Ethnic Equity
• Importance of collecting 

race & ethnicity data at 
time of vaccination

• Significant gaps in 
current race & ethnicity 
data collection

• Support vaccination site 
staff in requesting 
completion of race & 
ethnicity data

14https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/dashboard

https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/dashboard


• Provider & Vaccine Site Staff 
education:
– ME DHHS Equity webinar 

Wed, Feb 17, 7:30 – 8:30AM
(NOTE: NO Clin Info Session 
Tues, Feb 16, 7:30A!)

• Patient/ Public education
– Info & education sheets
– Community outreach sessions
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Ensuring Racial/Ethnic Equity



Efforts to Reduce Disparities

• ME DHHS efforts to ensure equitable COVID vaccine 
distribution & uptake
– Equity Workgroup efforts
– Community outreach
– Speakers Bureau

• MaineCare outreach 
• Partnerships with AAAs, community groups to conduct 

outreach, assist with transportation
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US CDC CISA Clinical Consultation

• Healthcare providers can request consultation 
from CISA COVIDvax for a complex COVID-19 vaccine 
safety question that is…
(1) about a individual patient residing in US or vaccine 

safety issue and…
(2) not readily addressed by CDC or ACIP guideline

• Request can be made by…
– Calling 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636), or
– Submitting a request via CDC-INFO webform
– Contacting CISAeval@cdc.gov to request case evaluation

17www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/recommendations.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/dcs/ContactUs/Form
mailto:CISAeval@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html


Additional COVID Vaccine Resources
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• NY Times Vaccine Tracker
• ME COVID Vaccine Plan
• ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Portal
• ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Info for Clinicians
• ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Enrollment
• US CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources for Providers
• US CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Training for Providers
• US CDC Engaging Patients in COVID Vaccines
• US CDC Answering Likely Questions on COVID Vaccine
• US CDC FAQ COVID Vaccine

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/enrollment.shtml
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/index.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html:%7E:text=How%20many%20shots%20of%20COVID,1%20month%20(28%20days)%20apart
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ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources
(www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml) 

ME CDC COVID Vaccine Resources

Vaccine questions?  Email: 
C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
mailto:C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov


• Stephen Sears MD, MPH
Consulting Epidemiologist, Maine CDC
Stephen.sears@maine.gov
C: 207-458-2351

• Lisa Letourneau MD, MPH
Senior Advisor, Healthcare Delivery System Change, ME DHHS
Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
C: 207-415-4043

20Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Presenters

mailto:Stephen.sears@maine.gov
mailto:Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
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COVID-19 Vaccines

Questions??
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