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Welcome
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• Introductions
• Session goals & format
• CME available: 0.5hrs AMA PRA Cat 1 credit
 If CME desired, pls email your name & session 

attended to COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov

mailto:COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov


The planners and faculty for this activity do not 
have any relevant financial relationships to 

disclose with any Commercial Interests and do 
not have any conflicts of interest to resolve
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Disclosures



• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinician Info Sessions 
moving to monthly schedule moving forward

• Will host sessions on 2nd Tues/month, 7:30AM
– Will continue to record & post on CDC website
– Will no longer hold Friday 12N calls (after this wk)

• Clinicians encouraged to join ME CDC MIP 
Vaccine Wkgrp calls each Thursday at 1PM

• Will also continue to host ME DHHS Health 
Equity webinar on 3rd Wed/mo (7:30AM)
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UPDATE!



COVID-19 Vaccines – Info for Clinicians
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• Clinical trials & emerging vaccines
• Vaccine updates
• Impact of viral variants
• Pfizer vaccine for 12-15yo’s
• Addressing clinical questions
• Reporting & tracking adverse events
• Promoting vaccine equity
• Building & communicating vaccine confidence
• State vaccination priorities & distribution efforts



6www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

COVID Vaccinations in Maine

1st dose: 
61.2% Eligible 

Population

Final dose: 
60.8% Eligible 

Population

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
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COVID Vaccine Communications

Maine DHHS COVID-19 Vaccine 
Communications Strategy 

~ Lindsay Hammes, Director Vaccine ~  
Communications, ME DHHS
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ME DHHS COVID Vaccine Communications

• Promote COVID-19 vaccine eligibility & vaccination sites
• Produced Public Service Announcements (PSAs) 

featuring local clinicians
– Doctors Say...
– Pediatricians Say...
– Upta Camp series
– Full list ME DHHS YouTube videos

• Created short videos: #VaccineAnswersForME series
• Produced “toolkit” for clinicians to send customized 

letter, short self-recorded videos 
• For more info... email Lindsay.hammes@maine.gov

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHzeeP4y9lA&list=PLuTLj1WGRlCKgQhmK8uWFy-db1av-4bHN&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkZVAoslE3M&list=PLuTLj1WGRlCKgQhmK8uWFy-db1av-4bHN&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuTLj1WGRlCKgQhmK8uWFy-db1av-4bHN
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLuTLj1WGRlCJMDd3TZML-CGGa5FID-qcV&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Letourneau%40maine.gov%7Cd2990b427d054031a8d708d92a761b89%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637587509252324587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BwI15JhDFmqse2jqgbNlkz98YdIxc%2Fm5D88mK4QRrxk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Lindsay.hammes@maine.gov


Talking With Patients About COVID Vaccination

• Leverage your relationship as trusted advisor
• Lead with listening
• Use patient-centered communication 

techniques
• Respond to questions & concerns with empathy
• Give your strong recommendation for 

vaccination
• Wrap up conversation
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US CDC How to Talk to Your Patients About COVID Vaccination 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1052-DM58134&ACSTrackingLabel=COCA%20Now%3A%20Talk%20to%20Your%20Patients%20About%20Getting%20Their%20COVID-19%20Vaccine&deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM58134


Key Points to Communicate

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective
• Everyone 12yo+ now eligible to get COVID-19 vaccination
• Where to find COVID-19 vaccine
• May have side effects after vaccination, but these are 

normal
• Typically takes 2 weeks after vaccination to build 

immunity; you are not fully vaccinated until 2 weeks after 
2nd/last dose

• People who have been fully vaccinated can start to do 
things that they had stopped doing because of COVID

10US CDC How to Talk to Your Patients About COVID Vaccination 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1052-DM58134&ACSTrackingLabel=COCA%20Now%3A%20Talk%20to%20Your%20Patients%20About%20Getting%20Their%20COVID-19%20Vaccine&deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM58134


Communicate Benefits of  Getting Vaccinated

• Helps keep you from getting COVID-19; safest way to help 
build protection

• Vaccination is important tool to help us get back to 
moments we’ve missed

• Can resume indoor and outdoor activities without masking 
or distancing (except where required by federal, state, 
local laws or and workplace guidance.

• Won’t need to get tested before or after travel, or self-
quarantine after travel in US

• Won’t need to quarantine or get tested if exposed to 
someone with COVID-19 unless you have symptoms

11US CDC How to Talk to Your Patients About COVID Vaccination 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1052-DM58134&ACSTrackingLabel=COCA%20Now%3A%20Talk%20to%20Your%20Patients%20About%20Getting%20Their%20COVID-19%20Vaccine&deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM58134


Sample Talking Points

• “I strongly recommend you get COVID-19 vaccine…”
• “This shot is especially important for you because of your 

[job/ underlying health condition/ vulnerable family]”
• “I believe in this vaccine so strongly that I got vaccinated 

as soon as it was available to me, and I recommended 
that everyone in my family did the same”

• “I have seen what COVID-19 can do to patients and their 
families. I want to protect you as best I can from COVID-
19 infection and complications”
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US CDC How to Talk to Your Patients About COVID Vaccination 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1052-DM58134&ACSTrackingLabel=COCA%20Now%3A%20Talk%20to%20Your%20Patients%20About%20Getting%20Their%20COVID-19%20Vaccine&deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM58134


Clinician Concerns 

• What issues are you hearing from your 
patients?

• Where are COVID vaccination conversations 
getting “stuck”? 

• What would be most helpful to you?
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Myocarditis & Pericarditis & COVID Vaccine

• Cases of myocarditis and pericarditis have been reported 
after mRNA COVID vaccines in adolescents and young adults

• US CDC and partners actively investigating reports; causal 
relationship not determined as yet

• US CDC continues to recommend COVID-19 vaccination for all 
people 12yo+

• Clinicians should consult US CDC Clinical Considerations: 
Myocarditis and Pericarditis after Receipt of mRNA COVID-19 
Vaccines Among Adolescents and Young Adults

• Healthcare providers should report all cases of myocarditis & 
pericarditis VAERS
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/myocarditis.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html


“Pop-Up” Vaccination Clinics

• Community partners invited to apply to host Pop-
Up clinics to vaccinate 10 or more individuals

• New online application available
• Selected organizations linked with MIP-approved 

vaccine provider
• Community sponsors select physical location, plan 

logistics, provide staff or volunteers on site to serve 
as greeters, cultural brokers, interpreters

• Vaccine providers work with community sponsors to 
coordinate scheduling & ensure clinical and support 
staff
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTseHDczroMNHqsaKj3vr645UMThVSUo3VkZEMFJKM0syQVlZSFIwT0hIRC4u


ME DHHS Equity webinar Wed, June 16, 7:30A: 
Promoting equitable COVD testing strategies
• Register in advance for this and additional 

webinars in monthly series: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGd
aRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI , OR

• Log on at the time of the webinar with following 
link: https://zoom.us/j/93198786932
– Meeting ID: 931 9878 6932
– Passcode: 4FrT7H
– One tap mobile: 

+13126266799,,93198786932#,,,0#,,416363# 
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Ensuring Racial/Ethnic Equity

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Letourneau%40maine.gov%7Ce0b4026ad2094335f31908d87b812c9c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637395142013893108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HsYoq9PCiLRaylkMRZagyWHltKgci80BXRU508eHBlo%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/93198786932?pwd=MXdJN3RnbDhzSVZGUEdRcmJXTkhGQT09
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/race-and-ethnicity.pdf


State Vaccination Efforts: FEMA MVU

• FEMA Mobile Van Unit (MVU) cont’s to offer mobile 
vaccine clinics

• Van offering J&J, now routed to southern Maine
• Portland: June 10 – 13
• Old Orchard: June 15 -18
• Vaccination by walk-up or appointment
• Appts can be sched’d via ME Community Vaccination 

Line: tel. 1-888-445-4111 or VaccinateME.maine.gov 
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https://vaccinateme.maine.gov/


• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinician Info Sessions 
moving to monthly schedule moving forward

• Will host sessions on 2nd Tues/month, 7:30AM
– Will continue to record & post on CDC website
– Will no longer hold Friday 12N calls (after this wk)

• Clinicians encouraged to join ME CDC MIP 
Vaccine Wkgrp calls each Thursday at 1PM

• Will also continue to host ME DHHS Health 
Equity webinar on 3rd Wed/mo (7:30AM)
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UPDATE!
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ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources
(www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml) 

ME CDC COVID Vaccine Resources

Vaccine questions?  Email: 
C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
mailto:C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov


• Lisa Letourneau MD, MPH
Senior Advisor, Healthcare Delivery System Change, ME DHHS
Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
C: 207-415-4043

• Lindsay Hammes
COVID Vaccine Communications, ME DHHS
Lindsay.hammes@maine.gov

• Stephen Sears MD, MPH
Consulting Epidemiologist, Maine CDC
Stephen.sears@maine.gov
C: 207-458-2351

20Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Presenters

mailto:Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
mailto:Lindsay.hammes@maine.gov
mailto:Stephen.sears@maine.gov
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COVID-19 Vaccines

Questions??
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