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Welcome
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• Introductions

• Session goals & format

• CME available (0.5 AMA PRA Cat 1 Credit/session)
If CME desired, pls email your name & session 

attended to COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov

• Future sessions

• Current context

mailto:COVIDCME.DHHS@maine.gov


The planners and faculty for this activity do not 
have any relevant financial relationships to 

disclose with any Commercial Interests and do 
not have any conflicts of interest to resolve
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Disclosures



• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinician Info Sessions 
moving in April to twice/monthly schedule

• Will host sessions on 2nd & 4th weeks/month
– Tues 7:30AM (April 13 & 27 & onward)
– Fri 12N (Apr 16 & 30 & onward)

• Will continue to record & post on CDC website
• Will also continue to host ME DHHS Health 

Equity webinar on 3rd Wed/mo (7:30AM)
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UPDATE!



COVID-19 Vaccines – Info for Clinicians
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• Context
• Science of vaccines
• Clinical trials & emerging vaccines
• Vaccine updates
• Impact of viral variants
• State vaccination priorities & distribution
• Promoting vaccine equity
• Building vaccine confidence
• Reporting & tracking adverse events



Pfizer BioNTech
• mRNA vaccine
• Trial with >44,000 

in multp countries
• Efficacy 94.5%
• Minimal adverse 

rxn’s
• 2nd dose at 21D
• Auth’d for ≥16yo
• Storage at -70C
• Can be refridg’d

for 5D

Moderna
• mRNA vaccine
• Trial with >30,000 

in US
• Efficacy >94.1%
• Minimal adverse 

rxn’s
• 2nd dose at 28D
• Auth’d for ≥18yo
• Storage at -20C
• Can be refridg’d for 

30D
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COVID Vaccines: 
Key Similarities & Differences

J&J/Janssen
• Viral vector vaccine
• Trial with >43,800 in 

multp countries
• Efficacy >66.1% 

overall, 72% in US
• Minimal adverse 

rxn’s
• Single dose only
• Auth’d for ≥18yo
• Storage at 2°C to 

8°C (36°F to 46°F)

ser Note: COVID vaccines not interchangeable; however, if first dose of mRNA vaccine was received 
but patient unable to complete with same or different mRNA vaccine, single dose of J&J COVID-19 

vaccine may be administered at minimum interval of 28 days from mRNA dose



COVID Vaccines & Efficacy
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Adapted from table courtesy of Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH, UCSF , Feb 18, 2021

Company Platform Doses Number of 
vaccine recipients

Protection from 
COVID-19 
hospitalization at 
28D post-dose 2

Protection from 
severe COVID-19 (+/-
hospitalized)

Efficacy vs 
milder COVID-
19 disease

Moderna mRNA 2 ~15,000 (US) 100% 100% (30 cases in 
placebo; 0 in vaccine 
reported, though 1 
per FDA)

94.1%

Pfizer mRNA 2 ~18,600 100% 100% (9 cases in 
placebo arm; 0 in 
vaccine)

95%

Johnson & 
Johnson 
(Janssen)

Non-replicating
human 
adenovirus vector

1 ~22,000 in US, 
Latin America, 
South Africa

100% 85% across 3 sites 
(89% in S Africa 
where nearly all were 
variant)

72% US, 
66% Latin 
America; 
57% S Africa

AstraZeneca Non-replicating 
chimp adenovirus
vector

2 ~21,500 (US) 100% 100% (15 
hospitalized in 
placebo arm; 0 in 
vaccine arm)

76%

Novavax Spike 
protein/adjuvant

2 ~9700 (Phase 3 
UK; 2b SA)

100% 100% (but only 1 
severe in placebo)

89.3% UK; 
60% SA

Sputnik V Ad26/AdS
adenovirus vector

2 ~15,000 100% 100% (20 in placebo 
arm; 0 vaccine arm)

91.6%
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COVID Vaccines & Viral Transmission

Courtesy of Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH, UCSF, APHA March 2021



Implications of  Viral Variants
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• Variants are expected, emphasize importance of…
– COVID-19 mitigation basics, especially masking, 

physical distancing
– Efficient vaccine rollout: Less transmission = less viral 

replication  fewer opportunities for mutation/viral 
evolution

– Active molecular level surveillance, genomic 
sequencing

– Ability to evaluate effectiveness of vaccines against 
variants, ability to adapt vaccines, potential role of 
“booster” doses



10Courtesy of Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH, UCSF, APHA March 2021

COVID Variants & Vaccines: Worry Less?



11

COVID Variants & Vaccines: Worry More

• US CDC: until more people vaccinated, variants could 
drive spike in cases, threatening health systems 
already under strain

• More than 2,463 infections involving “variants of 
concern” reported, many assoc’d with increased 
transmissibility
– Most (2,400+) are UK variant (B1.1.1.7)
– South Africa variant (B.1.351) found in 20+ other 

countries, including UK
– Brazilian variant (P.1) recently identified in Maine

• Several variants include E484K mutation - may help 
virus evade parts of immune system



Phase 1a
• Health Care 

Personnel
• Residents & staff 

of long-term care 
facilities

• Public safety
• State COVID 

response critical 
personnel

All Other
• Current:

• ≥ 50 yo1

•School teachers & staff, child care staff

• Then…
• April 19: All other 16yo & older

Maine Plan for Vaccine Distribution*

*Updates posted to Gov Mills COVID Vaccine website: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
NOTE: Facilities booking appts listed  at: www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites


Children and COVID-19 Vaccines

• Pfizer available for older than 16 yrs
• Moderna, J&J available for >18 yrs
• Pfizer trial is fully enrolled for children 12 <16 yrs
• Moderna trial fully enrolled for children 12 <18 yrs
• Moderna has opened trials for 6 mo-12 years
• J & J has opened trials 12-18 years and then will 

start trial for 6 mo-12 years
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/16/health/moderna-vaccine-children.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/28/world/johnson-and-johnson-vaccine-testing-children.html


Issues for Vaccinating 16 & 17yo’s
Key issues, most still TBD:
• Consent required: written vs. telephonic? 
• What personal identification required?     

(e.g. photo ID?)
• Accompanied by parent/caregiver?
• Emancipated minors: what “proof” needed?
• Restriction to Pfizer: how to direct 

individuals, parents to appropriate sites? 
• Other ?

14



Ensuring Equitable Vaccine Uptake

ME DHHS efforts:
• Health Equity “Pop-up” Clinics
• Primary care distribution strategy
• Clinician Speakers Bureau to support community 

conversations
• Community Vaccination Line
• VaccinateME pre-registration & scheduling system
• Transportation assistance
• DHHS contracts with community organizations
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Health Equity “Pop-Up” Clinics

• Community partners invited to apply to host Pop-Up 
clinics to improve vaccine confidence & access for 
underserved communities

• Follows Governor’s eligibility phases
• Selected organizations linked with MIP-approved vaccine 

provider
• Community sponsors select physical location, plan 

logistics, provide staff or volunteers on site to serve as 
greeters, cultural brokers, interpreters

• Vaccine providers work with community sponsors to 
coordinate scheduling & ensure clinical and support staff
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Community Vaccination Call Line

• Community Vaccination Line: tel. 1-888-445-4111
• Available M-F: 7A -7P, & Sat-Sun: 8A - 2P
• Can help those who…

– Do not have internet access 
– Need assistance connecting to or navigating online 

resources
– Require interpretation assistance
– Are home bound and need transportation
– Have other questions about resources in their area

• Will not provide faster access to clinic appts
17



Maine COVID-19 
Pre-Registration 
& Appointment 

System

• VaccinateME.maine.gov
– Currently open for pre-registration only
– Scheduling platform will go live in near future

• Can be used for those not yet eligible (i.e. <50yo) as 
well as those currently eligible.
– For those who are currently eligible, can also seek an open 

appointments

• Offers additional resource for scheduling purposes
• When vaccine / appointments are available, 

individuals will receive “Personal Access Code” to use 
for scheduling purposes

Vaccine Pre-Registration & Appt System

https://vaccinateme.maine.gov/


Transportation Assistance

• Maine DHHS offering free transportation to 
anyone needing ride to vaccination appt

• Indiv’s must first schedule vaccine appt
• Those with vaccine appt can schedule rides by 

calling tel. 1-855-608-5172 (Mon-Sat, 7A – 4P)
• Need to call at least 48hrs before vaccine appt
• Managed by ModivCare (formerly LogistiCare), 

with contracts to CAPs & other agencies
• Drivers will leave pts for appt, return at 60’ or 90’
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ME DHHS Equity webinar Wed, April 21, 7:30A
• Register in advance for this and additional 

webinars in monthly series: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGda
RiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI , OR

• Log on at the time of the webinar with 
following link: https://zoom.us/j/93198786932
– Meeting ID: 931 9878 6932
– Passcode: 4FrT7H
– One tap mobile: 

+13126266799,,93198786932#,,,0#,,416363# 

*NOTE: Clinician Info Sessn’s now being held on 
2nd & 4th Tues (7:30A) & Fri (12N) each month
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Ensuring Racial/Ethnic Equity

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Letourneau%40maine.gov%7Ce0b4026ad2094335f31908d87b812c9c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637395142013893108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HsYoq9PCiLRaylkMRZagyWHltKgci80BXRU508eHBlo%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/93198786932?pwd=MXdJN3RnbDhzSVZGUEdRcmJXTkhGQT09
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/race-and-ethnicity.pdf


21www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines


22www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines
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Gov Mills Info COVID Vaccine

www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines

http://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines


• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinician Info Sessions 
moving to twice/monthly schedule in April

• Will host sessions on 2nd & 4th weeks/month
– Tues 7:30AM (April 13 & 27)
– Fri 12N (Apr 16 & 30)

• Will continue to record & post on CDC website
• Will also continue to host ME DHHS Health 

Equity webinar on 3rd Wed/mo (7:30AM)
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UPDATE!
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ME CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources
(www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml) 

ME CDC COVID Vaccine Resources

Vaccine questions?  Email: 
C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/covid-19-providers/index.shtml
mailto:C19vaccine.MECDC@maine.gov


• Amy Belisle MD, MPH
Child Health Officer, ME DHHS
Amy.Belisle@maine.gov

• Lisa Letourneau MD, MPH
Senior Advisor, Healthcare Delivery System Change, ME DHHS
Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
C: 207-415-4043

• Stephen Sears MD, MPH
Consulting Epidemiologist, Maine CDC
Stephen.sears@maine.gov
C: 207-458-2351

26Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Presenters

mailto:Amy.Belisle@maine.gov
mailto:Lisa.Letourneau@maine.gov
mailto:Stephen.sears@maine.gov
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COVID-19 Vaccines

Questions??
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