
IdenƟficaƟonÊofÊSARS-CoV-2ÊCase 

ExposureÊInvesƟgaƟonÊOpƟonÊB:ÊÊAlternaƟveÊApproachÊ 
Abroad-basedÊ(e.g.,Êunit,Êfloor,ÊorÊotherÊspecificÊarea(s)ÊofÊtheÊfacility)ÊisÊpreferredÊifÊallÊpotenƟalÊcontactsÊ
cannotÊbeÊidenƟfiedÊorÊmanagedÊwithÊcontactÊtracingÊorÊifÊcontactÊtracingÊfailsÊtoÊhaltÊtransmission.Ê 

· TesƟngÊisÊrecommendedÊimmediatelyÊ(butÊnotÊearlierÊthanÊ24ÊhoursÊaŌerÊtheÊexposure)Êand,ÊifÊnegaƟve,ÊagainÊ48ÊhoursÊaŌerÊtheÊfirstÊnegaƟveÊtestÊand,ÊifÊnegaƟve,ÊagainÊ48ÊhoursÊ
aŌerÊtheÊsecondÊnegaƟveÊtest.ÊThis will typically be at day 1 (where day of exposure is day 0), day 3, and day 5. 

· SourceÊcontrolÊshouldÊbeÊwornÊbyÊallÊindividualsÊbeingÊtested.Ê 
· EmpiricÊuseÊofÊTransmission-BasedÊPrecauƟonsÊforÊresidentsÊandÊworkÊrestricƟonÊforÊHCWÊareÊnotÊgenerallyÊnecessaryÊunlessÊresidentsÊmeetÊtheÊcriteriaÊdescribedÊinÊSecƟonÊ2ÊorÊHCWÊmeetÊcriteriaÊinÊ

the InterimÊGuidanceÊforÊManagingÊHealthcareÊPersonnelÊwithÊSARS-CoV-2ÊInfecƟonÊorÊExposureÊtoÊSARS-CoV-2,ÊrespecƟvely.Ê 
 

Due to challenges in interpreƟng the result, tesƟng is generally not recommended for asymptomaƟc people who have recovered from SARS-CoV-2 infecƟon in the prior 30 days. TesƟng should be considered 
for those who have recovered in the prior 31-90 days; however, an anƟgen test instead of a nucleic acid amplificaƟon test (NAAT) is recommended.  This is because some people may remain NAAT posiƟve 
but not be infecƟous during this period. 

IfÊatÊanyÊpointÊunableÊtoÊidenƟfyÊ
allÊpotenƟalÊcloseÊcontactsÊfollowÊ

alternaƟveÊapproach 

IndividualÊbecomesÊSYMPTOMATICÊatÊanyÊpoint 

HCW:ÊÊworkÊrestrict,ÊpendingÊ
furtherÊevaluaƟon 

Resident:ÊÊplacedÊonÊtransmissionÊbasedÊÊpre-
cauƟonsÊ(isolaƟon).ÊFullÊPPEÊshouldÊbeÊused.Ê 

PerformÊtesƟngÊforÊallÊresidentsÊandÊHCWÊ
onÊtheÊaffectedÊunit(s) 

OngoingÊtransmissionÊwithinÊaÊfacilityÊthatÊisÊnotÊcontrolledÊwithÊiniƟalÊintervenƟons,Ê
strongÊconsideraƟonÊshouldÊbeÊgivenÊtoÊuseÊofÊEmpiricÊuseÊofÊTransmission-BasedÊPrecauƟonsÊ
forÊresidentsÊandÊworkÊrestricƟonÊofÊHCWÊwithÊhigher-riskÊexposures.Ê 

IfÊaddiƟonalÊcasesÊareÊidenƟfied,ÊstrongÊconsideraƟonÊshouldÊbeÊgivenÊtoÊshiŌingÊtoÊtheÊbroad-basedÊapproachÊifÊ
notÊalreadyÊbeingÊperformedÊandÊimplemenƟngÊquaranƟneÊforÊresidentsÊinÊaffectedÊareasÊofÊtheÊfacility.Ê 

· AsÊpartÊofÊtheÊbroad-basedÊapproach,ÊtesƟngÊshouldÊconƟnueÊonÊaffectedÊunit(s)ÊorÊfacility-wideÊeveryÊ3-7ÊdaysÊ
unƟlÊthereÊareÊnoÊnewÊcasesÊforÊ14Êdays. 

à If anƟgenÊtesƟng isÊused,ÊmoreÊfrequentÊtesƟngÊ(everyÊ3Êdays),ÊshouldÊbeÊconsidered. 

IfÊnoÊaddiƟonalÊcasesÊareÊidenƟfiedÊduringÊcontactÊtracingÊorÊtheÊbroad-basedÊtesƟng,Ê
noÊfurtherÊtesƟngÊisÊindicated.Ê 
· EmpiricÊuseÊofÊTransmission-BasedÊPrecauƟonsÊforÊresidentsÊandÊworkÊrestricƟonÊ

forÊHCPÊareÊnotÊgenerallyÊnecessaryÊunlessÊresidentsÊmeetÊtheÊcriteriaÊdescribedÊinÊ
SecƟonÊ2ÊorÊHCWÊmeetÊcriteriaÊinÊthe InterimÊGuidanceÊforÊManagingÊHealthcareÊ
PersonnelÊwithÊSARS-CoV-2ÊInfecƟonÊorÊExposureÊtoÊSARS-CoV-2,ÊrespecƟvely.Ê 

Key: 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPerformÊregardlessÊofÊinvesƟgaƟonÊopƟonÊselected. 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊMayÊneedÊtoÊimplementÊdependingÊonÊsituaƟon. 
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PerformÊÊtesƟngÊforÊallÊresidentsÊandÊHCWÊ
idenƟfiedÊasÊcloseÊcontactsÊ 

ExposureÊInvesƟgaƟonÊOpƟonÊA:ÊÊContactÊTracingÊtoÊ
idenƟfyÊcloseÊcontacts 


