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Exposure to lead can have adverse health effects

Cardiovascular effects
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Children and pregnant women are most at risk
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Lead enters drinking water when it when it is contact with
pipes, solder, fittings and fixtures containing lead
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Water is the universal solvent

2 Lead will leach into the
water when:

— The water is Stagnant

—pH is low
— Alkalinity is low
—Temperature is high

— Changes in water
chemistry
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Corrosive groundwater in the U.S.

Maine is one of 11 states with very high levels of water corrosive
enough to leach lead out of older plumbing systems.

Levels
|| Very high
High
] Moderate
[ | Low

SOURCE: United States Geological Survey (USGS) STAFF GRAPHIC | MICHAEL FISHER
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Lead has been regulated in drinking water since 1986

2011
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1988 Lead Contamination Act

2011
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TIME

Polsolllng

American City

Toxic water. Sick kids.
And the incompetent
leaders who betrayed Flint

By Josh Sanburn
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LEAD EXPOSURE IN }
SCHOOLS, DAYCARES
Number of times water supplied to schools Beyond Flint: Excessive lead levels
and daycares tested for high levels of lead found in almost 2,000 water systems
between 2012-2015. across all 50 states
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Maine’s public water utilities partner with state
to fund lead testing at schools

Public water utilities can now conduct 10 free tests for each school they serve in an effort to ensure
Maine children have clean drinking water.
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e e Recommended Protocol for
Maine Center for Disease
Control and Prevention Testing Your school for Lead
O i in Drinking Water
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3Ts for Reducing Lead
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Search Drinking Water
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DHHS — MeCDC — Environmental Health — Drinking Water — Public Water Sysiems — Lead in Drinking Water +A |-a] Thurs 25 May 2017
Drinking Water Lead in Drinking Water
Program
Maine’s public drinking water systems use wells, springs, lakes, and rivers to provide clean, lead-free drinking water. Homes,
Public Water Systems schools, and businesses that do not get water from a public water system usually get their water from wells. Water coming
Consumers into a home, school, or business is usually free from lead. In most cases, if there is lead in drinking water it comes from the

pipes and plumbing inside a home or building. While lead is not naturally found in water, it can dissolve into water from

Pariners plumbing fixtures and piping that contain lead, such as brass faucets and lead solder.
Professionals ) ) ] .
Having lead in the body can cause health problems. With lead we are mest concerned about children under the age of 6
Quick Links years old. That's because a young child’s brain is still growing and is more easily harmed by lead. In young children, lead can
cause learning disabilities and behavior problems. For older children and adults, lead can cause kidney disease, memory
Compliance problems, and high blood pressure.
Field Inspection You cannot see, taste, or smell lead in drinking water. A water sample needs to be analyzed by a certified laboratory in order
Water Resources to determine if your water contains lead.
Site Map Testing for Lead in Schools

Lead in Drinking Water The deadline for schools to request free lead in water test kits is approaching. All samples must be returned to the State's Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory (HETL)

Find us on for analysis by May 31, 2017. Please see the information posted on the links below for details about this offer. If you have questions about ordering kits, please contact HETL at
K3 Ficebook (207) 287-1716.
—— The Maine Drinking Water Program joins the Maine Rural Water Association, Maine Water Utilities Association, and the Maine Public Drinking Water Commission in encouraging
3-!1 water utilities to work with schoals in testing school drinking water for the presence of lead. Additional pages of this website offer resources intended to promote awareness of the

Eat Conomcond ot Repmars

_ e e issue of lead in drinking water, including information for:
Social Services Help
Water Utilities

Schools and Parents

m Information Tools DHHS CDC offices/divisions
Maine.gov Text Cnly Site DHHS Home Cifice of Health Equity
W Site Policies Free Viewer DHHS infranet Division of Infectious Disease
Register to be &n Organ Donor Language Access *|f content on this page is inaccessible MeCDC intranet Division of Public Health Systems
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Lead should be at or below acceptable levels

EPA guidance for schools and daycares is levels of 20 ppb (parts
per billion).

':%]}
Public Water Systems use 15 ppb as an action level
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You can take steps to reduce exposure to lead in drinking water

Remove potential
sources of lead

Run water
before use

Use cold

chemistry
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Legislator wants lead tests for drinking water at
all Maine public schools

Even the buildings and day care facilities with municipal supplies would have to do checks at the tap

and make the results public through the state.
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