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PFAS Refresher
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PFAS = per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances

ñmeans substances that include any member of the 

class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at 

least one fully fluorinated carbon atomò (32 MRS Ä1732, 

38 MRS Ä1612)



PFAS Refresher 
Health Impacts

ÅIncreased cholesterol levels

ÅChanges in liver enzymes

ÅDecreased vaccine response in children

ÅIncreased risk of high blood pressure or pre-
eclampsia in pregnant women

ÅSmall decreases in infant birth weights

ÅIncreased risk of kidney or testicular cancer



PFAS Refresher 
Where have we found PFAS in Maine?

ÅAgricultural Sites 

ÅSurface and Groundwater Sites
ïPublic Water Systems and Private Drinking Water Wells

ïSurface Water Ambient Toxics Monitoring (SWAT)

ÅWaste Management Sites
ïLandfills

ïSludge and Septage Spreading Sites

ÅContaminated Sites
ïDepartment of Defense Sites

ïSuperfund

ïUncontrolled Sites (e.g., AFFF and other sources)



Product Regulation

Firefighting Foam (AFFF)

ÅProhibits discharge of AFFF for 
testing and training

ÅRequires reporting of discharges to 
the environment

ÅFramework for notice and recall of 
AFFF

ÅProhibits manufacture, sale and 
distribution of intentionally added 
PFAS in foam



Product Regulation

Reporting and Use Prohibition

ÅRequires manufacturers of products with 
intentionally added PFAS to report to DEP 
starting January 2023

ÅBans PFAS use in carpets, rugs, fabric 
treatments as of January 2023

ÅBans all intentionally added PFAS in products 
in 2030



BRWM Activities

General Overview

Å¢ƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΧ

ÅLegislation & Implementation 

ÅUpdates on specific Sites

ïFairfield

ïCutler

ÅInteragency and stakeholder 
coordination

ÅOther Activities

ÅLonger term considerations
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PFAS Refresher 

Regulatory Levels

ÅEPA drinking 
water Health 
Advisory PFOA, 
PFOS or(PFOA 
+PFOS) =  70 ppt

ÅScreening levels 
were developed 
with help from 
Maine CDC



BRWM Activities

Then - six months agoé
ÅDEP was following the EPA Health Advisory of 70 ppt 

for PFOA, PFOS, and PFOA + PFOS

ÅWe had identified multiple pathways for PFAS 
contamination

ïRemediation sites (mostly from AFFF)

ïClosed landfills (dependent on industrial inputs)

ïApplication of biosolids (also dependent on industrial 
inputs)

ÅWe had started the Fairfield investigation

ÅWe had generated over 52,000 EGAD records



BRWM Activities

Where we are nowé

ÅDEP using new Maine Interim Drinking Water 
Standard of 20 ppt for the sum of 6 PFAS

ÅTrying to incorporate this into Federal sites

ÅFairfield area sludge/septage investigation

ÅImplementation of LD 1600 underway

ÅRegular interagency and stakeholder meetings 

ÅNew technologies investigated

ÅOver 91,000 EGAD records now generated



BRWM Activities
Legislation & Implementation

ÅLots of changes impacting 
BRWM!

ÅLD 129 ςInterim Standard (drinking water)  

ÅLD 1600 ςPFAS investigation

ÅLD 363 ςStatute of Limitations

ÅLD 780 ςPFAS = Hazardous Substance



BRWM Legislation & Implementation
LD 129 ïResolve to Establish MCL

ÅEmergency legislation ςeffective June 21, 
2021

ÅRequires DWP to set interim standards 
for (drinking water)  

ïNo more than 20 ng/L (or ppt) for the 
sum of 6 pfas: PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, 
PFHxS, PFHpA, and PFDA

ÅFINAL rule for MCLs must be proposed by 
12/31/23; Final by 6/1/2024.



BRWM Legislation & Implementation
LD 129 ïResolve for Interim MCL

ÅAlso requires 
monitoring and 
sampling of 
community water 
systems and non-
transient 
noncommunity 
water systems



New law ïPFAS sampling

LD 1600

ÅEffective October 18, 2021

ÅRequires DEP to:

ïConduct PFAS investigation 
for contamination derived 
from application of sludge & septage;

ïEnsure landfill leachate is sampled;

ïEstablish Land Application Contaminant Monitoring 
Fund (LACMF) and collect fees on sludge handling for 
this fund.



LD 1600

ÅHalf of all sites must be 
sampled by end of 2024; all 
by end of 2025.

ÅUpdates are required to the 
legislature in January of 
2023 and every 2 years 
thereafter on contamination 
found and how monies 
spent



LD 1600 
Staffing and Funding

Å11 Full Time Equivalents

Å6 Limited Period Positions 

ÅOther money:

ï$20M from General Fund for 
the sampling, treatment and 
remediation of PFAS

ï$5M from Maine Jobs and 
Recovery Plan



LD 1600

ÅPrioritizing Sites statewide based on:

ïVolume of sludge or septage land applied at a 
location;

ïAnticipated presence of high levels of PFAS from 
that application; and

ïProximity of known receptors

ÅDEP must also coordinate with 
DACF to prioritize Sites that are in 
active agricultural/commercial use

ÅGain permissions/access to sites



LD 1600
Sampling Locations

ÅOver 700 sludge and 
septage application 
Sites 

ÅSites often include 
multiple fields and 
locations crossing 
boundaries

ÅThousands of data 
points and decades of 
licensing information
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