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Chapter Number and Rule Title: CHAPTER 579: Classification Attainment Evaluation Using Biological Criteria for Fresh Surface Waters.
Type of Rule: Routine Technical
Statutory Authority: 38 M.R.S. §§ 341-H; 464-470
Public Hearing(s): None scheduled. There is a 30-day written comment period. A public hearing will be held if the Department receives 5 or more requests before the end of the comment period.
 
Comment Deadline(s): Monday, November 2, 2026, 11:59 pm
Principal Reason(s) or Purpose for Proposing this Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(A)]:
The proposed amendment will formalize the Department’s current practice of assessing waterbody and biological community types. Assessing both macroinvertebrate and algal communities enhances the potential to identify environmental stressors and better target management strategies to protect and improve water quality for the future.

Is Material Incorporated by Reference into the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8056(2-A)]?  	No 

Analysis and Expected Operation of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(B) & (D)]:
The biological criteria and statistical models in the amended rule will be used to quantify narrative aquatic life standards provided in 38 M.R.S. §§464-470(H), Maine’s Water Classification Program.


Brief Summary of Relevant Information Considered During Development of the Rule (including up to 3 primary sources relied upon) [see 5 M.R.S. §§ 8057-A(1)(E) & 8063-B]:
The Department considered a large amount of environmental indicator data collected in Maine waters, including macroinvertebrates and algae samples, statistical models to interpret the data, statutory standards for aquatic life, USEPA guidance, at least 42 literature citations including peer reviewed scientific papers, articles, sampling protocols and regulatory guidance documents. There were also extensive consultation and collaboration with water quality and aquatic life experts across multiple academic and governmental institutions. 

Estimated Fiscal Impact of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(C)]:
None.


FOR EXISTING RULES WITH FISCAL IMPACT OF $1 MILLION OR MORE, ALSO INCLUDE:

 Economic Impact, Whether or Not Quantifiable in Monetary Terms [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(A)]:
 Click or tap here to enter text.
 
Individuals, Major Interest Groups and Types of Businesses Affected and How They Will Be Affected [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(B)]:
 Click or tap here to enter text.
 
 Benefits of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(C)]:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Note:  If necessary, additional pages may be used.
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