


STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Rulemaking Fact Sheet
(see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1))

Agency: Department of Environmental Protection
Name, Address, Telephone Number, and Email Address of Agency Contact Person:
Cherrie Plummer
Department of Environmental Protection
17 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Phone number: 207-830-1772
Email: cherrie.f.plummer@maine.gov
TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711

Chapter Number and Rule Title: CHAPTER ###:
Chapter 850, Identification of Hazardous Waste
Chapter 851, Standards for Generators of Hazardous Waste
Chapter 852, Land Disposal Restrictions
Chapter 853, Licensing of Transporters of Hazardous Waste
Chapter 854, Standards for Hazardous Waste Facilities
Chapter 855, Interim Licenses for Hazardous Waste Facilities
Chapter 856, Licensing of Hazardous Waste Facilities
Chapter 857, Hazardous Waste Manifest Requirements 
Chapter 858, Universal Waste Rules
Chapter 859, Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals

Type of Rule: Routine Technical

Statutory Authority: General statutory authority for the Hazardous Waste Management Rules, 06-096 C.M.R. chs. 850 through 859 is provided by 38 M.R.S. §§ 341-D(1-C), 341-H, 1304(1), and 1319-O.

Public Hearing(s) (include day, date, time, and location): February 19, 2026, 9:00 am, Augusta Armory, 179 Western Ave., Augusta, ME  04330

Comment Deadline(s) (include day, date, and time): March 2, 2026

Principal Reason(s) or Purpose for Proposing this Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(A)]:
The principal reason for this rulemaking proposal is to amend the rules as part of an ongoing RCRA authorization plan the Department has established with EPA to incorporate federal regulatory standards and changes as may be necessary to ensure Maine’s rules are as stringent as the federal program.

Is Material Incorporated by Reference into the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8056(2-A)]?  	Yes 

Analysis and Expected Operation of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(B) & (D)]:
The proposed rule updates are intended to clarify existing generator requirements, increase flexibility, and improve environmental protection for generators of hazardous waste. The proposed rules for pharmaceuticals will establish cost-saving, streamlined standards for handling hazardous waste pharmaceuticals to better fit the operations of the healthcare sector while maintaining protection of human health and the environment. The Department is proposing to adopt the exclusions for airbag inflators, fully assembled airbag modules, and shredded circuit boards being recycled. The Department is proposing to add aerosol cans and electronic devices to the list of items that can be managed as universal waste. The proposed rule amendments also include updating regulatory citations throughout the rules to conform with the Department’s “Legal Citation Standard Operating Procedure,” correcting and/or clarifying some existing provisions, and incorporating consistent language throughout the chapters.

Brief Summary of Relevant Information Considered During Development of the Rule (including up to 3 primary sources relied upon)[see 5 M.R.S. §§ 8057-A(1)(E) & 8063-B]:
The proposed rule updates generally incorporate by reference the July 1, 2023, version of volume 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 C.F.R.).

Estimated Fiscal Impact of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(1)(C)]:
Regulated entities have been expected to comply with the existing rules and many of the federal rules which are now being incorporated in these updates. As a result, no significant fiscal impacts are expected.


FOR EXISTING RULES WITH FISCAL IMPACT OF $1 MILLION OR MORE, ALSO INCLUDE:

 Economic Impact, Whether or Not Quantifiable in Monetary Terms [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(A)]:
 Click or tap here to enter text.
 
Individuals, Major Interest Groups and Types of Businesses Affected and How They Will Be Affected [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(B)]:
 Click or tap here to enter text.
 
 Benefits of the Rule [see 5 M.R.S. § 8057-A(2)(C)]:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Note:  If necessary, additional pages may be used.
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