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Comment Item No. 2

BOTANIC FEATURES

Outstandmg botanical features: 24 lakes; 22,191 surface acres
Significant botanical features: 30 lakes; 47,266 surface acres

Rare aquatic or semi-aquatic shrubs including Clethra alnifolia, Ilex laevigata, Viburmum
edule, and Lonicera oblongifolia were found associated with nineteen lakes. Most of
these shrubs grow in shallow wetlands. Lakes supporting any of these rare shrubs were
rated "outstanding” for botanical features. Other lakes rated outstanding possessed true
aquatic plants like Potamogeton puicher, P. vaseyi, P. confervoides, and Nyvmphaea
feriragona.

Other important lake-related botanic features included five old growth forest areas, a
variety of rare sedges, orchids, and shrubs, and seven additional species of true aquatic
plants that are rare within Maine. Lakes with any of these features were rated

"significant”.

SCENIC QUALITY

Outstanding scenic quality: 26 lakes; 6,204 surface acres
Significant scenic quality: 40 lakes; 36,558 surface acres

Lakes with outstanding scenic quality were typically undeveloped and surrounded by
areas of high and complex relief. At these lakes the surrounding terrain creates a
visnally pleasing setting by contrasting with the flat aspect of a lake surface and the
openness of the sky. Irregular shorelines and islands in lakes add to the overall visual
diversity and scenic beauty.

Lakes with significant scenic quality possessed the same general features as the '
outstanding lakes, but in smaller proportions. Several lakes in the significant category
would have been rated outstanding had they been undeveloped.

Three areas in the organized townships contain especially scenic lakes:

) Approximately 10 miles east of Bangor, 11 lakes are clustered around a
small series of mountains and large hills. The surrounding terrain is
relatively flat, making the mountains appear even larger. In addition,
these lakes contain irregular shorelines, islands, rockslides and beaches.
All of these features create a visually pleasing setting.

) North of Dover Foxcroft and south of Moosehead Lake lies 2 mountainous
region full of spectacular lakes. Extremely clear water, lack of shoreline
development, and highly complex surrounding relief, makes these lakes
very scenic. Most of the surrounding mountains are forested, which adds

to the scenic integrity of the region.
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Comment Item No. 2

0 Lakes on Mount Desert Island, largely within Acadia National Park, are
well known for their scenic beauty. These lakes are surrounded by
towering rocky ridges and mountains which rise directly from the ocean.
Mount Desert Island lakes have forested shorelines and little development.

A detailed description of this assessment of scenic lake features is contained in the
report An Evaluation Of Sceni ali akes In Maine’s Organized Town:
completed as part of this project.

SHORELINE CHARACTER

Outstanding shoreline character: 13 lakes; 31,821 surface acres
Significant shoreline character: 48 lakes; 38,276 surface acres

Extensive beaches, bouldered shores, and protruding ledges were the most common
features observed along lakes rated as outstanding. Almost all of the best shorelines are
undeveloped; the exception to this is Sebago Lake. Although this lake is extensively
developed, it contains an abundance of accessible large sandy beaches, one of which is a
barrier spit beach, a rare feature for Maine lakes. ‘Seven lakes rated outstanding had
rocky shores with large boulders. These lakes are all relatively undeveloped; most are
easily accessible. Good potential for campsites exists at six of these seven lakes.

Fourteen lakes rated as significant contain open shorelines that offer potential for water
access and campsites. Eleven lakes contain sand beaches varying from small pockets to
large broad beaches. For instance, Lake George has 2 large broad beaches, although
both sites are developed. Protruding, slab, and rocky shore bedrock features were
observed on 11 of the 32 lakes with significant shoreline features.

Four lakes rated significant for shoreline character had features that were particularly
noteworthy:

North Pond in Sumner, which has especially steep banks;
Forest Lake in Canton, which has large ledges; .
Mine Pond in Porter, which has a rock slide; and ‘
Joe’s Pond in Rumford, which is located at a high elevation.
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All four lakes are completely undeveloped.

A detailed description of the beach component of this assessment can be found in Lake
Beaches in Maine's Organized Towns, prepared in conjunction with this project.
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Incorrect watershed boundary lines.

Note proximity of Towers 4 and 5 to the watershed divide between Springy Pond
and Floods Pond.

Applicant’s north arrow is pointing east.
North is this way.
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Comment Item No. 8
This map is from Section 7 of the Silver Maple
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