SWEB Development | a W.E.B company WEB

Attn: John Perry

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
284 State St

Augusta, ME 0433

January 13, 2020
Dear Mr. Perry,

We appreciate the opportunity to continue to engage with your team at the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
(IF&W) on these issues. We at SWEB are confident that we are close to agreeing on a mitigation strategy for the project.

Please find below our responses to your December 11, 2019 letter.

1. Project location in relation to the Coastal Plain

It remains the understanding of the development team that the project area is located outside of the Downeast Coastal
Plain. We have reached this conclusion using a map provided by the IF&W at a 2018 meeting with our environmental
consultant, CES Inc. While our project area falls south of Route 9, we feel that the IF&W'’s rationale for assuming the
project is at or within the threshold of the Coastal Plain would be overly conservative, and out of step with any real risk
related to avian species. Especially given the relatively small size of our proposed cumulative swept area, in relation to
several other recently permitted wind projects in Maine. As of the submission date of this project, and the writing of
this letter, the IF&W’s own published work indicates that our project area is safely outside of this region.

2. Bat Curtailment

While it is the opinion of the developer that the risk of bat mortality as a result of the Silver Maple Wind Project is low,
SWEB Development nonetheless understands the unique situation of Bat species in Maine, and is willing to instate
curtailment as good measure. Through observation of other wind farms in Maine, such as the recently approved Weaver
Wind Project, SWEB considers a curtailment regimen of a cut-in speed of ~6.00 meters per second (m/s) during the Bat
Migration season (July through mid-September), and a general curtailment of 5.5 m/s from April through October 15th,
This level of curtailment would be the threshold at which the economics of the five (5) turbine Silver Maple Wind Project
start to make sense. It is also very close to the curtailment regime required for the recently approved Weaver project,
which consists of 22 turbines, versus only 5 at Silver Maple.

3. Watercourse Buffers

It is the understanding of the applicant, that our current plan to mitigate impact on watercourses is in compliance with
the standards set out by the Maine DEP. The project will utilize one roadway crossing as it currently exists and will
upgrade another existing roadway crossing. The proposed upgrade of the existing crossing meets the requirements of
the MDEP permit-by-rule regulations and will have minimal impacts. All other buffer areas associated with any
intermittent streams located within the project site will remain undisturbed. By utilizing existing crossings, the proposed
project has minimized any impacts to the identified intermittent streams.

Sincerely,

Michael Carey
Development Manager
SWEB Development USA, LLC

209 West Central Street - Suite 306, Natick, Massachusetts, 01760
info@swebdevelopment.ca | www.swebdevelopment.ca



siofsning «

ONI
4%

SO

‘NIFd3H d3.101d3d SIN31X3 dVIN 11V NI HL4ON

AId9 O1 d31N3I-HO SI MOHHY HLHON ‘€

"(€8aVN) €861 40 WNLVA NVOIYINY HLYON
IHL SIONIYI4IY ANV ‘STLYNIAYHOOD
6/3INOZ NLN ONISN d3103rodd SI dVIN "¢

'§10Z ‘14S3 INOYH AVND JIHAVYOO0dOL
‘VS4 ‘'vasn A9 AYIOVINI JIVN €102 -L SI
AdIOVINI NOHd dVIN 3SVE OLOHd TvId3v 'L

‘S31ON dVIA

[puejauiu] :Ag
6102/82/9 :pajepdn
61/82/9 :91eq

IVN :Ag

900°259LL :"ON 109foud

aule\ ‘uo3ji|D 93N0Y :SSAIPPY

dep suoibaioo3 :uonduoasaqg joafoad
wuey puipm sjdey JaAlS dR1L 399foad

0 000'52 000°0§

NEa)e|d YO0UPEBUON/I3)S82I0M
SUIEJUNO\ dN|g/SUlejunojN SHYM
S|IIY3004 UIBlUNO SUYM
ska|leA 9|qie|y pue|Bug maN UIS)SIMA
S||IUI00 BUIBN UIBISIAN
owpalg juousap [ |
sield JoM uyor is Jeddn ||
auoz auid|y/euejuo|y Joddn
SUIBJUNOI DIUOJEL
s|liy3o004 dluode|
spuejdn eadeung
spueidn uyor 1S
S|IIH pue sule|d [e}seo) pue|Bug maN uiayInos
sule|d pue s|IH 8adissQ-obeqgag I
sulejunopy Aiepunog puejbug maN/o8ganD I
spueimojoosqoued [ |
JUOWPald UIBYLON
Aa|leA 1NONOBUUOD UIBYLON
puemo] |ojsugmasuebelieN I
S3YET [IIYd2INYD-pesyasoojy
1se0opIN
pue(dn JnonoBUUOY uIB)SET/NES)E|d 1B)SBOI0N JOMOT
SIIH aaysyieg somo [ |
pueimoT [e}seo) punog puejs| buoy
nesje|d Aiepunog euogewssy [ |
uie|d [e}SBOD BUIB 4O HiND
pue|mo [ejseoD sute joyno ||
spue|ubiH aaysyeg/sulelunop usai ||
S[IYI004 UlRUNOW UB3ID
SUIB|d JOIMSUNIG MAN UJSYINOS-aUle|\ uislsed
1se0Q Iseaumoq
AalleA 1noOBUUOY
spuemoT ureidweyd

JuswAeqwg sulep [enua)

sliiyoo4 [enuad
=0 pues| Buo/pog aden
uiseg uojsog
uolsuel] ailysyieg
SPUBIMOT 400]S00LY
SIIIH %00}s001Y
ANVNPT S|

uona|as SPIL LB

6 @Inoy
puin aidep sonis [/ /]

puabe

19sSM S| 8y} pue ‘sionguiuod dejieansuado @ ‘odossims ‘(Buoy) BuoH) eulyp 1us3 ‘|1 ‘ueder us3 ‘AeAing aoueuplQ
“IN Jopsepey] ‘N9 ‘esego99) ‘NYOUN ‘SdN ‘OV4 ‘SOSN ‘00939 “dio) d juswaioul ‘dewsiul ‘ulwies) ‘JY3H ‘1S3 :s821n0g _

Alunwwo)

3

ounIg

PUIM a1dey JaAjlS

umol po

Paoiy

oy

e|M0-] J09sqousd

JELELTY




	SWEB Response - IFW_Jan.13.2020
	Coastal Plain Map - CES



