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November 12, 2025

The Honorable Melanie Loyzim
Commissioner
Maine Department of Environmental Protection
17 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

Via email to: necec.dep@maine.gov

Dear Commissioner Loyzim:

On behalf of the Maine State Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to reaffirm our strong support for NECEC Transmission LLC’s Conservation Plan.

Founded in 1889, the Maine State Chamber of Commerce is Maine’s largest business association, serving as The Voice of Maine Business on behalf of thousands of employers of all sizes and sectors across the state. We believe it’s imperative that the state create a regulatory environment that promotes economic development. 

The Chamber appreciates the Department’s thorough review and careful oversight in evaluating the Conservation Plan. The draft order reflects a thoughtful and detailed approach to ensuring compliance with the applicable conditions, while providing regulatory clarity that is essential for responsible development.

The Plan’s focus on habitat connectivity, mature forest management, and adjacency to over 400,000 acres of conserved lands offers a unique opportunity for long-term conservation benefits. Based on our review, we believe the Plan meets, and in many ways, goes beyond the requirements of Condition #39. The recent refinements – such as the strengthened definition of mature forest and other clarifying provisions – further strengthens our view.

We respectfully urge the Department to finalize its approval of the Conservation Plan and appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

Patrick Woodcock
President and CEO
Maine State Chamber of Commerce
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