November 12, 2025

To:  NECEC.DEP@maine.gov
Re:  Draft Order NECEC Conservation Plan

I am writing to commend the DEP on the Draft Order approving the NECEC Conservation Plan with conditions.  As the former DEP Chief Biologist and Division Director and Chair of the Board of Environmental Protection, I have reviewed countless permits, and this one stands out as achieving remarkable and novel protections. 
In particular, the mature forest conditions which will be sustained in perpetuity will be beneficial to species of all sorts.  I support your higher basal area requirement.  As a fisheries biologist, I am pleased to see the DEP require stronger protections for stream banks and stream crossings than current standards.
The Conservation Plan as submitted adheres to and in some respects exceeds the terms of the NECEC permit.  The applicant was able to secure protections on 50,000 largely contiguous acres, which provides far greater habitat connectivity than multiple 5,000-acre parcels in the vicinity of Segment 1. 
On its own, the conservation parcel is well chosen as mitigation for the NECEC, but its connectivity to 400,000 conserved acres makes it exceptionally valuable as landscape-scale habitat.  
I appreciate the work all parties have put into this application and ask you to move forward with your Draft Order as written.  

Signature line:  Matthew Scott
