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Why would Maine consider giving up wilderness, outdoor recreation, and scenic beauty to be a transmission corridor between Quebec and Massachusetts? The economic argument fails: the supposed tax benefits are estimated by the corporation seeking the permits (a corporation beleaguered by poor business practices,) the 100 foot towers damage nature tourism and outdoor recreation, and the mitigation payments in no way compensate for the loss of scenic value -- the reason that tourists visit the North Woods. Some elected officials are claiming that this direct line from QC to MA will somehow lower electricity rates for Mainers. The contracted electricity rate is for MA residents. Maine already produces more power than we consume. Every time CMP rolls out a new project, Mainers pay the price without any benefits.

Calling this a “green” energy project is absurd. Destroy miles and miles of Maine wilderness because Massachusetts residents need more power?! Why can’t Mass develop its own “green” power? 

As someone who moved to Maine to enjoy the vast woods, ponds, and rivers, it shocks me how willing some are to allow the destruction of Maine’s greatest assets. 
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