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TESTIMONY OF TONY DIBLASI

Please state your name and address.

My name is Tony DiBlasi and | reside at 3 VVan Tassel Drive in Windham, Maine. |
own a second home in Caratunk, Maine.

What is the name of your organization and business address?

| am an individual, private citizen.

What is your current position?

| am currently employed as a corporate trainer.

What other occupations have you had in the greater Forks area?

| have worked as a whitewater rafting guide for Moxie Outdoor Adventures.

Why did you intervene in these proceedings?

| intervened in these proceedings because | am concerned about CMP’s proposed
transmission line. | have been a registered Maine guide on and off for nearly 25
years. | love the western Maine region and have raised my family to appreciate the
pure natural splendor that it offers. In my time in this area, | have taken hundreds of
people from all corners of the globe down the Kennebec River. | have had the unique
opportunity to share amazing wilderness river trips with people from Thailand,
Chile, the UK, Japan, Australia, Russia, countless summer camps, people with
disabilities, families of all function and disfunction, bachelor and bachelorette parties
— ALL appreciate what we have here. Once we hit the lower river and the
excitement of the whitewater has dissipated, that’s when the River really starts to
truly show her beauty. Whether or not | bring it to their attention or they bring it to

mine, sooner or later people realize that we are in a real wilderness setting. Aside
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from the Carry Brook access stairs, there are no man-made structures between Harris

Station and town.

If this powerline project gets approval and goes forward crossing the lower
Kennebec, we will have lost a true gem. I started out as a Moxie Outdoor Adventures
Guide in the early 1990’s and I still continue to guide for them to this day. Our lunch
site is in plain view of the proposed river crossing. Seeing the High Voltage Direct
Current wires complete with red aviation warning balls will esthetically cheapen the
river experience and devalue the product we have worked a quarter of a century to
develop. Going under the river will not make the project any more tolerable. Not to
mention the project would ruin an untold number of wilderness habitats and for
what? So that the commonwealth of Massachusetts can get clean energy from
Canada.

| for one do not see how this project benefits Maine taxpayers with lower energy
costs. I am not opposed to clean energy ideas when done in a thoughtful manner with
the full support of the community and the individuals and business it directly effects.
I feel this project has been rushed through its paces after the Northern Pass’s abysmal
defeat in NH. I could not be more against this. There is way too much at stake here
and if green-lighted, there is no “rewind”, no “undo”, no turning back, when it’s

gone... it is gone.
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