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I. Background 

 
I, Jeffrey Reardon, graduated from Williams College with a degree in biology in 1989, 

and completed an honors thesis related to the impacts of disturbance on northern forests.  From 

1996 to 1999, I worked for the Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association, a land trust in Mid-

Coast Maine, as the Watershed Projects Director.  In that role, I worked full-time on the 

Sheepscot River and helped implement and test a “Methodology for Determining Optimal 

Riparian Buffer Width” that had been developed by Kleinschmidt Associates for the Maine 

Atlantic Salmon Commission on the Sheepscot River.  I also worked closely with the Maritimes 

and Northeast Pipeline to coordinate construction of a pipeline corridor through the Sheepscot 

watershed with no damage to aquatic habitat at stream crossings.   

For the past 21 years, I have worked for Trout Unlimited in Maine, and currently serve as 

its Maine Brook Trout Project Director.  During this time, I have worked extensively in the 

Upper Kennebec Region watershed, with multiple projects in the Dead, Kennebec, and Sandy 

River drainages.  From 2010-2016, I worked nearly fully-time in the Cold Stream watershed, 

which is in the middle of Segment 1 of the New England Clean Energy Connect “NECEC”.  For 

example, I worked closely with partners at the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
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Wildlife (“DIFW”), the Bureau of Parks and Land (“BPL”), the Trust for Public Land, and 

landowner Plum Creek on the Cold Stream Forest Project, in which BPL acquired the 8,200-acre 

parcel primarily to protect brook trout habitat in Cold Stream and its tributaries.  I also worked 

with BPL staff to develop the management plan for the Upper Kennebec Region, which includes, 

among other properties, the Cold Stream Forest and the Johnson Mountain Township and West 

Forks Northeast public lots, including serving on the Advisory Committee that helped coordinate 

public input on the plan. 

In addition, I have spent extensive amounts of time fishing, hunting, paddling, and hiking 

in the Upper Kennebec Region, including the Cold Stream watershed and, more specifically, in 

the Cold Stream Forest, Johnson Mountain Township, and West Forks Northeast public lots, and 

on adjacent lands between Route 201 and the Kennebec River. 

I am also familiar with the NECEC and have reviewed, among other documents: (1) 

Central Maine Power Company’s application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; (2) the Site 

Location of Development Act application and the Natural Resources Protection Act 

application—along with subsequent proposed submissions and revisions—submitted to the 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection; (3) The Merrill Strip Alternative Application; 

(4) the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Public Notice; (5) the Maine DEP’s May 11, 2020 Order 

of Conditions; and (6) the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ July 7, 2020 EA/FONSI.  I have spent 

extensive time reviewing the route the NECEC will cut across Maine, and as referenced above, 

have worked extensively in two regions that will be impacted by the NECEC.  

II. The Cold Stream Watershed and the Location and Feasibility of Alternative 
Routes for NECEC  

 
While working on the Cold Stream Forest Project, in consultation with Trout Unlimited’s 

partner the Trust for Public Land, and with DIFW and BPL, I advocated for the boundaries of the 
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Cold Stream parcel to be contiguous with the Johnson Mountain Township and West Forks 

Northeast public lots.  This was primarily because virtually all of the lands on the two public lots 

drain into Tomhegan Stream, an important tributary to Cold Stream that has been documented to 

support spawning of brook trout that migrate up Cold Stream from the Kennebec River and enter 

Tomhegan Stream during the spawning season.  In addition, Wilson Hill Pond in the West Forks 

Northeast public lot and Little Wilson Hill Pond in the Johnson Mountain public lot are 

designated as “State Heritage Fish Waters” for brook trout—as are seven ponds on the Cold 

Stream Forest parcels. The high value brook trout resources in Tomhegan Stream, its tributaries 

and the Wilson Hill ponds are similar to those on the abutting Cold Stream Forest, and 

connecting the three parcels in a matrix of conservation land to protect the watershed was a 

primary focus of our conservation efforts in the region.  This matrix of conservation land can be 

seen on the map attached as Exhibit A. 

If NECEC is going to cross over, under, or near the public lots, then more complete 

protection adjacent to the Capital Road and the inlets and outlets of Wilson Hill Pond and Little 

Wilson Hill Pond is necessary. The aquatic resources that will be affected by NECEC crossing 

over, under, or near the public lots are among and/or belong within the most intact watersheds 

remaining in the continental United States. Western Maine contains the vast majority of un-

degraded aquatic habitat in the northeast. The entire Maine/Quebec border falls into this category 

of very low aquatic habitat degradation as does the entire Cold Stream watershed, including 

Tomhegan Stream and its tributaries.   

All of this informs the feasibility of possible re-routes of the NECEC.  As an initial 

matter, the NECEC cannot be re-routed east of Route 201.  As illustrated in the matrix of 

conservation land on the map attached as Exhibit A, one possible re-route east of Route 201 
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would require NECEC to cross the Forest Society of Maine’s and the Bureau of Parks and 

Land’s Moosehead Region Conservation Easement; however, that easement only allows utility 

transmission structures associated with the local distribution of telecommunication services and 

does not allow long-distance energy or telecommunications distribution systems such as 

NECEC.  A copy of this conservation easement is attached as Exhibit B.  The only other 

possible re-route east of Route 201 would require NECEC to go south prior to reaching the 

public lots and cross two tributaries to Cold Stream and then cross Cold Stream Forest,  

 

 

     

 While it is theoretically possible for the NECEC to be re-routed west of Route 201 

without crossing various areas of conservation land such as the Western Mountain Easement of 

the Dead River Trail and Conservation Corridor Easement, any such reroute would require the 

NECEC to cross various waterbodies and eventually the Dead River.  It would also require a new 

crossing of the Kennebec River, another major undertaking that would require close scrutiny. 

Thus, any such re-route would necessarily be significant and require extensive permitting 

procedures and a new alternatives analysis of prospective routes and their impacts on fish, 

wildlife, aquatic and scenic resources in an area that is rich in these. Significantly, the 

alternatives analysis for the current route has already rejected that route along with other 

alternatives to Segment 1. 

 Because the permitting procedures of any alternative would be time-consuming and the 

outcome cannot be predicted in advance, no further construction of NECEC should take place 
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until the alternative has been finally identified and approved in order to avoid unnecessary and 

highly detrimental impacts to the environment. 

III. Practical Requirements of the Measures that Would be Necessary to Protect the 
Environment if the Permit Were to be Suspended   

 
As referenced above, I worked closely with the Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline to 

coordinate construction of a pipeline corridor through the Sheepscot watershed and, thus, I am 

familiar with linear projects and what is involved in protecting the environment during a pause in 

construction.  DEP staff fully appreciates what measures are necessary and can ensure that they 

are appropriately implemented. For this project, the primary actions CMP/NECEC would have to 

take include removal of mats used to create portable roads and well-established erosion control 

measures. 

These measures to protect the environment are de minimis compared to the measures that 

would have to be taken to try and repair the environment if CMP/NECEC continue to construct 

portions of the NECEC across the sensitive landscape between Route 201 and the Kennebec 

River that may never be able to be utilized or connected and then have to create a whole new 

fragmenting corridor to replace it. Even with extensive remediation, recovery of the landscape 

disturbed by CMP’s construction would require many years to recover to anything resembling its 

current condition. 

  

I, Jeffrey Reardon, affirm that the above statements are true and accurate to the best of 

my knowledge and belief.  

Date: ___10/1/2021___________________  ___________________ 
Jeffrey Reardon 
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