
June 19, 2026 

 

State of Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection  
Division of Water Quality Management 
State House Station # 17 
Augusta, ME 04333-0017 

 

Subject:  Comment re: Kingfish Maine Permit Renewal Appl #ME0037559 / Waste Discharge License W009238-6F-A-N 
 

To the Director of DEP and its Division of Water Quality Management, 

My name is Carrie Peabody and my husband Gregory is a 4th generation fisherman. As concerned citizens and members of the 
coastal community we wish to express opposition to the Kingfish Maine Discharge Permit / Waste Discharge License.  We have 
outlined some of the likely impacts the discharge will have on the lobster fishery and the wider marine economy.   

Summary of concern 

• Allowing increased discharge into Chandler Bay risks worsening water quality in areas where lobsters live, feed and  
reproduce. 

• Poorer water quality would likely reduce lobster health, growth and survival, and could make lobster gear less  
effective. 

• Harm to the lobster fishery will ripple through the local economy — affecting fishers, processors, suppliers,  
restaurants, and families who depend on the industry. 

Why this matters  

• Lobsters depend on clean, well-oxygenated water and stable habitats (rocky bottoms, eelgrass, etc.). Pollutants and  
changes in water chemistry can make lobsters weaker, reduce juvenile survival, and increase disease. 

• Chandler Bay connects to areas where many fishers set traps and where young lobsters settle. Even changes that  
seem small can reduce catch sizes over time. 

• The lobster industry supports many jobs and small businesses in our region. If catches fall or lobsters become less  
valuable, it hurts families who rely on this income and reduces money local businesses earn. 

Specific likely impacts 

• Lower catches: Reduced lobster abundance or size would decrease how many lobsters fishers can legally and  
economically harvest. 

• Higher costs: Fishers may need to travel farther or fish longer to make the same income, increasing fuel, time, and  
gear costs. 

• Processing and market losses: Fewer landed lobsters mean processors and buyers have less product, which can  
cause layoffs or reduced hours. 

• Damage to eelgrass and other habitats can lower biodiversity, affecting other shellfish and finfish important to our  
community. 

• If water quality problems are discovered, buyers and restaurants may pay less or avoid our region’s product, lowering 
prices. 
 

  



Requests and suggested actions 

• Delay approval until an independent, transparent environmental review is completed that specifically evaluates  
impacts on lobster habitat and industry. 

• Require rigorous, longterm monitoring of water quality, sediment, and lobster health before, during, and after any  
discharge begins, with results publicly available. 

• Set strict, enforceable limits on pollutant levels tied to thresholds known to protect lobster habitat and juvenile  
survival. 

• Include an adaptive management plan. If monitoring shows harm, the permit must be suspended or modified 
immediately. 

• Provide compensation and support plans for fishers and processors if harmful impacts occur (funding, alternative  
livelihood programs, or buyouts). 

• Fund local science: support baseline studies on lobster populations, juvenile settlement areas, and habitat mapping 
so decisions are based on local data. 

• Require best available treatment technology for any discharge and minimize flow during sensitive periods for lobsters 
(e.g., molting of juvenile settlement seasons). 

In Closing 

Our fishing community in Jonesport depends on a healthy marine environment. The Kingfish Maine discharge permit for 
Chandler Bay poses many risks to lobster populations and to the people and businesses they support. We urge regulators to 
put precaution and local livelihoods first by delaying approval, requiring stronger protections and monitoring, and ensuring 
clear, enforceable remedies to prevent harm.  

It is important to prioritize local livelihoods and the long-term health of Chandler Bay’s marine environment. We ask that the 
Maine DEP deny the Kingfish permit, review the RAS technology against best practice technologies, and ensure stronger 
protections and monitoring mentioned above are in place. 

Thank you for considering our comments and concerns.  

Sincerely, 

Carrie & Gregory Peabody 
P.O. Box 9 
Jonesport, Maine 04649 

 

  



Sources:  

Maine’s Waters at Risk inside the rise of Industrial Fish Farming https://www.jurist.org/commentary/2025/10/maines-
waters-at-risk-inside-the-rise-of-industrial-fish-farming/ Jurist News Oct 27, 2025 

Kingfish Zeeland details plans for new US RAS yellowtail farm in Jonesport, Maine 
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/kingfish-zeeland-details-plans-for-new-us-ras-yellowtail-farm-in-
jonesport-maine   November 21, 2019 

NOAA Letter - Lois A. Chiarella, June 6, 2022 
https://d23h0vhsm26o6d.cloudfront.net/220606_GARFO-to-USACE-Kingfish-Land-based-Aquaculture_2023-07-24-
143127_hadw.pdf  

Maine Commercial Landings 2025 : Most Recent Maine Commercial Landings | Department of Marine Resources 
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/fisheries/commercial/landings-program/landings-data  

Maine 2025 Landings Information  
Most Recent Maine Commercial Landings | Department of Marine Resources 

1. Preliminary 2025 Commercial Maine Landings by Live Pounds 
PoundsBySpecies_Pie_Graph.pdf 
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2. Maine Preliminary 2025 Commercial Maine Landings by Ex-vessel Value 
 Maine 2025 Landings (value) by Species - pie chart 
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3. 2025 Maine Commercial Landings by County 
ByCounty_Graph.pdf 
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4. 2021 – 2025 Commercial Maine Landings 
LandingsBySpecies_Table.pdf 
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