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Downeast Wind

Great Heath / Pleasant River
Visual Assessment

Page 6 of 57



EXHIBIT A

Downeast Wind

Great Heath / Pleasant River
Visual Assessment

_ o SITE MAP
LOCATION 1 - SCHOODIC ROAD ACCESS - SE, No Project Visibility

EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPH September 1, 2021

Page 7 of 57



EXHIBIT A

Downeast Wind

Great Heath / Pleasant River
Visual Assessment

: T SITE MAP
LOCATION 2 - SE, No Project Visibility

EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPH September 1, 2021

Page 8 of 57



EXHIBIT A

Downeast Wind

Great Heath / Pleasant River
Visual Assessment

SITE MAP
LOCATION 3 - S

EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPH September 1, 2021

Page 9 of 57
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EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT A

DETERMINATION OF SCENIC QUALITY: State of Maine
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EXHIBIT A

Comparison with other Palmer Reviews: Bowers

All lakes/ponds are rated as either Significant or Outstanding in the Maine
Wildland Lakes Assessment. Rating of Medium-High for scenic value of Great

Heath (A) and High for character of surrounding area (B) is inconsistent with
previous reviews under the Wind Energy Act.
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EXHIBIT A

D. EXPECTATIONS of the TYPICAL VIEWER: Ch. 382.3(D)

1) HIGH: At SRSNSs valued for its setting in a naturally scenic landscape.
There is no indication — other than two respondents to the intercept survey
— that the Great Heath is valued for its setting.

Page 54 of 57



EXHIBIT A

D. EXPECTATIONS of the TYPICAL VIEWER: Ch. 382.3(D)

2) LOW: At SRSNSs which qualify for reasons not primarily related to

scenic quality. This is the appropriate metric to use in determining Viewer

Expectation. Similar to many of the National Natural Landmarks (e.g., the
Black Gum Swamp in New Gloucester).
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EXHIBIT A

E. EXTENT, NATURE & DURATION OF PUBLIC USES: Ch. 382.3(E)

Extent: Very limited (31 4-hour observations from August to November 2016)
Minimal signs of human activity on river or at campsite
No signage, parking areas, trail markers, or trails

Nature: Hunting, fishing, paddling through the Great Heath

Duration: Difficult to establish due to low use
No trails within the heath itself
AMC River Guide: Navigable: High water: Early May. Pleasant River
meanders for 14.0 miles through the heath, following such a
convoluted route that it requires almost a full day of paddling. (This
great heath is one of the longest peat wetlands of its type in the
northeastern United States.)
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