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March 19, 2026

Delivered via email 

RE: Request for public hearing regarding Aries Pine Tree LLC license applications

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (Department) has received requests for a public hearing regarding air emission license application A-119-71-A-N and solid waste processing facility license application S-100033 concerning the proposed Aries Pine Tree LLC (Aries) biosolids gasification facility in Sanford.  The Department is processing the applications in accordance with the Department’s rules Chapter 2, Processing of Applications and Other Administrative Matters (06-096 C.M.R. ch. 2); Chapter 115, Major and Minor Source Air Emission License Regulations (06-096 C.M.R. ch, 115); Chapter 400, Solid Waste Management Rules: General Provisions, (06-096 C.M.R. ch. 400); and Chapter 409, Solid Waste Management Rules: Processing Facilities ((06-096 C.M.R. ch. 409).

The criteria the Department uses to determine whether to grant a hearing is found in Chapter 2, Section 7(C), which states in relevant part: “Hearings are discretionary unless otherwise provided by law. The Commissioner may conduct a hearing on any application. The Department will hold a hearing in those instances where the Department determines there is credible conflicting technical information regarding a licensing criterion and it is likely that a hearing will assist the Department in understanding the evidence.” 

The Department has determined that a combined public hearing regarding the air emission and solid waste processing facility applications may assist the Department in understanding evidence provided in the applications and obtained by the Department during the application review process. Due to the growing body of evidence related to biosolids gasification, the Department has determined that a formal, adjudicatory proceeding to question expert witnesses may generate useful technical information to assist the Department in evaluating the applications against applicable standards.

The hearing will be conducted in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 5 M.R.S. §§ 9051–9064, and the Department’s Rules Concerning the Conduct of Licensing Hearings, 06-096 C.M.R. ch. 3.  When the Department has established a schedule for the procedural steps that precede and include the adjudicatory hearing, the Department will share this information on its website under “Major Projects Before DEP”. 

If you have further questions about the air license application, please contact the project manager, Benjamin Goundie at benjamin.goundie@maine.gov. If you have further questions about the solid waste processing facility license application, please contact Derek DeCastro at Derek.DeCastro@maine.gov.  

Sincerely, 
[image: Melanie Loyzim signature.]
Melanie Loyzim, Commissioner
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