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March 5, 2024

Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20426

RE:	Alternative Operating Scenario Requests for Ripogenus (FERC No. 2572) and Penobscot Mills Projects (FERC No. 2458)

Dear Acting Secretary Reese:

Brookfield Renewable Inc. requested alternative operating scenario requests for the Ripogenus and Penobscot Mills Hydroelectric Projects be filed with FERC. The Maine Department of Environmental Protection requests the following alternative operating scenarios be modelled:

· Discharge from McKay Station
· Model Steady Target flows (24/7) at 500, 600, 800, 1,000, 1,200, and 1,400 cfs 
· If the number of requests is infeasible, the Department requests the following be the minimum discharges modelled from McKay Station: 500, 1,000, and 1,400 cfs
· See November 15, 2023 Department comments on the “Draft Interim Plan for Aquatic Resource Protection during McKay Station Outages”
· Requested scenarios are to address water quality concerns from the Stranding Study in the ISR, which will be a topic in the Water Quality Certification process with the Department
· Below Stone Dam into the West Branch
· Model steady target flows (24/7) at 3, 50, 100, 170, 200, 300, 500, 1,000, and 2,000 cfs discharged from Stone Dam into the West Branch. 
· If the number of requests is infeasible, the Department requests the following be the minimum discharges modelled from Stone Dam: 50, 200, 500, 1,000, and 2,000 cfs
· Leakage (minimum flow under current license) often provides 100 cfs, which is only 53-60% of the wetted width below Stone Dam
· See ISR Table 5.3-3.6 Total wetted area and percentage wetted area in the West Branch below Stone Dam (Class B water)
· Requested scenarios are to address minimum flows that will be required by the Water Quality Certification 
Additionally, the Department requests any photographs or diagrams showing stream conditions in the Upper Gorge and below Stone dam. The 1989 Upper Gorge Flow Study included black and white photocopies of sites in the Upper Gorge under leakage and 50 cfs, and copies of those in color or any photos like it, such as below Stone Dam, would be appreciated.

The Department consulted with the Maine Department of Inland Fish & Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and supports their flow requests in addition to those listed above.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me at laura.paye@maine.gov or 207-219-9563.

Sincerely,
[image: signature]
Laura Paye
Hydropower Coordinator
Maine Department of Environmental Protection
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